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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


EARL CORNWALLIS, 

KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE 
GARTER i ONE OF HIS BRITANNICK MAJESTY’S 
HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL} LIEUTENANT. 
GENERAL OF HIS MAJESTY’S FORCES; GOVER. 
NOR-GENERAL AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF 
ALL THE POSSESSIONS AND FORCES OF HIS BRI- 
TANNICK MAJESTY, AND OF THE HONOURABLE 
THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENG- 
LAND, IN THE EAST-INDIES, &c. &c. &c. 

My Lord, 

]3eD 1CATORY praife hath ever 
been fufpe^ed of iincerity ; and palTes, indeed, 
among men of the world, as a ftrain of turgid lan- 
guage, defigned to court favour, footh the vanity 
of a patron, or — in ts beft fenfe, to exprefs the 
hafly di<^tes of gratitude, -—Yet, 1 have the con- 
fidence 
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fidence to hope, that the tenor of this dedication 
will deferve a lefs fevere cenfurc, and that it will 
be even faid, I have narrowed the limits of mj 
fubje6t. 

When I had refolved to intrude my book of 
Travels on the notice of the public, I naturally 
looked around, being an unknown author, for fome 
name, to give it a fandtion ; not the fan(5lion of 
wealth or grandeur ; for they are not always the 
criterion of worth : but that which was to be ob- 
tained from the man, who fiood eminent for the 
qualities which mod: eflentially contribute to the 
honour and welfare of his country. 

The obje6t of this fearch, which does not crofs 
the eye at every glance, was feen with pleafure ; 
and though the ufes derived from it may be deemed 
prefumptuous, 1 could not relift the deiire of fixing 
fo bright an ornament to my work ; and of offering 
however flender, my tribute of applaufe to adlions, 
which demand a diftinguifhed page in the annals 
of our nation. 

Ill Fortune, which from the day of ancient 

Rome, 
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Rome, has been ordinarily followed by negle 61 , 
obfcurity, and oftentimes difgrace, opened a more 
extenfive field for the difplay of Y our Lordship’s 
endowments ; and like the Uafts of Winter on the 
rooted oak, hold out honourable teftimony of fu* 
perior ftrength. 

In the Eaftern world, Your Lordship has 
been oppofed to an enemy far more formidable, 
— the pofleflion of a power never before exercifed 
by a Britifh fubjedl ; not even committed to the 
firft magiftrate of our ftate ; and which extends 
over a fpacious region, a numerous and wealthy 
people. Yet, far removed from controul, in a 
land whofe every principle of government is ac- 
tuated by a rapacious avarice, whofe people never 
approach the gate of authority without an offering, 
we have feen, and with wonder, the inflexible 
maintainance of an integrity, only to be be equalled 
by a temperate ufe of command. 

But, panegyrick being the leaft grateful where 
it is the moft due, I will clofe this addrefs, with 
a zealous wifh, that Your Lordship may yet 

con- 
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continue to govern the Britifh dominion in India, 
and complete the work that already hath afliimed 
fo fair an afpe£t. The facrifice is great, but the 
reward is (till greater ; it will reach beyond the fo* 
vereign*s bounty, or the peoples prufe. 

I have the Honour to be. 

With the moft profound relpedt, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 
Moft devoted. 

And moft obedient 

humble Servant, 
GEORGE FORSTER. 

Calcutta, 
jiuguft the ijii 1790. 



PREFACE. 


Books of Voyages and Travels having been ever 
held in eftimation, and indulgently received, I am the 
lefs fearful of fubmitting the following volume to the 
notice of the public. A knowledge of the manners of dif- 
ferent nations qualifies domeftic prejudice, and enlight- 
ens the mind ; but the fubjeds of Britain derive from 
it a fingular benefit ; they fee through a comparifbn 
that conmiunicates a fond pleafure to the heart, the unri- 
valed excellency of their laws, conftitution and govern- 
ment ; they fee thefe rare gifts brightly refleded on 
their national charader, which ftill avowedly maintains 
its pre-eminence amongft the nations of the European 
world. Were a man to form a judgment of the bias of 
VoL. I» b his 
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his own genius and dirpofition, (on the merits of which 
he is, perhaps the leaft qualified to decide, (I-would un* 
refo'vedljr fay, that in the courfe of my journey, I 
felt no impulfe of partiality for any fed or body of men. 
It is of ferious concern to letHrs^ that many a man of ge- 
nius and fcieuce has fixed a difcredit on his works, by a 
wilful adherence to Corns farouiite fyftem, which alluring 
to its ftandard a various train of affedioiis, and ideas, 
he becomes involuntarily incited to iacrifice to it Jthe 
principles of truth and reafotiir 

Travellers (land accufed, oven, on proverbial au- 
thority, of adopting a figurative and loole lly le of defcrip- 
tion ; and as 1 have been thrown into tracks, removed 
fiom the eye of European ob&rvation, 1 am prompted 
to earneftly Iblicit the confidence of the public in 
behalf of this work, and to &y, that however vi- 
tiated by the arms, of judgment, fi has no tendency 
to diicolour or mifrepreient truth. The curfory difier- 
tation on the former and prefent (late of Bengal, may 
have fome claim to favour, fi’om the confideration that 
I vifited that province in the dcfcription of a pafTenger ; 

through 
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though but a fmall portion of local knowledge might 
have been acquired, edential advantages arofe from this 
temporary reiidence. 

Guidbd by no views of intereft, nor imprelTed by 
any frown of power, 1 was enabled to examine the 
objeds that came before me through a difpailionate 
medium. 

The letter on the mythology of the Hindoos, fome 
copies of which were publhhed in 1785, has been 
corredcd lincc my return to India ; but from the va- 
rious intricacy of the fubjeft, I am apprehenilve it may 
yet contain* errors and apparent inconhilencies. Invefti- 
gations of the rel^ous ceremonies and cuftoms of the 
Hindoos, written in the Carnatic, and in the Punjab, 
would in many examples widely differ ; yet the Hin- 
doo religion, in all parts of India, ftand on a common 
bahs } nor does the vaft fuperftrudure, when the view is 
infpe^d with attention, edentially difler in its compart- 
ments. The oftenfible diiHmilarity arifes, perhaps from 
the manners of the fitme people, varying in Northern and 
Southern regions. A native of the lower Carnatic is mild, 

b 2 tempe- 
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temperate, and generalty timid ; he performs the or- 
dinances of his religion with a zealous and fcrupulous 
attention ; and the bramin of that country, with many 
of the other feds, is confined ftridly to the ufe of vege- 
table diet. How ftrong the contrail appears in the in- 
habitant of the Punjab; thofe even domeftic and la- 
borious profeilions, are brave, daring, and often cruel. 
Bramins are the ufual foldiers of the country, many of 
whom eat fleih meat ; and they never leave their hom^ 
even when not employed in military fervice, without 
weapons of offence. The merchants and mechanicks, 
when they go but a few miles abroad, are all ftrongly 
armed ; and in fome of the Northern provinces, parti- 
cularly in Bundilcund, the huibandmen carry a (pear 
into the field they are cultivatmg. This difierence of 
difpofition has produced oppofite manners in the fame 
tribes of people, as well as oppofite cuftoms, which if 
not attentively inveftjgated, would afford a fpecious be- 
lief, that the inhabitants of the North and South of 
India were not conneded by any national relation. 

I HAVE to expreis with pleafure, great obligiuitms to 

Colonel 
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Colond Polier, of the Honourable Company's fervice^ 
Hot having fumiihed me with large hiftorical trads of the 
Sicques, and of the life of Shujah- ud-Dowlah. On every 
application to that gentleman for other information 
of Indian hiftory, his papers and opinions have been 
liberally fupplied. I am al(b much indebted to Mr. 
Briftow, of Bengal, for a valuable manuicript memoir of 
8hujah-ud-Dowlah, from which I haveextraded curious 
and ufeful matter. The prefixed chart of the road, 
calculated according to the reckoning of my journal, 
was conftruded by Mr. Wilford, of the Bengal corps 
of engineers, a gentleman of extendve geographical 
knowledge. 

Science can receive but a ilender aid from the mate- 
rials of the following work. The manner in which I tra- 
velled, precluded the ufe of any inftrument to afcertain 
the diftance and bearings. The one 1 noted from obferv- 
ing the courfe of the fun ; the other is agreeable to the 
common computation of the country, which is not often 
found widely erroneous. My limited knowledge of bo- 
tany prevents, alfo, any accurate defeription of various 

clafTcs 



daflb of trees and plants, which I iaw in Xafhmire 
and Perfia. But the natural produAions of thole coun- 
tries have been fo fcientifically treated by Chardin, 
Le Bruyn, and Bernier, that my inability will be the left 
fenfibly felt. 
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LETTER I. 

Benarest 1782 . 

DEAR SIR, 

Having refolved on viliting Benares, 
that I might, there, indulge, for a (hort time, an inveftigation 
into the mythology of the Hindoos, I procured permiflion to pro- 
ceed to that city ; and, as you may receive fome amufement from 
the relation of my journey, with the obfervations that occurred, 
I will lay it before you % intreating, that you will make the neceflary 
allowance for a ftranger*, who, though his remarks, and the con- 

* The author i« a civil fcrvant on the Madras eftablilhmcnt. 

VoL. I. A clulious 
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clufions drawn, may partake of errors, will not, premeditatedly, 
difcolour the truth. 

On the 23d of May, I left Calcutta, and on the next day ar« 
rived at Sodcfagur, a valuable and rifing plantation, the property 
of MelTrs. Crofts and Lennox, Thefe gentlemen have eftabiilhed, 
at this place, a fabrication of white cloth, of which the Company 
provide an annual inveftmcnt, of about two lacks of rupees. They 
have alfo, founded a raw filk manufaftory, which, as it bears the 
appearance of increafe and improvement, will, 1 hope, reward the 
induftrious and eftimablc labours of it’s proprietors. In this plan* 
tation, a large quantity of i'piricuuus liquor is made, refembling, 
in an inferior degree, the American rum, which, lince the cum* 
mencement of the Dutch war, has become in grear demand. Being 
applied to all the nfes of the Batavia arrack, a confKlerable benefit 
is expected to arife to the Bengal province, from a current fale of 
this commodity. In juftice to thofe who enrich their country 
by an introdudfion of valuable manufaftures, the Government 
is called upon to yield them every prote£tion, and grant them 
every fur indulgence } it is, likewife, the duty of the man of 
oblervation, to circulate the fuccefs of fuch works, that an emu* 
lation may warm the breads of his fellow citizens, and that thole 
who projeff them, may receive the tribute of applaufe, due to ge- 
nius and indudry. It mud not be omitted that this new eda- 
blifliment, hath been noticed by the particular attention of the 

Goveniment of Bengal, whicli, on many other occaflons, has 

evinced 
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evinced a zealous dilpofition, in encouraging and promoting 
ufeful undertakings. 

The EnglUh (hould no longer account themfelves fbjourneis 
in this country} they are now, virtually, it's lords paramount, and 
their policy Ihould not be that of a day } but, confidering the 
opulence and wealth of the fubje6b as clofely tending to enrich 
the common ftate, they Ihould, at large, fupport his wants, and 
encourage his labours. A condu£l: equally wile and profitable, 
would conduce to the increafe of public, and private, profperity, 
and operate as a compenfatoiy retribution for fome actions, which 
cannot bear the left of inveftigation ; and which have, already, 
involved the national charafter in difgrace. In touching on this 
fubjeft, I am neceflarily led into refieftions on the commerce of 
Bengal, interior and foreign, and on the common want of Ipecie, 
throughout the province, 

Peeviously to the sera in which the Englilh became polTefled 
of Bengal, the cfifFerent nations who vifited it were obliged to give 
fpecie for the greateft portion of tlie commodities they purchafed ; 
there being but a fmall proportion of articles taken in barter by 
the natives. This fpecies of commerce, fo lucrative to India, and 
which mull; have depofited a large amount of gold and filver, con- 
tinued for upwards of a century and an half. But, after the En- 
glilh Government was eftablilhed in Bengal, the necelfity of this 
commercial fyftem no longer exifted ; the amount of the revenues 
became fuffident to purcbafe the cargoes of the country, and to 

A 2 defray 
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defray the public expenditures : here, one channel of the influx of 
fpecie into Bengal was Hopped, and it will be found, alfo, that the 
revolutions, which in that quarter, advanced the fortunes of the 
Englilh, have materially lelfened the like imports of the other Ets- 
ropean nations, w/io traded to Bengal. For, exclulively of finding 
a current fale fc their commodities, they have been enabled to 
procure, from th ; Englifli, large Turns of money, for bills on Eu> 
rope. An important change has been alfo effedted on the interior 
commerce of Bengal, by the extindlion of the Mahometan domi- 
nion. 

The native princes, and chiefs of a various defciiption, the re^ 
tainers of numerous dependants, afforded a conflant employment 
to a vaft number of ingenious manufa6):urers, who fupplied the^ 
mailers with gold and lilver Huffs, curioufly flowered, plain muT* 
lins, a diverfity of beautiful filks, and other articles of Afiatic lux- 
ury ; the ufe of which, wealth, and a propenlity to a voluptuous 
life, naturally excited. Thele Mahometan, or Hindoo, chiefs, have 
ather been removed, or being no longer poflelfed of their former 
refource, have fallen into poverty and decay ; and the artizans, 
who had been fupported in their profefllions by the& powerful and 
wealthy maHers, were, on their expulfion, obliged, from a want of 
fubfiHence, to quit their profellions, or the country. Hence, many 
branches of rare manufa£lure, evidently declined } and fbme of the 
moH precious arc now no longer known. The diHra£led and im- 
poverilhed condition of the Moghul and Perfian empires, bath coiv 

tributed. 
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tributed, confiderably, to lefllen the great demand which was made 
by tbofe dates, for the produce of Bengal, when Dehli and Ifpahan 
enjoyed reigns of grandeur and vigour. When it is conHdered, that 
the Moghul court, whether in it’s fplendour or wealth, exceeded 
that of all other nations ; that the numerous governors, interfperfed 
throughout the provinces, adopted the manners of foveixign princes 
and that all their more luxurious articles of drefs were fabricated in 
Bengal ; we mud conclude, that the difeontinuation of fuch a 
traffic has produced drong effe£fs. In deferibing this commercial 
event, which has brought an evident change in the quality of the 
trade of Bengal, I am not authorized, by any fpccific knowledge, to 
fay, that a general injury has been felt by the country } prehaps, 
the lodes which have been fudained are counterpoifed by the aug« 
mentation of the cargoes, though of a didferent fpecies, which are 
now tranfported, annually, to Europe. 

Having already itoticed the laige influx of European Ipecie, or 
bullion, in this country, and the caule of the cdfation of this traf* 
fic, 1 will offer fome defultory fentiments, on the fubjefl of the di- 
minution of the coin in Bengal, of which, grevious complaints 
have long exided. During the Mahometan adminidration, private 
wealth was ufually expended on the fpot wheie it had been ac- 
quired } and though- feverity and oppredion might have been ex- 
ercifed in the accumulation, yet, by it's quick circulation, through 
the many channels of luxury, the country at laige was improved 
and embeUilhed, without any decreafe of the general currency. It 

may 
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may be urged, that the expenditure of Europeans, in thdr public 
and private buildings, has, adequately, fupplied the wants of the 
artizan and labourer. But, I am led to hazard an opinion, that 
this amount falls much Ihort of that applied by the preceding 
princes to the conftruflion of mofques, baths, Hindoo temples, 
grand refervoirs of water, fpacious gardens, together with a variety 
of coftly private edifices. Thefe modes of expence are nather 
adapted to the genius, or inclination, of Europeans, who have no 
religious palfion to gratify, nor are they impelled, by patriot zeal, 
to raife monuments of grandeur in India } but holding themfelves 
the moveable tenants of the day, they are eager to reach their na- 
tive home, that they may there enjoy the fruits of thrir labour. 

As the remittance of Englifh property to Europe could not Be 
fufficiently attained, by means of public bills, the fervants of the 
Company, and private merchants, have been often driven to the 
neceffity of exporting fpede, though fuch a medium be attended 
with heavy lofs ; or th^ are induced to throw their caih into fo- 
reign funds, whereby their enemies, or at leaft, their rivals, are en- 
riched. The injurious tendency of this linutation of public remit- 
tance, having been fo leverely felt, and repeatedly reprefented to the 
fuperior Government in England, it is to be expected that the chan- 
nel of conveying property from India, will be opened in lb efficient 
a manner, that the neceffity of purfuing, in future the deftruc- 
tive alternative of exporting gold and filver, or employing forrigh 
agents, will be, wholly, obviated. As the private calh tsdeen up in 

Inffia 
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Xn<lia win be invefted in Indian producej and (ent to Europe, for 
the exprefs.purpofe of dlfcharging the bills drawn ; the pofition is 
clear, excepting in the event of iinforefeen calamity, that the fales 
of the cargoes, in Europe, will enable the Eafl; India Company to 
difcharge the requlfite payments. In teftimony of the vaft inherent 
refource of Bengal, it is necelfary to obferve, that the wealth of this 
province, which has fupported, by its millions, the Coromandel 
and Malabar coafts, foreign and domeftic wars, and the trade of 
China and Bencoolen, muft have been accumulated in the fpace of 
fixty or (eventy years. 

Fxom the period of Arungzebe's death,* until nearly the date 
of our territorial eftablilhments in India, when the Moghul Empire 
Bill preferved a large poflelfion of its power, the balance of the re- 
tienues of Bengal, was punctually conveyed, in fpecie and-f* Bills, 
to the Imperial treafury. The remittance of this amount has been 
known to caule lb great a icarcity of money, that many perfons, 
poflefled of even large property, have incurred difficulties, in de- 
fraying their domeftic expences. Though the maritime commerce 
of Bengal does not mountain the vigor which accompanied it, whilft 
the Eort^eans were confined to the coafts of India, and exerciftd 
fimply the profeffion of merchants, a brillt and important trade 
is yet carried on at Calcutta. The advantageous traffic that fub- 

a This Prince died, A. H. 1707. 

f A crore of rupees, or miUion fierlin^ hat been fent in the courfe of one year 
bon fiengd to Delhi. 
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ilfted formerly betvvcen this port and Pegae, Sianiy and the Malay 
idands, now feebly remains ; and, unlefs fome favourable change is 
fpeedily efrefied, bears the appearance of a total failure. Though 
tliefe branches of commerce, filver bullion, gold-duft and predous 
Hones, were introduced into Bengal ; from whence, in return 
raw and wrought filks, coarfe cotton cloths, ojuum, and lalt petre, 
were exported. It hath alfo been alledged, that, within thefe late 
years, the maritime trade of Bengal has reedved a check from an 
embargo, or, what is tantamount, an excellive high duty Imd on the 
importation of foreign &lt. This reftridion has reduced the number* 
of (hips, and lellened the conliderable exportation of grain, which, 
before that period, annually took place at the port of Calcutta : 
yet, though it may have injured the exterior commerce, the revenue 
of the Ganges fait has been increafed, by this reftriftion, to an 
amount never produced at any former period. It is painful, per- 
haps not juH, to expatiate on the defeats, or the misfortunes of a- 
country, and hold them out to public view ; without propoling 
remedies for the ills that are exhibited. The Icantinefs of my local 
knowledge, will only permit me to fay, that as the welfare of the 
Britilh dominion in India, ultimately depends on the profperity of 
Bengal, no labour Ihould be thought irkfome, no rational plan left- 
untried, which may improve its revenne, or encourage its trade. 

On the 29th of May I ariived at Berhampore. In this canton- 
ment, which is large and commodious, are ftationed three rai- 
ments of fepoys, and a battalion of Europeans. On the 15th of 

June, 
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June, made an excurfion to Moorefhedabad^ and It’s environs, that 
I might view the theatre on which thofe interefting fchemes had 
been agitated, which, after a feiies of intrigue and blood-Aied, ad> 
vanced the Englilh to the dominion of a wealthy kingdom. 

At the diftance of a mile below the city, and on the oppolite 
bank of the river, ftands the burying place of Ali Verdy Khan, 
known alfo in India by the name of Mahobut Jung ; a man, who, 
by his abilities as a foldier and a ftatefman, raifed himfelf from a 
private condition, to the Subahdarry of Bengal. He maintained an 
obftinate war with the Mahrattas, for the fpace of eight years, and 
was, after an obftinate ftruggle, obliged to cede to them the dif- 
trids of Kuttack. 

Not far from the tomb of Mahobut Jung, lies interred his 
nephew, Seraje-ud-Dowlah, well known in Englilh biftory, by his 
capture of Fort William, and afterwards, confining the unfortu- 
nate garrifon in a clofe dunjgeon } where moft of them, died from 
the feverity of their fituation. The fate of this young man was 
fimilar to that of many an Eaftem Prince ; of fuch, efpecially, who 
experience a reverie of fortune. — Seraje-ud-Dowlah was betrayed 
by Meer jafiier, at the battle of PlalTey, and afiallinated a fliort 
time after, by his order. Were the conduct of Meer Jaffier to be 
tried by the law of natural aifeftions, or by the rules of private 
honor, it muft appear tdnted with a die of deep hue. Mahobut 
Jung, thinking to Iccure to his fucceiTur the attachment of Meer 
Jaffier, bellowed on this officer, the higheft office of Government, 

VoL, I. B with 
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with his After in marriage } and on his death bed, in the moft ear- 
neft manner, delivered the young Nabob to his tutelage and pro* 
tedion. Mahobut Jung ihould have known, from fuccefsful 
experience,* that no ties are fufliciently coercive to reftrain the 
wild force of ambition j particularly that Ipecies of it found in an 
AAatic breaft, which is ften to break down every fence. 

Tub Mollahs, who are employed here to offer up their prayers 
for the dead, faid, that the widow of Seraje^ud-Dowlsdi, frequently 
comes to this maufoleum, and performs certain ceremonies of 
mourning, in memory of her deceafed hufband. Moorelhedabad, 
which now bears the various marks of poverty and decay, an evi* 
dent refult of the removal of the feat of Government, is a city of 
no old date } as the refidence of the fubahs of Bengal, who, not 
many years ago, kept their court it Rajah Mhal, about one hun* 
dred miles further up the river. The prefent Subahdar, Mubarick- 
ud-Dowlab, grandfon of Meer Jaffier, and fon of the Nabob 
Mirun, who was faid to have been killed by lightening,, receives an 
annual ftipend of fixteen lacks of rupees, from the Company’s trea- 
fury ; having: never been vefted with the power, or pofftAed of an 
afpiring temper, he is the lefs reftlefs, in bis prefent Atuation. As 
the Britifh nation, in the acquiAtion of their polTeffions in Bengal, 
have been materially aided, by the family of Mubaiick-ud-Dow- 
lab, they fhould not, from any narrow fcheme of (economy, recede 

* He had made a fucceftful ufe, in his attainment of power, of the various inftrumenU 
of intrigue and treachery. 

from 
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ftUB thnr ci^tgements with this prince, who, though flattered by 
the tnoft indulgent attention, muft ftill have mortifying moments, 
unkfi he is wholly bereft of the fenfe of feeling, or the faculty of 
itfle^on. No buildings of note are leen in the city of Moore- 
Ihedabad: that which moft attrafis the attention, is the cemetery 
of Meer Jaffier, his begum, and the Nabob Mherun : * few things 
are more effidicious, in reprefling or mocking vanity, of which af- 
fedion fo ample a fliare has fallen to our lot, than, difpaflionately, 
to view the repofitory of thofe who in their lives have been termed 
great men, who, ** before they (huffled off this mortal coil,” in- 
flamed by pride, avarice, ambition, thought empires too narrow 
for their fcope, and that mankind were only created to become 
the inftruments of their mad delires : thefe once towering crea- 
tures, are now, per force, lodged in very moderate apartments, 
where their turbulent fehemes fleep in quiet, and their names 
Hire often buried in their alhes. — A tomb is one of thofe few 
appendages of a great man, in the poffeflion of which none 
envy him. 

On the 23d of June, I embarked in a boat at Moorelhedabad, 
and with a frefli eafterly wind, (ailed up the river about 30 miles. 
The boatmen, generally Hindoos, fallen the boat to the (hore in 
the evening, that they may eat and refrelh themfelves j it not 
heing the ufage of thrir feft to prepare vifluals on the water. 

* 1 havv.' been alib infoimed that Mherun was interred at Rajcnihal. It is not ufual 
among the Mahometans to ereA cenotaphs. 

B 2 
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24th. — I Taw the village of Jungypore on the eaftem ihorr 
where the Company have cftabliHied a faflory, for the manufac- 
ture of raw-dlk. This day our courfe was about twenty miles. 

25th. — Entered the main branch of the Ganges : — here the 
river afhjrds a fpacious view, which is terminated, at the extremity 
of a long reach, by a vifta of the hills above Rajah Mbal, extend- 
ing, in a regular chain, to the north-weft. The Ganges, which at 
Sooty,* is full four miles acrofs, was that day roughly agitated by a 
ftrong wind, which heaving the waters into a ftiort breaking wave, 
gave it the apjKarance of an arm of the fea. The riches of Bengal, 
with a large portion of the convenicncy of it’s inhabitants, are, in 
an eflential degree, derived from this river, which, with its numer- 
ous branches flowing through and interfering an extenflve fpace of 
country, tranfports fpeedily, and at a moderate expence, the various 
product of (hftrirs, towns, and villages, to places, where they are 
immediately confumed, or collered for the fupply of more diftant 
marts. The Ganges alfo affords a grand aid to the Englilh, in all 
military operations within their own territory j whilft their armies 
on the Coromandel and Malabar Coafts, are, from a want of pro- 
vifions and ammunition, cramped and impeded in their motions; 
and are frequently, for the obtainment of thefe fupplies, compelled 
to retreat, on the moment of reaping the full fruits of victory. 
But, the Bengal armaments are furnilhed, from their ftore boats, 


* A village near the head of the Caifitnbazar rivers 


with 
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with every equipment ; and the Europeans enjoy, in their campr, 
even the luxuries of life. 

In the evening, arrived at Rajah Mhal, a former rehdence of 
fome of the Bengal fubahdars. Ali Veidy Khan, in the beginning 
of his adminifttation, which commenced in 1742, removed the feat 
of Government from this place to Moorelhedabad. I could not 
learn the caufe of this preference ; although not deficient in eiir 
quiiy. The natives of India, are not much addicted to curious ia> 
veftigation, and are generally inattentive to the hiftory of their own 
country. It would feem that their chief happinefs is centered, in 
enjoying the prefent hour, which abforbs every retrofpeff of tlie 
paft, and care of the future. Their pleafures are even indolent and 
languid, and partake of the mild influence of their climate, and the 
eafy produce of a fertile foil Ali Verdy Khan probably removed 
his capital to Moorlhedabad, that he might keep a more vigilant 
watch over the adlions of the Englilh, whom, it was faid, he fear- 
ed } and alfo more conveniently profecute the war againft the 
Mahrattas, who had invaded his country, on the fide of the Kut- 
tack. Rajah Mhal bears at this day an impoverilhed afpefl ; and 
were it not for the heaps of ruins interfperfcd through the town 
and its environs, which have now mouldered into a ftate of deep 
decay, it would be diilicult to difcover, that this place had been, 
fo lately, the principal city of a powerful and opulent chief. 
Sauntering amongft t'.ie ruined building , I (frayed into a fmall gar- 
den adjo.n.Hig the b-nk of the river j where perceiving an old man, 

employed 
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employed in dig^ng, I entered into a ccmverlation with hittt Hap- 
pening to be more intelligent than the common clafs, and agree- 
ably to the period of his life, very narrative, he afforded me much 
amofement in his relation and remarks. This old Cicerone ob- 
Terved, that the very (pot which he was then cultivating, was the 
lite of the Nobet Ghah } or the mufic-hall of the old palace ; and 
tliat within his recolle£tion, a capacious garden had extended in 
front of his little inclofure, wluch the Ganges had now fwept 
away. The inftability of the monuments of human grandeur can- 
not, in any region of the globe, I apprehend, be more faithfully, 
or more giievoully exemplified than at lUyah Mhal i yet I muft 
exclude from this range of ruins the convenient and hofpitable 
houfe of Mr. Cleveland, which formed a part of the Subahdar's 
palace. 

On the 26th, pafTed, with a frefh eafterly wind, the village of 
Sickergully, (ndiere a heavy fwell had nearly overfet the boat) and 
obferved near it a neat building, which had been ere6led by Mr. 
Cleveland, for the accomodation of paflengers. 

27th. — Saw the town of Pointee, near which, on an eminence, 
(lands an Hindoo, or Mahometan manfion } and a mofque, now 
apparently in difufe. Adjacent to thefe buildings, a monument has 
been raifed td the memory of a Mr. Middleton, who died there, on 
his journey to Calcutta : thefe objefls would not prehaps deforve 
notice, did they not ptefent pi^refque land-marks. 

28th.— the wind being light, and the current ftrong, the men 


were 
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wen obliged to track the boat. Thefe tv^ o laft days we proceeded 
only about thirty miles. An evident danger is incurred by ap« 
proaching the banks of the Ganges during the latter fcafon of the 
lain, from their frequently falling, being of great height in many 
places, and chiefly eonipofed of lobfe ibil, the weight of earth de« 
fcending on a boat, would undoubtedly deftroy it. 

a9th.— At noon, arrived at Jungherah, a fmall rocky ifland,on 
which Hands a feminary of Hindoo mendicants, and on one of the 
fidea are feen fome figures of very ancient fculpture. A long line 
of hills, running from the ibuth-eaH to the north-weft, forms here 
a beautiful termination of a broad range of ^e river. It has been 
faid, that Seraje-ud-Dowlah was aflaflinated at Jungherah, whither 
he had fled for ihdter from the purfuit of Meer Jaffier } but it 
(hould feem more probable, that he was apprehended near this 
place, and carried to Moorelhedabad. 

This day, obferved the frame of a well, built of bricks, that 
flood in the middle of the ftream, with its wall in perfe£l condi- 
tion, full fifteen feet above the furface of the water. It mtdl have 
pertained to Ibme village, bordering on the Ganges ; now deftroyed 
by the encroachment of it’s flood. 

Proceed£D this day, about 35 miles, and in the evening, (aw 
Mongheer, where I arrived the next day. The fort is in a decayed 
condition, as well as the private buildings, which are uninhabited* 
The fituation, which occupies a flat of great extent towards the 
weftward, and has the Ganges on the north, is equally well chofen 

fiut 
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for defence, and conveniency. One of the angle baftions commands 
a beautifully wining view of the river, which is clofed by a range 
of diftant hills. It appears that the pielent fort of Mongheer 
was built by Sultan Shujah, the fecond fon of Shah Jehan,* who 
governed the provinces of Bahar aid Bengal, and was held in high 
eftimation by the natives, for his liberality and equitable admini- 
ftration. As fome relation of Sultan Shujah, (efpecially of the lat- 
ter period of his life, which was involved in a feries calamity) may 
excite your attention, and enable me to offer op a tribute of pity to 
the memory of an unfortunate, but gallant, prince, I will lay it be- 
fore you, agreeably to the memoirs of M. Bernier, one of the moft 
accurate and ingenious writers, on the hiftory of Hindoftan. 

After the battle of Alhabad, in which he had been worftcd, 
Sultan Shujah retired into the interior parts df Bengal, with his 
army, where he made a vigorous Hand againft the arms of the Em- 
peror.'l* Bernier fays, ** There remaineJ, now, no other thorn in 
*' the fide of Aurungzebe, than Sultan Shujah, who ftill main- 
** tained himfelf in Bengal } but he was at length forced to yield 
" to the power and fortune of his brother. 

^ Amir Kumla,]; by the numerous boches of tioops that had 


^ This Prince caufed a broad and deep trench to be cut from the river to the hills, very 
(perceptible traces of which are now to be feen) for the more eflFeAually defending this 
poft againft the attack of Aurungzebe's army, which had purfued him from the upper 
jiarts of the country, 
t Aurungaebe. 

} The Officer commanding the expedition againft Sultan Shujah, 


joined 
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" joined him, was enabled to hem in the army of Sultan Shujah, 
** on both (ides of the Ganges, and to compel that prince to feek 
** refuge at Dacca, a town lituate on the extremity of Bengal, to- 
** wards the fea fide } and here, enfues the conclufion of the tragedy. 
*' The Sultan Shujah, being deftitute of Ihips to put to fea, and 
“ not knowing whither to ily, lent his eldefl; (bn, Sultan Banque, 
“ to the Kitig of Racan,* or Mug, who was of Heathen religion, 
** to know, whether he might be ^Krmitted to take Ihcltcr in his 
“ country, for a certain time, and when the monfoon, or periodi* 
cal winds (hould fet in, whether he could be furnilhed with a 
** velTel, to carry him to Mecca, from whence he intended palling 
into Ibme part of Turkey, or Perfia. Sultan Banque returned to 
" Dacca, with Ibme galleafifes, manned, with Feringhis, I mean, thofe 
fugitive Portuguefe chriftians, who had entered info the fervice of 
'* the King of Racan, and were employed in no other bufinels 
“ than ravag^g the lower parts of Bengal. The young man re- 
** porting to his father, that he had been kindly received, and had 
“ full aiTurances of proteftion, and alfiftance given him j Sultan 
** Shujah, with his femily, confifting of three fons, daughters, and 
thdr, mother, embarked at Dacca. On their arrival at Racan, 
they were treated with much civility, and provided with fuch 
neceflaries, requifite for thdr fubfiftence, as the country alFord- 
ed } in the name of the King. Some montlis pafs away, the 

* More commonly known by the name of Aracan, 
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'* feafon ot the favorable winds alfo approach, but no mention is 
** made of the veflel, though the Sultan required it, on no other 
terms than die payment of the hire, for he, yet, wanted not ru- 
*• pees of gold and fitver, or gems.— -He had, indeed, too great a 
plenty of them, bis wealth being, in all appearance, the caufe of 
“ his ruin, or at leaft, contributing much to it. This prince 
mi^t long enough have foliated for a (hip $ all was in vain } he 
** effected nothing.— On the contrary, the King began to (hew 
'* great coldnefs, and to complain of his not coming to fee him. 
** I know not whether Sultan Shujah thought it unworthy of 
" himfelf, and too great a condefcenfion to idlit this King ; or 
rather, whether, he feared, that being in the power of their 
chief, his perfon miglit be feized on, for the purpofe of plunder- 
*< ing his treafure, and that he himfelf might be delivered into the 
hands of Amir Kumla, who had offered, in the name of Au- 
** rungzebe, large fums of money, with other confiderable advan- 
** tages, for obtaining the polTeflion of this unfortunate family. 

“ Whatever might have been the caule, Sultan Shujah did 
" not go thither, but lent his eldeft fbn ^ who, on approaching 
“ the dwelling of the King, began to difplay his liberality to the 
people, by throwing amongft them a confiderable quantity of 
** rupees of gold and filver, and when he came before the King, lie 
“ prefented him with rich embroideries, and rare pieces of gold- 
** fmith’s work, fet with precious ftones of great value } excufing 
** at the fame time, on account of fome illnefs, his father, in 

“ whole 
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*' whofe name he had now to entreat, that the (hip, which had 
been promifed, might be held in readinefs. But, all that the 
'' Prince had done, had not advanced his bufinefs ; on the con> 
“ trary, this King, in the courle of five or fix days after, made a 
demand of one of the daughters of Sultan Shojah, in marriage, 
** in which the father refolving never to acquiefce, the King be- 
** came highly offended. 

Sultan Shujah feeing the feafon for failing had palTed away, 
and perceiving the fituation in which he was then placed was a 
“ defperate one, determined on purfuing equally defperate mea- 
fures, and undertook the performance of an a£lion, which may 
** afford a great example of the efforts of defpair. Altliough this 
" King of Racan, in his religion, is a Pagan, there are many 
Mahometans, mixed with the people, who have either chofen to 
** retire amongft them, or have been enflaved by the Portuguefe 
" before mentioned, in thdr expeditions to the neighbouring 
** coafts. Sultan Shujah fecretly gained thefe men, whom he 
joined with two or three hundred of his own own people, the 
** reminder of thofe who followed him from Bengal ; and with 
** this force he refolved to furprize the houfe of the King, put his 
** fismily to the fword, and make himfelf fovereign of the country. 
*' This bold attempt, which refembled more the enterprize of a 
** defperado, than that of a prudent man, yet, had, from the in- 
** telligence I colleffed from many Muffulmen, Portuguefe, and 
** Hollanders, who were then on the fpot, a certain feafibility in 

C a « it. 
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“ it. Bat the day before the blow was to be given, a difcovety 
was made of the deiign, which altt^ether ruined the affairs of 
*' Sultan Shujah, and involved in it the deftru£tion of his family. 
“ For, after this failure, having no further hope of retrieving his 
** fortune, he enb:avoured to efcape into Pegu ; a purpole, in a 
“ manner impolT jle to be effedled, by reaibn of the vaft moun> 
'* tains and foref s that lay in the way ; belides, they purfued him 
“ fo clofely, that he was overtaken, the fame day on which he 
** fled. It may be well imagined, that Sultan Shujah defended 
himfelf, with the moft obftinate courage. The number of Bar> 
*' barians that fell under his fword will fcarcely be credited i but 
" at length, oveipowered by the multitude of his enemies, be 
** was forced to quit the combat. Sultan Banque, who had not 
** advanced as far as his father, fought like a lion, until covered 
*' with the blood of the wounds he received from the ftones, that 
“ had been fhowered upon him from all fides, he was feized on-, 
** and carried away, with his mother, two young brothers, and 
*' his fitters. All that could be learned of the fate of Sultan Shu« 
" jah, himfelf, was, that, accompanied by one woman, an eunuch, 
** and two other perfons, he afcended the top of a mountain •, 
** that he was wounded on the head with a ttone, which ftruck 
** him down j but that the eunuch having bound up the wound, 
'* with his own turban, he arofe again, and efcaped into the midft 
*' of the woods. Tins rdation I have heard recounted in many 
•* differem ways, by thole even that were on the l^t. which gave 

** rife 
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" life to a variety of reports of this Prince, and ipread frequent 
alarms at the court of Xkhli. ' 

This writer, after giving a detail of the many conjectures, that 
were formed of the &te of Sultan Shujah, mentions, that he tra> 
veiled from Bengal to Mafulipatam, with an eunuch of that 
Prince, and his former commandant of artillery, who told him 
that Sultan Shujah was dead, but obferved a ftriCt referve in com* 
munkating any farther information. Mr. Bernier fuppofes, that if 
Sultan Shujah was not flain, on the place of aCtion, he mull have 
died, foon after ; falling rither into the hands of robbers, or a prey 
to the wild beafts, with which the foreM of that countiy abound. 

SoBsattpaiiTLT to this event, the remadning branches of rite 
family were thrown into prifon, where riiey were treated with much 
ruden^ } but after fame time, Bernier lays, they recaved a milder 
tfeatment, which was chiefly caufed by the marriage of the eldeft 
daughter of Sultan Shujah, srith the King of Racan. The leqod 
of this event fets forth, that the lervants of the Sultan Banque 
were diftovered in forming another confpiracy, vrith thole Mahcv 
metans, who have been already noticed, and that the King bong 
now violently exafperated agunft this unfortunate flimily, ordered 
it to be extirpated } nor did any branch remun, ac^ng the 
Princeft, whom he had efjmuiM.* 

Cassom 

* Ihsraheendiemm iuducedtoinferttUs rdttkmortht ftttofSuttmShHjib, 
u it phcn the condufioa of acurioiu biftoricil piflagiB^ ins pmt of vkir, difllereQe 
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Cassum Ali Khan, in the laft years of his government, retired 
to the fort of Mongheer, and aftuated by a keen rcfcntment againlt 
the Englifh, for their extenuve encroachments on his authority, 
and the commerce of his country, he formed the plan of throwing 
off their yoke, and annihilating their influence in Bengal. In ad* 
dition to thefe motives, he was urgently incited to the attempt by 
the officers of his court and army, who were neceflarily alarmed 
at the diminution of their power and lucrative appointments. 
Amongft the foremofl of thefe, we find the Armenian Khojah 
Gregore, who, contrary to the ufage of his country-men, had af- 
fumed the profeffion of arms, and had rilen to high rank and con- 
fidence, in the fervice of CaflTam Ali. He feems, with Sumroo, to 
have borne a principal part in the war againft the Englifli, which 
ultimately involved, as is well known, the ruin of CalTum, and 
the deftrudlion of the Mahometan dominion in Bengal. Gregore 
alfo loft his life, for on a fufpidon of intriguing with the Arme- 
nians of Calcutta he was cut off, previoiifly to the expulfion of his 
matter. With Caffum Ali tended, drtually, the power of the 

fubahdars 

from that deferibed by a late writer (Col. Dow) on the Empire of Hindooftan ; whoi 
however well-founded his daims to accuracy, could not have attained the pofleffion of 
more authentic documents, than a perfon, who was himfdf brought forward into the 
adion of the day, and whofe writings for the (pace of more than lOO years, have borrie 
the teft of truths 

* Cafliim Ali Khan, after wandering about the upperjrovinces, and foliciting the 
aid of various chiefs againft the Englifli, fought protedion at the Court of Dehli. He 
evinced the &me intriguing and liuiguiiiaiy difpofition in domcftic lift^ as had marked 

bis 
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fabahdan of Bengal Meer Jaffier, in his laft admbiftration, 
made a feeble attempt to refume his authority, but it foon termi> 
natedin his death, and in leaving the Englilh the fupreme rulers of 
an extenfive and valuable territory. 

I Ihould be ill intitled to a place, even amongft the moR trite 
obfervers, did 1 not, before I quitted this part of the country, 
throw my mite into the fund of general applaule which has been 
beftowed on Mr. Cleveland. This gentleman, whom I never faw, 
but whofe works loudly proclaim his merit, and diifufe his praile, 
has by an equitable and judicious management of the Rajah Mhal 
and Bauglq)our diftriAs^ confiderably increafed the number- of in- 
habitants, and improved, as well as facilitated, the colleflion of 
the revenue. The increafe of population is confpicuoufly feen in 
the dependency of Mongheer, and in the extenfive mercats of that 
place, which are reforted to by a conconrft of various traders. He 
hath allb made ftrenuous exertions, in drawing the adjacent. 
Mountaineers, from their faftnefies to the plains. Nor have his 
labours fiuled of fuccels. Twelve hundred of thele men have en- 
tered into our fervice, and are embodied in a corps, whloh bears 
the appearance of becoming ufeful to the ftate. The indulgent 

hif public charaQer. He endeavoured, it is faid, to fupplaiit the Minifter at Dehli, by 
an ofler of a large donation to the King ; and he is accufed of murdering, at different 
times, the women he carried with him from Bengal. At his death, which happened at 
the village of Kutwall, in 1777, the Court feized on his eftate, the value of which 
was computed at m thiujand pQundi a fmall refidue cf the plunder of Bengal and 
Bebarl 
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treatment (hewn them with the fuperior advantages, whidi they 
derive, mufl; operate as powerful inducements to their brethren, 
in following (b profitable an example. The d^redations of thefe 
people had, at former periods, rendered the paflage of the roads 
in that quarter fo unfafe, that efcorts were ftatbnCd at certain 
pods, for the proteflion of travellers} and detachments of two 
and three battalions, have occafionally been fent againft the lavage 
inhabitants of the Bauglepour hills ; who are now become the 
guardians of a country, which they had long wafted, by rapine 
and bloodlhed. 

Mr. Cleveland has eftabliftied fmail buildings, at moft of the 
haldng places within his diftiifls, for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers } and the natives of thofe parts, who feem to have profited 
by the conduft of their chief, are peculiarly attentive to ftrangers. 
Such have been the advantages, which the ftate, and a body of 
people have derived, from the public fpirit, and the benevolent 
efforts of one man I But his reward hath been bounteous and 
complete. He hath enjoyed the honour of exalting, in a diftant 
land, the charaAer of his nation, and felt feniations which tran- 
iport the mind beyond the reach of fortune. 

On the 3d of July, I left Mongheer } and arrived, on the 5th, 
at Patna, by water. This city is fpacious and populous, though 
much fallen from the importance it held, during the refidenCe of 
the Subahdar of Baliar. The great quantity of popfnes cultivated 
in the contiguous diftriAs, from which opium of an excellent 

quality 
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qualUy is produced, together with extenlive lalt-petre works, have 
rendered Patna opulent, and the center of an extenlive commerce. 
The different manufadtures of lilver, iron, and wood, are little 
inferior in this* city, to thofe of Europe; and when the rude> 
nefs of the tools, with the fimplidty of the procefs, is examin> 
ed, the degree of delicacy which the artifans have acquired in 
their feveral profeflions, mud; challenge a high admiration. 

The numerous ruins of public and private edifices, fcattered 
through the town of Patna, and its environs, indicate a former 
grandeur and extent, which now no longer exift. An ancient 
name of this place, Itill known to fomc of the more intelligent 
inhabitants, and bearing an affinity to that given, by Strabo and 
Pliny, to the fuppofed capital of India, has fuggefted an opinion, 
that Patna occupies the lituation of the celebrated Palibertha; 
which is farther fubdantiated by the geographical obfervations of 
Major Rennel. — Cuiiofity, and the defire of the moment to indulge 
a melancholy idea, led me to the fpot, where the Englifh were 
mallacred by the order of Caflum Ali. The former buildings are 
removed, and a well pro^rtioned monument has been ere£)»d in 
commemoration of that dreadful event, though without any in- 
fcription. Perhaps it had been confident with founder policy, 
that no fuch memorial had been fixed; but as it was judged 
expedient to record, thus publicly, an aA of treacherous cruelty, 
the caufe, I think, fhould have been explained. 

On the 13 th of July, I left Patna, and oif the fame day arrived 
Voi. I. D at 
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at Muzufferpour, the refidence of the ColleAor of Tlrhoot, an 
extenfive diftriA, about forty miles to the northward of Patna, and 
producing a revenue of about fix and a half lacks of rupees. 

In the neighbourhood of MuzufFerpour, an action was fought 
in 1760, between Mherim, the eldeft fi>n of Meer Jaffier, afilAed 
by the Englifii troops, and Kadim Huflein Khan, the chief of 
Pumca, in which the latter was defeated. A few days after the 
engagement, Mherim died, firuck, it was faid, by lightening. 
The father believed that his fi}n had been cut off by an afl&flin, 
and he loudly accufcd CalTum Ali of the murder. The event 
having removed a ftrong bar to Caflum’s ambition, and there alfo ap- 
pearing fome fufpicious circumftances, attending the alledged caufe 
of his death, Meer Jafficr may be juftified in believing, that his fon 
had been taken off, by an avowed rival, who was feen at a fubfe- 
quent period, indulging an implacable and ^nguinaiy temper. 

On the 30th of July, crofled the country, and went to Chop- 
rah, a long ftraggling town, lying on the northern fide of the 
Ganges, about twenty miles above Patna. Ch(q>rah is the refi- 
dence of the Colle£tor of Sarun and Champoranj diftrifts yielding 
an annual revenue of fourteen and an half lacks of rupees. The 
French and Dutch had* fadtories at this place, chiefly for the pur- 
pole of manufacturing falt-petre, in which commodity this part of 

* Tbit letter was written during Ae wv with Frioee and Holland, when theft 
places had been captured bj the Englilh. 
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the country ptofuiely abounds. It is not unworthy of notice to 
remark, that the Dutch, though obliged to purchale the greater 
portion of thdr crude falt-petre from the Englilh, were enabled to 
fell it in its purified Hate, at a lower rate than that manufaftuitd 
by the EngUlh Company, and of a fuperior quality. This com> 
mercial advantage, may be afcribed to the rigid iyftem of oecono- 
my obferved by the Dutch in all their operations, and to a perfe- 
vering attention to bofinefi, with which that people feem confti* 
tutionally endowed. 

On the 12th of Auguft, left Choprah, and on the 17th arrived 
by water at Buxar. It was in the vidnity of this place that Calfiim 
Ali, joined by Shujah-ud-Dowlah, with the whole of that Prince’s 
army, made his lafl; effort againft the arms of the Englifh. The 
fuperior numbers of the enemy who crowded the plains of Buxar, 
availed them little, when oppofed to the fmall, but well arranged, 
and determined body of the Englifli ; who after a fmart action of 
two hours, completely routed the combined forces, and captured 
the whole of their artillery. This action, heretofore fo amply 
defcribed, had not perhaps now been adverted to, but for the im* 
pulfe of an eameff defire of imprinting anew on your memory, 
the lervices performed on that day by the Britilh troops ; to whom 
thdr country ftands indebted for a fingular exaltation of its 
fame, and the acquifition of folid benefits. 

The fort of Buxar, which, though fmall, is yet futficiently 
tenable to refift the common attacks of a native power. Hands 

Da on 
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on the exterior limits of the Bahar province. The prefent Cont> 
mandant has added to the ftrength of the fort by fbme late im- 
provements } and frn* a more extenfive protection of the inhabi- 
tants of the adjacent town, he has encompafled a wide fpace to the 
caftward of the fortifications, with a rampart and ditch. 

The curiofities to be feen at Buxar are few, and, excepting 
one, not worthy of enumeration. But this one, the Hindoos hold 
in a degree of eftimation not inferior to that of the Neapolitans 
for the blood of Saint Januarius, or thofe of their faith in gene- 
ral for the holy houfe at Loretto. The monument in queftion, 
which is erefted on a fmall mount to the weftward of the 
fort, is lacied to the memory of the Gold Ram, who is feen 
occafionally officiating as the Mai's of the Hindoos i. and is faid to 
have the direfiion of war and victory. It would appear, that Ram, 
whilft a youth, made a vifit to this eminence, and tarried on it 
for the fpace of feven days, where he was taught from fome learned 
matter of the fcience, the art of managing the bow, and wonder- 
ful were bis feats with this weapon in after times r indeed, were 
the moft moderate of them to be recorded, it would be readily ad- 
mitted without torturing the phrafe, that Ram '* drew a long 
« bow,” 

At the diftance of two miles to the weftward of Buxar, the 
Torin Nullah, a rivulet which falls into the Ganges, terminates 
the province of Bahar, and divides it from Benares. Though 
the Caramnafla river, from bring of greater note than the Nullah, 

and 
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and running contiguous to it, is generally denominated the boun> 
dary. In eroding this river on fervice, the officers on the Bengal 
eftablidiment become intitled to a double portion of their ufual 
pay, for the better enabling them to defray the extraordinary 
expences incurred in countries far diftant from the fca coads, 
and where European articles, from the charges of conveyance, fell 
at an advanced price. 

Ths view from Buxar into the Benares province, prefents a 
feene of infinite gratification to the fenfe. You fee an extended 
plun Ikirted by a broad winding river, and chequered with exu- 
berant fields of com, groves of lofty fpreading trees, and large 
villages ; the whole combines in it Ibme of the granded; objects in 
nature, and impredes the mind with cheerfulnefs and content. 

Lift Buxar on the 23d, and arrived on the 26th at Benares, 
to which city from Mongheer, the didance by water is about 280 
miles. 

In the relation of this fiuling excurfion through the provinces, 
you will doubtlefe fee many inaccuracies. You will likewife fee 
that I have too narrowly circumferibed the defeription of a coun- 
try, winch with a fertility that conveys the idea of plenty, and 
national fecurity, holds out to the eye, a grand and various feope 
of the mod beautiful imagery. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER II. 

BenareSi ^otb September^ 1782. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

Having ^ven 70a a curfory detail of 
my journey from Calcutta to Benares, with the remarks that 00 
cured } I will now lay before you the refult of my enquiries and 
obfervations at this place. Should errors arife in the inveftiga* 
tion of a fubjeft, hitherto flightly difcufled, and, from its exten- 
five variety, perplexed and abltrufe, I muft entreat an indulgent 
eye; and though miftaken in my opinions, I prelume to hope 
for fome commendation, were it only for endeavouring to ad- 
minifter a rational pleafure. 

The city of Benares, for its wealth, coftly buildings, and the 
number of its inhabitants, is clalTed in the firft of ihufe now 
remaining in the polTelfion of the Hindoos. To defcribe with 
A due degree of precilion the various temples dedicated at Be- 
nares, to the almoll innumerable duties, and to explain the ori- 
gin of their foundation with the necelhiry arrangement, would 
require a knowledge far fuperior to mine in the myfterious fub- 
je£t of Hindoo Mytholt^. It is at this day enveloped in fuch 
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deep ob(cur!t7i that even thofe pundits the moft Ikiirdly verfed 
in the Sanicrit,* are not able to render it moderately compre* 
henfible to the generality of people. 

But as tome relation of a city fo famous in Hlndooftan, 
and now fo well known in Europe for fupplying one of the 
grand fources of the religious worlhip of the Hindoos, and being 
the chief repolitoty of the fdence yet exifting among them, may 
not be unacceptable to you, together with a curfory inveftigation 
oS the Mythol(^ of Brimha ; the talk (hall be attempted with 
attention to the objeff, and, 1 truft, with a ftrift adherence to 
troth. 

At the diftance of eight miles from the city of Benares, as it 
is approached on the river, from the eaftward, the eye is attrafled 
by the view of two lofty minarets, which were erected by Au- 
rungzebe, on the foundation of an ancient Hindoo temple, dedi* 
cated to the Mhah Deve. The conftruAion on this facred ruin of 
fo towering a Mahometan pile, which from its elevated height, 
feems to look down with triumph and exultation on the fallen 
Rate of a city lb profoundly revered by the Hindoos, would ap- 
pear to have been prompted to the mind of Arungzebe, by a 
bigotted and intemperate defire of infulting their religion. If fuch 
was his wilh, it hath been completely fulfilled. For the Hindoos 

* The hngiuge in which the leered legends of the Hindoos have been preferred. 
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confidcr this monument, as. the dlfgraceful record of a foreign yoke, 
proclaiming to every Granger, that their favorite city has been de- 
bafed, and the worflilp of their gods defiled. From the top of 
the minarets is feen the entire profpeff of Benares, which occupies 
a fpace of about two miles and an half along the northern bank 
of the Ganges, and generally a mile in-land from the river. Many 
of the houfes, which are remarkably high, fome of theni having 
fix. and feven floors, are built of ftone, refembling that fpecies 
found in the quarries of Portland,* and which abounds in tlus 
part of the country. But the ftreets where thefe lofty buildings 
ftand, are Co narrow as not to admit of two common carriages 
abreaft. In addition to the pernidous effitft which muft proceed 
from a confined atmofphere, there is in the hot leafbn, an intoler- 
able flench arifing from the many pieces of flagnated water dif- 
perfed in difltrent quarters of the town, who^ waters and borders 
are appropriated to the neceflary ufes of the inhabitants. The filth 
alfo, which is indifcriminately thrown into the ftreets, and there left 
ezpofed, (for the Hindoos poiiefs but a finall portion of general 
deanlinels), add to the compound of ill fineUs, to offenfive to the 
European inhabitants of this dty. The irrqj^ilar and comprefled 
manner which has been invariably adopted in forming the ftreets 
of Benares, has deftroyed the efiefts which fymmetry uid arrange- 

* Tbe Beiutcs or Clmiiu-Glinr is dofer gndaed ud deeper eeleure^ than 

diet of Portland. 
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ment would have otherwiie beftowed on a city, intitled from its 
valuable builchngs, to a preference of any capital which 1 have feen 
in India. 

In my refearch into the principles of the Hindoo religion, I 
received great aid from a converfent knowledge of the Marhatta 
language, and an acquaintance, though very trivial, with the San- 
fcrit. The ule of this laft tmigue, now chie% confined to a parti- 
cular fe£l of Bramins, who ofiiciate in the chara£ter of priefts, hath 
ever been made the channel of conveying to the Hindoos, the ef> 
lential tenets o( thdr religion, with all the various forms of their 
worlhip. The Sanfcrit is a fonorous language, abounding in pith 
and concifenefs ; and its periods flow with boldnefs, and terminate 
in a cadence peculiarly mufical. An extrafl of a flohe, or ftanza, 
which has been quoted by Mr. Halhed, is a ftriking teftimony of 
the nervous compofition, and the laconic turn of the Sanfcrit. 
Bang compofed of only four lines, I will infert it, and endeavour 
to ^ve the tranflation literally, aiid in verfe. 


FEtSche 


lEnervln — 

ihetroo. 

Father 

— 

m debt — 

enemy. 

MStlh 

— 

flietroS — 

relhelenee, 

Mother 

— 

enemy — 

extravagant, or inunoraL 

Bhlilah 

— 

rdpErvuttee — 

IhEtroS, 

Wife 

— 

beautiful — 

enemy. 

PSStrE 

— 

fliEtroo — 

n'pundUah, 

Son 

— 

enemy *— 

unlearned. 


V< . L E The 
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The Mother who hath loft her fame. 

The Sire prpfufe and foe to fliame. 

Are to their race a pcft : 

A Bride’s foft joys oft’ thorns implant. 

And he who roams in Folly’s haunt, 

Deftroys his Father’s reft. 

The Hindoos believe in one God, without beginning and with« 
out end, on whom they beftow, defcriptive of his powers, a va- 
riety of epithets. But the moft common appellation, and which 
conveys the fublimeft lenfe of his greatnefs, is, Sree Mun Nar- 
rain.* The Hindoos, in their fupplication to the Deity, addrefs 
him as endowed with the three attributes of omnipotence, omni- 
prefence, and omnUcience, which in the Sanfcrit are exprelTed by 
the terms, Neerangin, Neerakar, and Neergoon. Though thefe 

* There is reafen to believe, that in the more early periods of time, before the 
priefts of the Hindoos had found it expedient, for the firmer eftablifliment of their 
fvay over the minds of the people, to raife a huge fuperftudlure of emblematical wor- 
fliip, the temples ereAed to the Supreme Being were plain, and void of peiibnification ; 
the remains of one of thefe are now to be feen on the fummit of a hill, near the city 
of Kalhmire ; which, according to tradition, had been dedicated to the Creator of 
the world } in which the prayers of thofe who entered, were addrefied to the Deity 
without fupplicating the intercelfion of an intermediate agent, and where no image, or 
fymbol of Divine power, had a place. A gentleman of curious refearch on the coaft 
of Cormnandel, informed me, that at Cbilemberum, about 20 miles to the fouthward 
of Cuddlore, he faw a religious Hindoo edifice, plain, and without any interior figure, 
which was devoted to the worlhip of ** the Invifible God,” and was never approached 
but with tokens of profound awe and reverence. 


terms 
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terms may ik>t in literary ftrifbefs, comprife the predfe meaning 
of the Englilh text, they convey it virtually, and in the ampleft 
fenle. The Hindoos likewife believe, that the Supreme Deity 
poiTeiles a three-fold form, the parts of which are faid to be fepa- 
rate. It is compofed of Sree Mun Narrain, who is fuppofed to 
reprefent a human form; the Alhah Letchinry, defcribed as a 
beautiful woman ; and a lerpent, on which the Ddty is feated. 
This emblematical aflemblage, a fymbol of ftrength, love, and 
wifdom, according to the Hindoo faith, is wholly fpiritual, and is 
never reprefented in their temples by any objeft of matter : they 
fay it is indivifible, and of infinite (pace.* * * § 

In the beginning, the Hindoos believe that the Deity created 
three men, to whom he gave the names of Brimha, Vyftnow, and 
Shevah.*!* To the firft was committed the power of creating man- 
kind : — to the fecond of cherilhing them ; —and to the third, that 
of reftnuning, correding, and deftroj^ng them.:{; Brimha at one 
breath formed the human kind out of the four elements, amongfl; 
which he infufed, if I underfbmd the interpretation, and may be 
allowed the term, a vacuum.§ 

Before 


* Perhaps the myfterious Trvad of Fhto, who made a free ufe of Eafterii know- 
ledge^ may have been formed from Indian materials, 

t Called alfu Eifliever, and the Mbah Deve. 

% III thw capacity of Mhah Devci he is denominated " The Deftrudlive Power.’* 

§ Ihe word in the Saiifcrit language» is the proper fignification of which, 

£ a Ibe- 
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Before the creation of man, Sree Man Narrain formed the 
world oat of a perplexed aggregation of matter, which had been 
covered with the voters, and inhabited by a demon, the fuppofed 

author 

I believe, I ww not »< die time, ecenntely informed of { for it.lhould feem, diet Hin« 
does do not admit of • vacuumi in their fyftem of nature \^akafli meansi in a general 
acceptation, aerial fpace \ bitt in the prefent fenfe, I am induced to think that it if de- 
(igned hy the Hindoos, to denote the grand vivifying principle, termed in ancient fa- 
ble, the Promethean fire, Aippofed to have animated the human body. In this note, 
it may not be unintereftlng to introduce a tenet of the Egyptian theological philofo- 
phers, which correfponds with the idea 1 have formed of the akajh of the Hindoos, 
and alfo, certain opinions entertained by them of the formation of the world, and the 
creation of animated bodies. Thefe philofophical priefts, who profeflTed the tenets of 
Menes, their firft law-giver, (whom they had deified and entitled, Ofiris, or the fun), 
&id that fire, or rather, a refined fpirit, which they diftinguifhed from the elemental 
fire, was difFufed through all nature, and compofed the eflence of that being, who firft 
gave form and order to matter. They bciteved that five elements— -the mind, fire, 
air, earth, and water, conftituted the entire world : they called the mind Jupiter, which 
fignifies the fource of life, and they confidered him the father of all intelligent beings. 
The lire they termed Vulcan, who they alledged, contributed chiefly to the produdlion 
and perfedion of all things. Earth, being as it were the bofom in which all things re- 
ceive the principles of life, was known by the defignation of Mother. The water 
was called Ocean, to which they gave the name of the Nurfing Mother. The air 
was denominated Minerva, and believed to be the daughter of Jupiter, fprung from 
his brain, and always a virgin, as this element is incorruptible and rifes to Heaven.— 
The Egyptian philofophers fuppofed, that all the original matter of the univerfe had 
been immerged in a chaos, and was gradually feparated from it by fermenution ; that 
the air was in continual agitation } that the fire, liberated from the grofTer matter, had 
nfeended, and formed the fun ahd ftars, the bigheft objeAs of the univerfe s that fpirit, or 
the mind, the moft fubtile part of fire, was difperfed tbivjpgh all parts, to animate life, 
and impart voluntary motiooi They added, that the earth and water, which after the 
feparation of the air were yet embodied, became a globe, which conftantly revolving 
on it*s axis, by a motion excited by the fire the feparation of the two bodies was ef- 
fcAed I and that the rays of the fun, making new ^mentations on the furface of the 

earth, 
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author of evil, whom the Godhead drove into an abyfs under the 
earth.* 

The Hindoos, as Mr. Halhed in his tranflation of the Code 
of Hindoo Laws has fully fet forth, are arranged in four grand 
c'afts, or tribes j -f that of the Bramin, the Chittery, the Bhyfe, 
and the Sooder. Each of thefe cafts is fubdivided into numerous 
ie£ls, the particular ulages of which are preferved with care aiid 
attentive diftinftions. There are feflaries, alfo of the lame tribe, 
who do not admit of the intercourle of marriage with each other, 


earthy yet foift and flimy, produced numerous excreflencea, whicby nouriflied and 
ftrengthened by the grofs vapours of the night»— -the adlion of the moony— -and after- 
wardsy by the heat of the dayy appeared at lengthy in the forms of different animals. 
Thofe in whom the fire predominatedy mounted into airy and became birds : thofe 
which participated more of earthy as meOy quadrupeds— and reptileSj remained on the 
furfiwey while the more aqueous fubftances defeended to the waters, their proper place 
of abode. It was neceffary to give reafonsy why nature had ftopped in her primary 
operationsy and did not form many more animal creatures, as the manner of formation 
had been fo fimple and eafy. Syftematic philofophy, even in its infancy, did not want 
refource ; and that of the Egyptians has met the objedlion, by urging, that nature had 
originally infpired every fpecies of animals with the inftind of propagation ; having 
figely ibrefeen, that when the fun and the winds had entirely dried the earth, it would 
be incapable of producing perfed animals.— See Mr. Labbathier's Hiftory of Ancient 
Nations, tranflated by Mr. Stockdale. 

* The writers of the Hindoo mythology, have given various and diffufe deferip- 
tlons of the origin of the world, and of the human and animal race, but unite in 
blending them with a feries of extravagant and difgufting fables. 

t There is in India an aboriginal race of people^ who are not claffed in any of the 
feds, and confined to the moll menial offices. They are not permitted to enter any 
temple of the Hindoos, and they obferve no reftridion. On fome parts of the coafi 
of Coromandel, they are called Dhertfiuid Pariahs j and, in Bengal, Harees. 


or 
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or of eating at the fame board. It fhould feem, that the genuine 
race of the Chittery has for a great length of time been extinA, 
and that its place is now occupied by a fpuriou^ tribe. The Hin- 
doos compoling thefe caflis and clal&s, are ultimately branched in 
two divifions ; the one denominated Vyftnow Bukht ; the other, 
Sheva Bukht. The followers of the former deity are ufually dif- 
tinguilhed by a longitudinal mark tm the forehead, whilft thofe of 
the latter draw a parrallel line on that part. Vyftnow is worlhip- 
ped under the reprefentation of a human figure, having a circle of 
heads, and four hands ; emblems of an all-feeing and all provident 
Being. The figure of a fabulous bird, on wliich he is fuppofed 
to ride, and denoting the velocity of his motion, is occafionally 
placed in front of this image. Sheva, or Eifhwer, and as he is often 
denominated by the Hindoos, the Mhah Deve, is ufually repre- 
fentcd by a compound figure, defcribing the male and female parts 
of generation, and defigned as the fymbol procreation and fe- 
cundity : thefe faculties, or qualities, being clalfed amongft the 
chmceft blefliings of the Hindoos, and the deprivation of them 
dwmed a fevere reproach and misfortune. Facing this defignation 
of Mhah Deve, is fometimes feen, ih a fuppliant pofture, the fta- 
tue of a cow, or bull ; an animal fitid to Have derived his facred 
qualities, from having been chofen by this god, as the favourite 
medium of his conveyance. But the more enlightened pundits fay, 
that this creature hath been preferved from daughter, by its great 
utility to man } it being his ableft alfiftant in the labours of the 

field. 
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field, and the chief provider of his immediate fufienance.* It 
dbuhtlefs argues a found policy in the Hindoos, to ftamp the ox 
with this facred mark for were its flelh eaten, as Hindoftan is 
thinly fupplied with horfes, the various branches of agriculture 
would fuffer an eflential injury. 

Another figure reprefents Sheva, with four hands, holding dif- 
ferent emblems of his power ; and five heads, four of which are 
diredted to the car^nal points, and the fifth is placed with the 
face upwards, in the fuppofed adt of contemplating the godhead. 
This ddty who occupies numerous forms, is figured alfo with 
three eyes, one of which is placed in the forehead. 

In gratitude for the fervice whldt Brimha has performed on 
earth, it would reafbnably be fuppol^, that the thanklgiving of 
his people would in fome degree be proportioned to his works. 
But the Hindoos have not dedicated one temple to his honor j nor 
have they eftablifhed a fingle feftival, in remembrance of his deeds. 
It would redound but little to my credit, did I infert in this place 
the reafbns alledged in their religious tradts, for the negledt of 
Brimha. It is a tale framed to amufie the credulous Hindoo, and 
procure a meal to an artful pticft. The oftenlible want of atten- 
tion to the memory of Brimha, may on a more abfhadted ground 
be afciibed to an opinion, that the powers of procreation hainng 
been primarily fet in adtion, and operating by a law impuUive 

* Mlik and butter eonpufe a great part of the aliment of an Hindoo. 

and 
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and undewating, whofe immediate benefits exift, and are con- 
ipicuoully difplayed in its effcAs, no ritual neceflity called for 
the commemoration of its firft caule, or the prc^itiation of iti 
future influence. 

Thb Hindoos believe implicity in predeftinaticm, and in the 
tranfinigration of the fool. The firft, though it may operate iit 
cramping the genius and obftrufting it*s progreifive powers, has a 
happy tendency in afiiiaging thdr misfortunes, and admintftering 
a comfort in all the wants of life. They lay, it is the hand of 
God, which for feme infcrutabie purpofe,. dire£ts and impels the 
actions of his creatures. The doctrine of Metemplychofis reftrains 
them from the ufe of animal food,* an aliment not neceifiiry in a 
hot climate, and often attended with pernicious confequences. 
This reftriftion may alfe have contributed to infufe into thrir minds 
an abhorrence of fanguinary a£b, and inculcate the virtues of ha> 
manity and general philanthropy. 

The Hindoos compute thrir grand evolutions of rime by 
epochs, called in their language Jogues, of which there are four^ 
correfpon^ng, in the aferibed qualities, with thrir golden, lilver,. 
brazen, and iron ages of the ancients. The prelent, they fey, is 
the Khullee,'!* or the fourth Jogue ; and that at the expiration: of 
every age, the Supreme Bring has deftroyed the world, and that a 

* This tenet is not, at this dhy, ftridly adhered to ; (or the Hindoos of the fecond 
and fourth caft occafionally ufe (le(h meat, and the Bramins of Bengal invariably eat filho- 
The Chriftian iEra, fySy, correfponds with 48881 of the Khulle Taque. 
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continued fuccellion of Jogues will revolve ad infinitum. The ic- 
cords of this ancient people teem fo profufely with .fable, and 
abound throughout in fuch extravagant relations of their deml* 
gods, fimilar in their feafts to the Bacchus, Hercules, and Thefeus 
of the Greeks, that no rational or fatisfadbry conclufion can be 
drawn, for any adjuftment of chronology. A pundit will intro* 
duce into his legend a lack of years,* with as much facility, and 
perhaps convi6tion to himfelf, as our commentators of thecdogical 
hiltory would reduce to their ftandard, half a century. 

The principles of the Hindoo religion, with its moft eflfential 
tenets, were compofed, it is averted, by Brimha, and comprifed 
in four books, entitled the Bairds or Vai^ ; a word in the Sanfcrit 
language fignifying myftery. In that part of the peninfula of In- 
dia bordering on the Coromandel fide, thefe facred writmgs are 
named the Vmdums. The Talinghahs and Malabars make little 
diftinftion between the letters 6, and V, and invariably terminate 
with an M, all Sanfcrit words. The Shaftre is a voluminious com- 
mentary on the Brirds, and has been written by various pundits, 
for the purpofe of illuftrating the Hindoo Mythology. From the 
Shaftre proceed thole prepofterous ceremonies, which have been 
dragged into the Hindoo fyftem of worlhip } all tending to (hackle 
the vulgar mind, and produce in it a flavilh reverence for the tribe 
of Bramins. The privelegeof reading the Bairds, and expounding 

* An hundred thouiand. 
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its texts* is only allowed to them j and prohibited to the other 
calls* under fevere penalties. By the foie inveftment of this im« 
poftant authority, the pried is left at liberty to explain the original 
do£lrine in the manner that may mod forcibly conlblidate the 
power and promote the intered of his order. In the tranlinigra- 
tion of the foul into different bodies* confids the various grada«> 
tions of reward and punidiment amongd the Hindoos. Conform- 
ably to their actions* they are tranlpofed into fuch bodies, whether 
of the human or brute fpeeies, aathdr condu£l*. whild they occu- 
pied their former tenements, may have merited. They do not ads- 
mit of eternal punilhments, and Ihudder at the id«i of a belief lb 
difconfonant t»the opinion which they have formed of the Supreme 
Being. 

Evil ^fpofitions, ffiey fay, are chalhllM by a confinement in 
the bodies of thole animals, whom they mod relemble in their na- 
ture, and are condrained to occupy them, till their vices are either 
enuficated* or fufiidently qualified to deferve the poffelfion of fupe- 
rior forms. The good a£lions of man, the Hindoo law-giver has 
written* will be rewarded by his admilfion into thod bodies which, 
enjoy the utmod human happinels j as that which the magidrate 
feels on the jud and merciful execution of the trud which has 
been committed to him ; or that high fenfe of pleafure which the 
man of humanity participates* when he has alleviated the didrellM 
of the unfortunate, or otherwife promoted the welfare of mankind. 
—After a certain dries of tranlinigration rendered acc^table to 
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thci Deity by a purfuit of virtue, and when his foul (hall be com- 
pletely purified from the taints of evil, the Hindoo is admitted to 
a participation of the radiant and never-ccaiing glory of his firfi: 
caufo.* The foul’s receiving this a£t of blifs, is defcribed by com- 
paring it to a ray of light, attra6ted by the grand powers of the 
fun, to which it Ihoots with an immenfe velocity, and is there ab- 
forbed in the blaze of fplendor. 

Yum Durm Rajah ofliciates in the fame capacity amongft the 
Hindoos, as Minos did in the infernal r^ions of the andents. 
All fouls liberated from the body, are fuppofed to appear at the 
tribunal of Yum Durm, where their former adions are proclaimed 
aloud, and examined by this judge, who pafles an immediate fen- 
tence. Should the difpofition of a man, have been fo ilagitioufly 
depraved, as to be judged unworthy, even of an introdudion into 
the body of the vileft animal, fuch coporal punilhment is im- 
posed on bim, as may be thought adequate to his crimes } and the 
foul is afterwards placed in feme fuitable Ration on earth. Accor- 
ding to the religious tradition of the Hindoos. Sree Mun Narrain, 
fioce the creation of the world, has at nine different periods af- 
fumed incarnated forms, either for thepurpofeof eradicating fome 
terreftrial evil, or chaftifing the fins -of mankind.f The Hin- 

* The union of the human ufith the divine etherial fubftance of the univerfe, 
is the ancient dodrine of Pythagoras and Piato s^but it feems to exclude any perfonal 
or confeious immortality. See Gibbon’s Hiftoryy volume 4thy p. 202} in a note. 

t According to the Hindoo ^tradition, a tenth incarnation of the Deity is yet 

jexpefied* 
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doos worfhip a fecondary fpecies of ddty, which they wildly muhi- 
ply to the number of thirty-three crores,* who in their different 
fun£lions, are defigned to reprefent the numberlefs attnbutes of 
the SupremsLpeity. 

From the crowd of images which the Bramin has placed in 
the temples of the Hindoos, they have been branded with the ap- 
pellation of idolaters. When this mode of offering fuppUcations 
or thanfgiving to the Supreme Being is difpaflionately examined, it 
will be feen, that a perfbnification of the attributes of the Duty is 
not unfitly adapted to the general comprdienfion, Thofe (and they 
compofe a great portion of the people) who are not endowed with 
the ability of reading the prmfe of God, can with facility concdve 
a certain idea of his greatnefs, in contemplating a figure, Iculp- 
tured with many beads and with many hands, adorned with every 
f^bol of human power, and beheld by ull elaflies of men with un- 
frigned reverence. The origin of emblematical figures has long 
preceded the ufe of letters. We find in the Spanilh records, that 
intelligence of the firft arrival of the Europeans on the coaft of 
Mexico, was defcribed to Montezuma by figures punted on cotton 
cloth. In a rude fociety, it was eridently a more eafy operation to 
convey an idea through the medium of a figure cut in wood or 
moulded in clay, than to invent an alphabet, and out of it compole 
a regulated afieinblage of words^ necefiary for the formation of a 
written language. 


* A ciore U abmidred lacks. 
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The immenfe group of Hindoo gods enjoy immortality, with 
which they are gifted by drinking a water called Amrut, a mytho- 
logical beverage, bearing fome analogy to the ne£tar of Homer’s 
Deities. In the mythology of the Hindoos is found an elegant 
defcription of nine goddclTes, refembling, in a certain degree, the 
mufes of the ancients, in the nature of their occupations. There 
is alfo moft piAurefquely delineated, the god of love, who has a 
variety of epithets, all figniiicant of the unbounded fway which he 
poflefles over the hearts of men. His common names are Kaum 
and Mudden, and he is reprefented as a pleafing youth, armed 
with a bow of fugar cane, ftrung with the Rings of bees $ and five 
arrows, denoting the five fenfcs, each of which is baited with dif- 
ferent qualities of the poifon of love. A pi6ture was found at 
Tanjore, when the fort was captured* riding on a elephant, 
whofe form was compofed of the figures of feven young women, 
entwined together in fo ingenious and whtmfical a manner, as 
to exhibit an exa£t fhape of that bulky animal. In the Befs-h 
Eifhwer Pagoda at Benares, is feen a ftone figure, well executed, 
of the god of the fun fitting in a chariot, and driving a horfe 
with twelve heads, an evident allufion to the divifions of the 
ecliptic. 

* It is alfo (aid to reprefent KLifhin, an incarnated form of the Deity. 

t i\n abreviated compound of Vyftnovr, or Bifhen and Eilhwer. In this temple9 
which is dedicated to thefe two Deities in conjunfiion, the fedaries of both offer up 
their prayers. 


With- 
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Without putting etymology to the torture, or moul^ng to 
the lhape of his fyftem the deceitful aids of chronology, the care- 
ful oblerver might be enabled to trace fome parts of the religious 
tirorlhip of the Hindoos into Egypt. He would difcover the facred 
Bull or Cow of Sheva, placed high in the hcdy lq;ends of the Coptis ; 
and he would fee the fnake, one of the myferious aflbciates of Sree 
Mun Narrain, devoutly revered by that nation, as the hieroglyphic 
of wifdom and longevity. It would appear that the onion, men- 
tioned by hiftoiians to be held in fudi profound veneration araongft 
the Egyptians, is no lefs marked uuth reverence in lEndoftan ; 
where, though the ufe of a vegetable diet is ftrongly inculcated, 
and with not a very large deviation, ufually adopted, the onion is 
forbidden to many of the leds ; and in the upper part of India, 
when an oath, on which a matter of importance depends, is ad- 
miniftered, the Bramin frequently introduces the onion, to render 
the ceremony more facred. 

In comparing the religious worlhip of the Hindoos with that 
of the ancients, the funflions of fome of the Deities appear con- 
fpicuoufly uniform j and were it poifible to procure a defciiption 
of the occupations and various powers of the Hindoo fubaltera 
gods, it might be found, that the group of the weftern pantheon 
had been feleAed from the divine aflembly of Brimha. The 
Egyptians and the Greeks, in thdr commerce with India, through 
the channel of die Red Sea, have left, I have been ibmetimes in- 
duced to believe, tokens behind them of their connedlion with the 
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HindcxM, In the colledion of a gentleman at Benares are feveral 
valuable antiquesj which were purchafed by the merchants of that 
city : one of which, reprefenting a matron, is cut in a mannec 
bearing every mark of Grecian ikill j and another exhibited Cleo> 
patra in the a£t of being bitten by the afp-. The lame gentleman 
had in liis pofleffion a Medu&’s head, on an emerald, found alio 
at Benares, which being lent to England, was unrefervedly ac» 
knowledged to be the work of a Grecian of Roman mafter. Some 
years ago, a high finilhed Camaieu was procured at Guzerat„ 
whereon Hercules lla^dng the Nemean lion, was executed with 
much tafte and Ipirit. Thefe drcumftances are adduced to fup> 
port a conjedure, that, during the intercourle which exifted be* 
tween the natives of Egypt and India, the former might have in- 
troduced into thdr country, with fome of the rare and luxurious- 
produdls of Hindooftan, certain tenets and ceremonies of Hindoo 
mythology. In endeavouring to point out the track of thele an- 
tiques, it is to be noticed, thar they might have found a way into 
India in the cabinets of the Mahometans, who in the more early 
period of their emigre, were little lefs enthuliaftic in the admira- 
tion of Grecian produdions and literature, than the Romans. 
And it is a fa£t in need of no illuftration, that the revival of 
letters and the arts, after the Roman world had been immerfed 
in Gothic ruin, received a powerful aid from the princes of the. 
Khaliphat. 

My knowledge of aftronomy is lb confined, that I am almoft 
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incapacitated from delcribing the attainment of the Bramins in 
that fcience, long before the sera in which it flouriflied in the 
eaftern world. The zodiac, with its twelve ligns, is well known 
to the Hindoos, and they have bellowed on the feven days of the 
week, which commences with funday, the names of the planets. 
The folar year* of the Hindoos, which is arranged in fix feafons, 
confifts of twelve months, contmning three hundred and fixty-five 
days ; and once in the term of four years an additional day is an- 
nexed for the completion of the earth’s precife revolutions round 
the fun. Commercial tranfaAions and writings of correfpondence 
are dated amonglt the Hindoos according to the lunar, or Lumbut 
year, which commences about the period of the vernal equinox. 
The month is calculated from the full moon, and is divided into 
thirty equal parts. Thofe comprehending the moon’s encreafe, 
are termed Bood, and the portion of its wane. Bole, or Bood. 
On the third year of the Lumbut, an extraordinary month is al- 
tcrcalated, for the inclufion of the time required in equalizing the 
lunar and folar fyftems. The Joaguels are cfivided into cycles of 
twelve and fixty years, each of which is diftinguilhed by its pecu- 


* The folari or as it is denominated by the Hindoos, the Lunkrant year, begins on 
the loth or iith of April, and its months are compofed occafionally of 29, 30, 31, and 
32 days. The common epocha of Hindooftan was eftabliflied by the Rajah Vickerum 
Mhaje£l, and founded 57 years before the year of Cbrift. Some Hindoo nations com- 
pute their time from other periods, as in Bengal ; but their hiftorical writings are 
generally adapted to the year of Vickerum Mhajedf} who was much celebrated in 
Hindooftan, for his magnificence, and liberal protedfion of men of genius. 
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liar denomination.* The obfeivatory at Benares, though rude in 
its ftru6ture, and containing inftruments fuitably coarfe, proves 
notwithftanding, that the Hindoos polTefs the knowledge of afcer- 
taining the motions of the heavenly bodies. Could accefs be ob- 
tained to fuch records of the Hindoos as are divefted of that re- 
dundancy of fable with which their priefts have fo copioufly inter- 
woven them, it would not be prefumptuous to fuppofe, that we 
would difcover they had been, in the more early ages of the world, 
one of the moft enlightened and powerful nations that inhabited 
the earth. 

The empire of the Hindoos, as related in many of their hif- 
torical traAs, confifted of fifty-fix feparate principalities, ulti- 
mately governed by one prince, whofe kingdom extended from the 
fouthern limits of Tartary to the ifland of Ceylon, and from the 
confines of AiTam and Arracan to the river Indus. This extenfive 
fpace was inhabited by a people who were divided into four dif. 
tinfl tribes, each exercifing <fiiFerent funftions, but all uniting in 
thrir various branches to promote the general good. It abounded 
in fair and opulent cities, which were decorated wkh magnificent 

* The Hindool, I believe, commonly clefs dwir time in cycles of iixty years, though 
that of twelve is alfo well known to them. Amongft fome ardciei of plunder, capr 
tured by the Company’s troops in a Bantan Fort, was found, with other objeds of the 
Hindoo worfliip, an image of the Mbah Deve, and a printed reprefentation of the figures 
defcribing the Tartar cycle, which is compofed of 12 years. This figurative mode of 
marking time, which has prevailed from high antiq'iity in Japan, China, Siam, and 
through the vaft regions of Tartaiy, is at this day obferved in the Turkifh Empire. 
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temples for the worlhip of the gods > and with fumptuous roan- 
lions, gardens, and fountains, for the pleafure and the accororoo- 
dation of the inhabitants. Ufeful and elegant artifans, (killed in 
raifing ftupendous buildings, in fabricating gold, filver, and the 
moil delicate cotton cloths, and in the curious workroanlhip of 
precious ftones and metals, all found encouragement in the exer- 
cife of their profeflions.* Salutary ordinances direfled the Hin* 
doos in. the punilhment of crimes and the lecurity of property ; 
and when fome glaring indulgences in favour of the facred tribe 
are excepted, we muft yield an unreferved approbation to the juf* 
tice and wifdom of their laws. The traveller was enabled tojour- 
ney through this extenlive empire, with an eafe and fafety, un- 
known in other countries. The public roads were (haded with 
trees $ and frequent habitations, accommodated with a pond or 
well, were founded for the conveniency of the palTenger; and 
(hould he have been pillaged in any part of the country, the diftrift 
in which the damage had been fuftained, was obliged to make 
reftitution — ^When this empire, its polifhed people, and the pro- 
grefs. which fcience had made amongft them, are attentively conli- 
dered ; when, at the fame period, a retrofpeflive view is thrown on 

* This dercription may be judged chimerical and extravagant by thofe who have 
not witnefTei* the conftrudlion of the ancient Hindoo monuments) or examined the hif* 
tory of their empire when it Hrft belonged lo the Mahometans, Thefe foldiers are re- 
prefenteJ to have been fafeinated by the difplay of its grandeur, and to have itO’)d 
ama/ed at the treafures that were difclo&d,^ Vide Dow’s Relation of the Plunder of 
tlic bamnaut Temple. 
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the ftates of the European world, then immerfed in, or emerging 
from, ignorance and barbarity, we muft behold Hindoftan with 
wonder and relpe£t } and we may aflert without forfeiting the 
claims of truth and moderation, that however far the European 
world now out-ftrips the nations of the the followers of 
Brimha in the early periods of life, were poflclfed of a fund amply 
ftored with valuable materials of philofophy and ufeful knowledge. 
The humane mind will naturally feel a fenfe of forrow and pity 
for a people, who have fallen from fo confpicuous a height of glory 
and fortune, and who probably have contributed to jx>lilh and exalt 
the nations, who now hold'them in lubjeftion. 

To form an accurate judgment of the genius of the Hindoos, 
or to deferibe the limit to which they extended art and fcience^ it 
were requilite, couM the necelTary materials be procured, to exhibit 
the condition of their empire, before it had felt the fevere and vic- 
torious arms of the Mahometans. — A partial and degrading rela- 
tion would be made of the Hindoos, were a defeription of their 
laws, government, and manner, taken from the appearance they 
make at this day in the eye of the world. Hindoftan was over- 
thrown by a 6erce race of men, who in their rapid courfe of con- 
queft, exerted the moft furious efforts in levelling every monument 
of worfhip and tafte. They maffacred the priefts and plundered 
the temples, with a keennefs and ferocity, in vvhich their firft 
chiefs might have gloried. A people thus crulhed, groaning un- 
der the load of opprellion, and difmayed at the fight of incelTant 

G 2 cruelties, 
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cruelties, muft foon have loft the fpirit of fcience, and the exertion 
of genius : efpecially as the fine arts were fo blended with their 
fyftem of religion, that the perfecution of the one, muft have ihed 
a baneful influence on the exiftence of the other. To decide on, 
or affix, the char^ifter of the Hindoo,, from the point of view in 
which he is nov behfld, would, in a large degree, be fimilar to 
the attempt of c< nveying an exaA idea of ancient Greece, from the 
materials now prefented by that wretcltcd country. The difquift- 
ti(M) of the man of philanthrophy, liberated from the fetters of 
prqudice, will tx far different : — he will enjoy congenial pleafure, 
in difpetling the fhade of obfcurlty, which hath long enveloped the 
luftory of the Hindoo he will endeavour to carry it back to that 
aera of grandeur, wtuch his country enjoyed in her day of profpe* 
rity, and there hold him out to the information of mankind ; the go> 
nerality of whom, whether fiom motives of contempt, or habits of 
indolence, have yet acquired but a trivial and incorrefl knowledge 
of this ancient people. It will then be feen^ that the genius of 
the Hindoos was happily led on } and that their bent of dilpofition 
was aptly regulated and attempered by the rules eftablifhed for the 
performance of their feveral pcofeffions. A precifion which re- 
pelled the encroachments of error or defign, prefcribed to them 
thdr reTpeftive duties in the ftate, and in fociety, and wholly pre- 
cluded any other fe£l from infringing on the prmleges. of another. 
The Bramin was invefted with the uncontrolled guardianlhip of 
religion; he became the perpetual medium, through which the in- 
ferior 
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ferior clafles addrdTed their god ; he was alio the fote depofitarj 
and inftru6tor of fcience, and to his care and ability was intrufted 
the education of youth. The importance of thele offices muft 
have given to the Bramin great fway in a community where a 
knowledge of religious worlhip, from its complex variety, be- 
comes a talk of arduous labour; and where, at the fame time, a 
performance of the rites of his religion, is deemed an obligation 
indifj)enrably incumbent on the Hindoo, in his acquifition of fu- 
ture happinefs. Thele employments were judged of fufficient mag- 
nitude to occupy the whole attention of the Bramin, and be was 
ftrictly interdicted from all temporal affairs. The authority of ex- 
ercifing the functions of royalty, feems to have devolved without 
referve on the Chittery or Rajah, and his pofielfions were held here- 
ditary in the line of legitimate male primogeniture. The youngeft 
branch of this race were employed in the army, and entrufted 
with the charge of the forts and ilrong hdds of the country. 
The occupation of a merchant, with the tranlaCtions of traffic, 
was committed to the Bhyle, or Banian, and it was declared 
unlawful for the other tribes to engage in commerce. The huf- 
bandman, the artifim, the private foldier, and the labourer, 
compofe the Looder, or the fourth call of Hindoo ; and each of 
thefe tefpeCtive profsflions was exclufively purfued. Thus, dif- 
tin^ly arranged, and on the fevereit penalties prohibited from ex- 
traneous mixture, or the admiflion of profelytes, the Hindoo go- 
vernment 
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vernment acquired an uniformity and vigour, the natural lefult 
of its principles.* 

Were an analogy afcertained between the mythology of the 
Hindpos and Egyptians, perceptible traces of which are occafion- 
ally prelented, it might then become a matter of doubt which peo- 
ple, for the greateft fpace of time have been the moft polilhed and 
enlightened. Fronv^ the examples which have been brought for- 
ward for the explanation of fome of the moft confpicuous parts of 
the mythology of the Hindoos, and to demonftrate the probable 
antiquity of that nation, it may feem, that I favour the belief of 
Egypt’s having received a portion of her flock of tcience and reli- 
gion from India. With a deference to popular opinion, and dif- 
claiming all fabrication of fyflem, I muft'avow an inclination to 
this opinion. One fa£l amongfl (bme others, aflbrded me a fair 
proof of. the high antiquity of the Hindoos, as a cirilized nation, 
and marks a ftrong difapprobation of a foreign intercourfe. 

They are forbidden to crofs the river Attoc, the name of 
which, in certain dialects of their language, fignifies prohibition j 
and fliould they pals this boundary, th^ are held unclean, and in 

* Many of the fences that marked die limits of the refpeAive tribes, are now 
broken down. The Bramins of the Dccan and Punjal, have taken up the fword, 
and are feen crowding the ranks of an army ; the Cbittery occafionally takes himfelf 
to traffic, and the Sooder has become the inheritor of principalities. Mararow, the 
{allant Mahrattah officer and chief of Ghooty, was of the fourth caft of Hindoos. 
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the fenle of icli^ous law, forfeit their rank in the tribes they 
may be clallcd in. Ttiey were alfo, either forbidden from embark- 
ing on the ocean, or they were deterred from undertaking marine 
expeditions, by the difhculties incurred in procuring at Tea, the 
requifite diet for a Hindoo. The probability therefore is not ap- 
parent, that any part of a people, fenced in by this reftriflion, 
and who were fo proudly centered in themfelves, as to reject with 
abhorrence, the admillion of profclyes, would have emigrated into 
a diftant country, and brought from thence a lydem of religious 
worlhip ; nor does any probable tradition auihorife the belief of 
an Egyptian colony having been eftablifhed in India. The capa- 
cious fpace which Hindodan occupies on the face of the globe,, 
the advantages it derives from foil and climate, and from its nu- 
merous rivers, Ibme of them of the firft clafs of magnitude, may 
be adduced as reafonable arguments of its having been peopled at 
a more early period of time than Egypt, which docs not poflefs 
the like local benefits. If the degree of perfe£rion which manu- 
fa£lares have attained, be received as a criterion to judge of the 
^rogrefs of civilization, and if it be alfo admitted as a teft of decid- 
ing on the antiquity of a people, who adopt no foreign improve- 
ments, little hefitation would occur, in beftowing the palm of pre- 
cedence on Hindoftan, wht^e fabrics of the mt^ delicate and beau- 
tiful contexture, have been long held in admiration, and have hi- 
therto Rood unrivalled. Let me conclude this comparative view, 
with oblerving, and I truft difpaflionately, that when we fee a 

people 
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people polTelTed of an ample ftock of fcience of well dlgefted ordU 
nances, for the protedlion and improvement of fociety — and of a 
religion whofe tenets confift of the utmoft refinement, and variety 
of ceremony — and, at the fame time, obferve amongft other Afi- 
atic nations, and the Egyptians of former times, but partial ^ 
tributions of knowledge, law, and religion— > we muft be led to 
entertain a fuppofition, that the proprietors of the lefTer, have 
been fupplied from the fources of the greater fitnd. Theft re« 
fle£lions which have been fumifhed by experience and various in- 
formation, will perhaps afford more fttisfadtion, than the laboured 
and perplexed proofs of dates and etymology, which are often 
framed, as they moft commodioufly accord with fbme ftvourite 
hypothefis. 

Amongst the Hindoos, marriage,* when it can be performed 
with any degree of convenicncy, is deemed an indif^fable duty, 
and it is believed, that propagating the fpecies in that ftate, enti- 
tles parents to Angular marks of the divine favour. They fhew 
a difapprobation of celibacy by many marks of opprobium and 
fcom ; and I have frequently obftrved, that when a Hindoo, from 
queftion, or other caufts, has been brought to the affirmation of 

* Thb mid, nfid in die Sufcrit latiginge, ii often teimed Calliin, iHiich figni- 
liei pktfiiie. The Hindooe, in Gommon ufagc^ have but one wife, and when this rule 
is deviated fions, it is confidered-a fpecirs of indecenej. There is a 6^ though not 
nunentts^ of nendkaoti, called Jogoeca^ « Bfiaghees, who live in a ftate ofoe- 
libacy. 

his 
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his fingle ftate, he has appeared difconcerted and afhamed, and im- 
mediately attributed his folitary condition to ill fortune, or fome 
domeftic inconveniency. It is to this inllitution, which is ftrongly 
recommended, and, I may fay, even enforced, that the generally 
extenlive population of Hindoftan, and its fpeedy recovery from 
the calamities of war and famine, may be largely afcribed. The 
entire fyftem of domeftic ordinance and (economy of the Hindoos, 
is founded on a firm, yet, fimple bafis ; from which arife effe£ls, 
happy in themfelves, and powerfully operative in uniting the bonds 
of fociety. By the ancient laws of the country, the wife depends 
for the enjoyment of every pleafure, as well as for moft of the or- 
^nary accommodations of life, on the immediate exiftence of her 
huiband j and it becomes her invariable intereft to preferve his 
health, as much of her happinefs is centered in his living to an old 
age. On the demife of the huiband, the wife virtually devolves 
into a caput mortuum j ihe is not permitted to marry agdn, ihe 
is deprived of all confequence in the family, and divefted of the 
marks of ornament and diftindlion. There are certain reli- 
gious ceremonies not lawful for her to perform, and in ibme in- 
ftances, ihe is held unclean } but on all occafions, after the huf- 
band’s death, the widow is clafled in the houle as a Have or a me- 
nial leryant. But this ufage has not fo generally prevailed in latter 
times. The wives of the deceafed Hindoos have moderated that 
fpirit of enthufiaftic pride, or impulfe of affe£lion, which was ufed 
to urge them to iielf-deftruAion on the pile of their hulbands. 

Vox. I. H Their 
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Thdr grief can now be afliiaged, and thdr religions duties recon- 
ciled, by a participation of domeftic comforts ; and many of the 
Hindoo widows, eipecially in the h^rhattah country, have ac- 
quired by thdr ability, thdr wealth, connection, or intrigue, the 
poflelHon of extenlive power and influence. Amongd; the (upcrior 
tribes of the Hindoos, where the fenfe of honor or fliame, is mure 
delicately prefervcd, rather than fufler a degradation, by which fe- 
male attractions are extinguilhed, and the pride and fpirit of the 
fex deprefied, the women are impelled by a furious courage, ioftened 
by the term of matrimonial afleCtion, to terminate the mifeiy of 
thdr condition in death. According to a paflage of the ohafter of 
the Hindoos, which I examined by the help of an interpreter, it is 
Ipecifically ordained, that a wife ought to bum heifdf at her huf- 
band’s death } (hould (he not poflefs the re&lution of fuflaining 
tins trial, fhe is directed to make a pilgrimage to fome of the facred 
places of Hindoo ablution, as Benares, Allahabad, Ghy.ih, &c. 
md there, appropriating her property to charitable ules, oiler up 
a facrifice of her hair to the memory of her hulband. She is not 
to decorate her perfon with jewels, with gold, filver, or any female 
ornament : (he is not to ufe perfumes, nor eat flefli, filh, or butter } 
but to Hve on pliun barley or wheaten bread, .and eat but once in a 
day. Her time is to be employed in the conllant worlhip of God, 
and the purification of her mind, from anger, malice, and avarice ) 
and Ihe is to withdraw herfelf from all the concerns of the world. 
If her life is pafled in thefeaCts fhe is ptomi&d after death to enter 

heaven. 
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heaven, without fuffisiing intermediate purgation. In addition to 
the dread of fo degraded a Rate of mortification, the widow on the 
other fide is told by the Bramins, that the performance of the a£l: 
of felf-deftru£tion will entitle her to an ample participation of ex« 
quifite future joys, and will eiifureto her progeny the pre-eminent 
favor of the Deity. Though the ilTue of fuch a refolution forcibly 
afFe£ls thofe filings of humanity cheriflied amongft European na- 
tions, yet as the ufiige appears to originate in a caufe tending* to 
ftrengthen domeltic policy, it ought not to be haftily condemned, 
or imputed altogether to the di£tates of cruelty or injuftice. 

Conformably to the Rate of fubordination in which Hindoo 
women are placed, it has been judged expedient to debar them the 
ufe of letters. The Hindoos hold the invariable language, that 
acquired accomplilhments are not necell^ to the domeRic dalles 
of the female lex, whether for contributing to her individual hap- 
junefs, or preRrving the decorum of chara£l«r, and limplicity of 
manners, which alone render her ufeful or amiable, in the eRima- 
tion of her family. They urge that a knowledge of literature 
would conduce to draw a woman from her houfehold cares, and 
give a difrelilh to thofe olfices, in which confiR the only fatisfa£tion 
and amufement that llie can, with propriety, and an obfervance of 
reAitude, partake of; and fuch is the force of cuRom, that a Hin- 
doo woman would'incur a fevere reproach, were it known tlut Ihe 
could read or write. The Hindoo dandng girls, vvhole occupations 
are avowedly devoted to, the public pleafure, are, on the contrary 

H 2 taught 
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taught the of letters^ and are minutely inftrufled in the knmir- 
ledge of every attraflion and blandilhment, which can operate in 
communicatbg the fenfual pleafure of love, Thefe women are 
not obliged to feek (belter in private haunts, nor are they, on ac- 
count of their profeflional conduA, marked with opprobrious 
Aigma. They compofe a particular clafs of fociety, and enjoy the 
avowed proteflion of government, for which they are alTelTed ac- 
cording to their feveral capacities. No religious ceremony or fef- 
tival is thought to be completely performed, with the accompany- 
ment of dancing women. They ufually attend on a certmn day of 
the week, at the court of the prince or governor of the diArift, ei- 
ther to make an obeifance, or exhibit a profeflional entertainment ; 
and in fome of the provinces, they are endowed with grants of the 
public lands.* 

An Hindoo family is governed with efficient power by the 
male fenior member, to whom the other branches (hew an atten- 
tive refpefl, and in domeltic life a ready fubmiflion. A Ion vrill 
not fit in the prefence of his father without exprefs defire, and in 
Kis deportment and converfation, obferves to him a dutiful, as well 


* The Hindoo dancing*women are here only alluded to, and thole particularly who 
alTift which is a numerous clafs) at the ceremonies of worlhip. As they receive a 
maintenance from the revenue of the pagoda, or from private perfons, they are not dri- 
ven by necelfity into a promifeuous intercourfe with the world, fiut it is to be obler- 
ved| that thofe who do not receive any permament ftipendi are little lefs diflbluce and 
abandoned in their habits of lifci than a female of fimilar defeription in European 
countries. 
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as afFeftionate, behaviour. In the courfe of a long refidence in In> 
dia, and rather a dole inveftigation of Hindoo cuftoms and man- 
ners, I never difcovered what our language has termed a free think- 
er.* The moft celebrated charaders amongft the Hindoos, and 
their men of the world, as Scindia, Nanah Purnawees,-f and the 
Bhohulla, believe the tenets of the dodiine of Brimha with as 
much iincerity, and pradicc the minuteft ceremony with as much 
fcrupuious attention, as the funpleft or moft bigotted peafant in 
the countiy. 

1 am. Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. &c. 


* Tltere are (brae fthifmatic fefli found amongft the Hindoos, and even claflet of 
diat people, who rejeA the authority of the Baids, and the whole conftriiAion of Bra- 
ttii i mythology { but however pure the original mode of their worfhip might have 
been, it it now groftly entangled with ceremony and emblem. The moft coiifidetable 
branch of thefe fe&ries it denominated Pocje ; who have beftowed on the objcA of 
their adoration, the title Phurufi Naut, which in the Sanfcrit may be termed the lord of 
the alchymical philofopher't ftone. 
t Mhatattah chieft of eminence. 


LET- 
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LETTER III. 

BenareSi Nvoembtr^ 1782. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

On the 3d of this month, I made an ex* 
curflon to Bldgirghur,* a place rendered famous in the Bengal an- 
nals, from a large amount of plunder acquired there by the Eng- 
li(h troops. On the firft day, I arrived at Lutteef-ghur, about 18 
miles to the fouthweft of Bemares. The fort was entirely deferted, 
and the paiTage approaching to it is almofl: choaked up by brulh- 
wood, and the projeded -branches of trees. Lutteef>ghur Hands 
in the centre of a circular range of hills, from the fummit of 
which, a thick, and in moH places a high wood, reaches to the 
walls of the fort. The air of this Ijpot being deprived of a quick 
circulation, has acquired a malignant quality, and communicates 
its pernicious influence to all animal bodies. It is in thefe fitua- 
tions, where as it is termed, the hill fever is produced : — a difeale, 
which pervading every part of the animal (economy, contaminates 


* Bidgi and Idgi, according to the mjdiology of the Hindooi, keep watch at the 
gate of Paradife { Ghur, in the Hindoo, ia a fortreft or firong hold. 


the 
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the whole mafs of blood, and will only yield to the power of mer- 
cury. The water alfo in fuch pilaces partakes of the like baneful 
property : — it Ihould feem that the air infules into this element, a 
certain portion of that peftifcrous quality, with which the climate 
of woody and confined countries in India is ever pr^ant. The 
falling of the branches and leaves into rivulets and refervoirs 
of water, may likewife increafe the noxious effeft. Having fre- 
quently witnefled the ill effedts of a confined air, I am the more 
emboldened to hazard thefe conjeAures ; which I will clofe with 
noticing to you, that wherever I have obferved an impurity of ais 
the water has been equally pernicious. 

At the gate of the fort, had taken up his londiy refidence, a 
Mahometan Faquir, who bore on him, poor man 1 evident proofs 
of the deftru£tive climate of Lutteef-ghdr } — he was meagre, wan, 
and nesffly confumed by the violence of a fever and ague. When I 
defiled him to leave fo melancholy a ftation, and go where he might 
recover his health, he (hewed little attention to the advice, and 
prefered, he faid, an exiftence in this place, under a load of mifery 
and the precarious charity of palTengers, to the rilk of ftarving in 
places where he might be wholly unknown. 

Oh the 4th, after a Journey of about twenty miles, I arrived 
near the foot of Bidgi-ghur hill, where 1 llept, and in the morning 
walked up to the fort, which is a circumvallation of the crown of 
a rocky hill, meafuring from the immediate bafe to the fummit, a 
little more perhaps than two miles. 


Thi 
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The artificial fortification is ndther ftrong, nor is it compofed 
of fubftantial materials, as is feen by a filTure of the wall, caufed 
by the rains of the laft year, and alfo by a breach that was made 
during the fiege } which (hew that the wall is chiefly compoied of 
rough ftones cemented with clay. This ftrong hold owes its im- 
portance folely to its height and fteepnefs ; and liad it been de- 
fended with a common fliare of conduA and fpirit, the capture 
would have been attended with much difiiculty and bloodlhed. It 
has been fiud indeed, that exclufively of the hazardous attempt of 
taking Bidgi-ghur by florm, the greater part of the troops would 
have been deftroyed by fevers, had they remained in that quarter a 
month longer. Three deep refervoirs, excavated on the top of the 
hill, plentifully fupply the garrlfon mth water. Some of the 
baftioDs on the eaftem fide are fupported by branches of the rock, 
which projefting horizontally right or ten feet from the fummit, 
holds out in the air a folid foundation. The profpeff around is 
diverfified and pifhirefque, but when you throw the eye on the deep 
and rugged precijMce beneath, the view is infinitely grand, though 
not divefted of that horror, which naturally afiefla the mind in 
contemplating objefls from fb abrupt a height. The rifing and 
letting fun at Bidg^-ghur exlubits a magnificent fcene, and excites 
a train of ideas ftrongly imprefled. with a grateful admiration of 
the firft caufe of nature. The view of the fetting fun takes in the 
river Soane, which is feen winding its ftream, brightened by the 
rays of the wetem light, through a long traft of diverfified coun- 
try. 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 65 

try.— A fort alfo appears on the fide of a diftant hill, which is 
only brought into the evening profpe£t. 

The village of Mow, fituate at the bottom of the delcent, 
which before the capture of Bidgi-ghur was well peopled, and 
pofielfed a confiderable commerce, is now deferted and in ruins. 
This village, whofe lofs is fevercly felt in many parts of the conn- 
tiy, afforded the only mail on that quarter for fupplying the 
wants of the bordering mountaineers, who reforted thither, and 
bartered their wares for the produce of the low lands. Since the 
depopulation of Mow this commercial communication has ceafed, 
and the Benares traders maintain little conne6tion with the inha- 
bitants of the hills, who are a hardy a 61 ive race of men, and were 
they encouraged like thofe of Bauglepore to enter into our fervice, 
an ufeful body of foldiers might be acquired. They are not, it 
is faid, fubje£f to that fpecies of fever incident to a hilly country, 
which has operated fo fatally on the health of our troops $ nor 
do they entertain thofe preju^ces in their mode of living which 
aifed the higher ranks of the Hindoos, and which have been 
found to embarrafs military operations. An introduflion alfo of 
a foreign clafs of men into the army, might be conducive by its 
counterpoife, to the enfuring the fidelity of the whole body of 
native troops. 

But WANT Sing, through a channel of intrigue and dire£l 
dilhonefty, qualities he notorioufly polTelled, feized on Bidgi-ghur, 
which he ftrengthened and made the principal repofitory of his 
Vot, I I wealth} 
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wealth ; and Clieyt Sing,* who augmented the works and increafed 
the treafures, conftrudled a ftrong bridge of flone over a fmall 
river that Ikirts the bottom of the hilt. 

1 am, Dear Sir, 

Yours, 6cc. &c. 


* Thb Son of Bulwant Sing, and now a fugitive in the Camp of Scindia. 


LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

ToT.D^F* Allababady T'jtb Dec. 1782. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

The want of a fubjeft to inform or amuie 
you, was the only caufe of my not fooiier acknowledging your 
long and very kind letter. You may with confidence believe, that 
a forgetfulnefs of the many offices of friendlhip which 1 have ex- 
perienced at your hands, will never be clalTed in the roll of my 
offimces, which, God knows, already is too long a one ! and trull 
me when I fay, that I hold the conneflion which has fo long 
fubfifted between us, as the chiefeft honor and credit of my life. 

I AM now to inform you, that ha^nng refolved on proceeding to 
Europe by a northern tradl, I aflumed the name of a Georgian, for 
the fake of travelling with more fafety, and left Benares on the 
1 2th of this month, mounted upon a fmall horle. After a journey 
of four days, or forty cofles, in which no particular occurrence 
fell out, I arrived at Allahabad. About mid-way commences the 
territory of Oude, which is immediately diftinguilhed from that of 
Benares by its barren and defolate afpeft. The fortrefs of Allaha- 

I 2 b.'id. 
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bad, founded by Acbar,* Rands on the point of land which forms 
the confluence of the Ganges and Jumma ; — a iituatlon beautiful 
as it is commodious j and in the feafon of the year when the flow 
of water is fpacic s and rapid, exhituts a feene of uncommon gran« 
dear. On one * de, the Ganges is feen rolling down a ftrong and 
yellow tide, an(> on the other, the Jumma glides with a clearer 
flream clofe to the walls of the fort. To this favorite and facred 
fpot a large aflcmbly of Hindoos refort at an annual period, to 
wafh awiay their fins, and obtain permifllon to begin a new fcore. 
Thefe pilgrims, who are laid under contributions for participating 
this indulgence, furnifh the yearly Aim of about 50,000 rupees to 
the Vizier’s treafury. The fort of Allahabad, wMch is built of 
ftone, occupies a large {pace of ground, and has been amply fup- 
plied with fuperb and ufeful buildings, whether for promoting the 
pleafures or conveniences of life. The place entitled the Ghah 
Padfhil* is one of the beft Mahometan manfions I have hitherto 
feen ; but the want of fuitable tenants has occafioned great difbr- 
ders in it. The inlide of its upper room is conftrufled of marble 
of variegated colours, and neatly adjufted. From this apartment, 
the lord of the world, as he is entitled by his fubjefb, hath a dif> 
tinft view of twelve different fiiits of female apartments j in the 
front of which, when the monarch iflues the mandate, his beau* 


* This Emperor commenced his reign in A. D. 1556) and died in 1605* 
t The Imperial Apartment. 
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teous handmaids arc arranged in his fight that he may fcleft the 
favorite of the day. The imperial choice, or rather edic'T’, (to what 
humiliations do the laws of Mahomet fubjcft ye my fair fiiends !) 
is conveyed to the fortunate damfel, and full joyoufly doth her 
heart beat, who on the day of review attrafts the fancy of her 
lord i — for the paflion of vanity is faid oftentimes to fupply in a 
female breaft the place of love. I (hould not diflike, my friend, 
to be a Padfiiah myfelf, were it not that many of them have had 
their throats cut by their friends, and been compelled to drink very 
bitter potions j fince liable to fuch treatment, much good may 
their fine ladies and other fine tlungs do them I 

In the palace yard (lands a round pillar of about forty feet 
high, confifting of an entire (lone, which coarfely refemblcs the 
porphyry, and feems covered with an infeription, in the ancient 
Hindoo character ; but the letters are fo much effaced and impair- 
ed by the ravages of time, which, my friend, fpares not even mar- 
ble, that they arc become illegible. The ereftion of this monu- 
ment is attributed to Beemlhyne, whom your Bramin will tell you, 
was in his day a powerful chief, and one of the principal warriors 
in the Mhah Bhaut.* But as a devout believer, you muft not 
repofe too much faith on the Bramin’s account of the sera in which 
this Beemlhyne is faid to have flourilhed ; for he will tell you that 
our great progenitor was not even heard of in thofe days. The 

• The great war which was carried on hy the Paunch-paun-Deve, or the compaa 
flf the five Brothers, againft Dur-jodin. See Wilkin’s Ghceta* 


Maho- 
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Mahometans, who as furloufly deftroyed every monument and cu- 
rious veftige not expreflive of their doctrine, as they were actuated 
by a blind zeal in its propagation and fupport, have endeavoured 
to claim the conftru£tion of this pillar, and over the Hindoo re- 
cord, they have engraved the names of many of their emperors, 
fince the time of Babr.* 

This pillar, which bears the mark of great antiquity, clearly 
evinces that Allahabad was a place of importance long before the 
sera of the Mahometan conqueft of India. We (hould pafi in- 
deed a contemptuous, not to lay an unjull; cenfure, on the under- 
ftanding of the ancient Hindoos, did we fuppole that they had 
overlooked a lituation, at once fo favourable to the performance of 
their religious duties, and fo happily adapted to the enjoyments of 
life. Almoft as many cities have jileen brought forward by mo- 
dern writers to prefer their clmms to the Polybortha of India, as 
of old, contefted for the birth-place of Homer. Moniieur d*An- 
ville, the celebrated French geographer, leems to give the palm to 
Allahabad. Strabo has made mention of a grand cauleway, lead- 
ing from Polybortha into the interior parts of the country, and as 
fuch ftruftures are durable and conlpicuous, it is to be fuppoled that 
fome remrins of this road would have yet been vifible ; but on a 
careful examination I could not dilcover its moft diftant trace. 
A mound of earth appears on the weftern Ihore of the Ganges, 

* The fiift Empcter of die race of Timur, who fit on the throne of Hindofian. 

extending 
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extending about a mile in a line with the river where it ap- 
proaches the fort, which has been evidently thrown up to prevent 
the ftream in the feafons of the floods, from overflowing or injuring 
the town. 

In touching on the fubje£t of Allahabad, it is necelTary to no- 
tice the tomb of Sultan Kbuflo. This maufoleum, about a mile 
to the eaflward of the town, ftands in the midft of a fpacious 
garden enclofed with a high wall, and well fupplied with a variety 
o( flower and fruit trees, but from want of culture they look 
rugged and barren. Being clad in the Mahometan habit, and 
intimating a defire to offer up my prayers at the royal flirine, I 
was immediately admitted. The public edifices of the Mahome- 
tans being conftru6ted of the worft fpecies of what is termed the 
Gothic order, they cannot afford much pleafiire to the European 
eye, which is now taught to regard only the more fimple and 
chafte proportions of art.* Yet the tomb of Khufro, though 
comprifing few of the rules of architeflure, hath in its appear- 
ance fomething peculiarly pleafing, and diffufes around it an air 
of melancholy, congenially fluted to the purpofe of its foun- 
dation. The building is nearly a Iquare, rml^ from the ground 
by a low flight of fteps, and has a vaulted roof in the form 
of a dome, whofe outfide is covered with tiles of a fine clay, 
ftained with a ^verfity of cdours, on which the refledtion of 

* This opinion does not prefiime to indude the monuments at Agni) which have 
deferved the warmeft approbation of our celebrated artifta. 

tlie 
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the fun produces a picafing efF66b. No fund being eftablilhed 
for fuppoiting this monument, it cannot long furvive the numerous 
edifices now fcattered in ruins through the environs of Allahabad. 
Adjoining to the tomb of Khufro, is one of a fmaller fize, which 
a mendicant informed me was erefted in commemoration of 
one of the female branches of the imperial family. Some Maho- 
metan priefts who live in the garden, keep the infide of the mauib- 
leum decently clean, and the different appurtenances are ftill in 
good prefervation, particularly the wooden bier in which the body 
is faid to be depofited.* Oblerving a fmall curtain fpread on the 
wall, 1 drew it afide, and mud confefs to you that I was imprefled 
with a very fenfible awe, on difcovering the figure of an open hand, 
engraved on black marble : when I a,dverted to the nature of the 
place, and the ufe to which it had been applied, I at firft fuppoled 
that this reprelentation denoted the hand, or the power of the 
Deity } but a farther recolle£lion informed roe, that Mahomed, Ali, 
Fatima,*}* Huflin, and Huflein, were defcribed by this emblem; 
and that in compliance with the law whidi excludes all works of 
Iculpture and painting from Mahometan worffiip, it had been 
covered. 

The Allahabad once paid into the royal treafury a re- 

* Sidtan Khttira, the eMeft fim of Tdianqvir, died A. D. i6ia. 

t Fatima, die daughter of Mahomed, wai married to Ali, and had two bUf HuSa 
and Hufleiii. 
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vcune of between feventy and eighty lacks of rupees, but fuch is 
the impoverilhed and depopulated Rate of the Vizier’s country, 
that it is at this day reduced to a fourth of that amount. Shaiftah 
Khan, who was appointed by Aurungzebe to govern the provinces 
of Bengal and Bahar after the death of Amir Jumlah,* hath left 
many monuments of his liberality in the vicinity of Allahabad. 
On an infulated rock in the Jumna, near the city, and at a fmall 
diftance from the fouth fliore, he built a lofty apartment, which 
is cooled by the refrefliing winds of the river, and commands adif- 
tant and wildly diverliiied view. A Perflan infeription which I 
tranferibed, fays that Mahomed Shirreef, in the year of the Hegira, 
1055,-f finilhed tliis mry feat of pleafure by order of Shaiftah 
Khan.— But from great men and their fplendid works, let me de- 
feend to mote trivial concerns, and to fome account of my private 
adventures. 

India, you know, hath ever been famed for affording conve • 
nient places of accomodation to the traveller, who at the dif* 
tance of eight and ten miles, feldom fails meeting with a public 
lodging, or a refervoir of water, where he may perform his ablu « 
tions, and quench his thirft. As the greater part of the inhabi • 
tants of India, from a iimplicity of life, and the clement Rate of 
their climate, have but few fuperfluous wants} a flight defence 

* The officer employed by Aurungzebe to eppofe Sultsn €hnjah. 

t A. D. 1645. 
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agmft the fun and rain, a fmall portion of cloathing, with plain 
food, conftltute a large (hare of their real ones. In upper India, 
the (economy of Karawan Serah,* * * § or as it is ufually called the 
Serauce, Is conducted by better regulations, and its conveniencies 
more fenlible felt, than in the fouthem parts of India. An in« 
clofed area, the interior (ides of which contain fmall apartments, 
fronting inwards with a principal gate-way, is appropriated in 
eveiy village of note, to the u(e of travellers.-f* The (lationary 
tenants of the ferauce,^ many of them women, and fome of them 
very pretty, approach the traveller on his entrance, and in al- 
luring language defcribe to him the various excellencies of thnr 
feveral lodgings. When the choice is made, (which is often per- 
plexing, fo many are the inducements thrown out on all fides of 
him) a bed§ is laid out for his repofe — a (inoaking pipe is brought, 
and the utenfils cleaned, for preparing his repaft. The necel&ry 


* Keravanferah is a Perfse and Arabic compound of Kar^ fignifying bufinefs, rswaM 
the participle of the verb rufteen, to go, move, proceed, &c. and of ferah^ an habita- 
tion. The Tucktravan, a vehicle ufed by travellers in many parts of Alia, is compoied 
of the words, tori/, a feat, or board, and the aforementioned participle. I have ven« 
tured to infert thefe etymologies for the ufe of thofe who are not converfant in the 
Perfian Language. 

t Shere Shah, who drove Humaim from the throne* of Delhi, in 1542, is faid to 
have been the firft Mahometan who eftabliflied Karavanferahs in India. This frA, 
alfo recorded in Dow’s hiftory, is well known amongft the natives.— Shere Shah built 
the fort of Rhocas, and the maufoleum of Safleram. 

X The ferauces at this day are ufually given in rent. 

§ This piece of furniture, of very fimple conftrudlion, has low feet, with the Tides 
and ends formed of bainboo or common rough wood, and the bottom of laced cords. 

fum 
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fum is delivered into the hands generally of a girl, who procures 
the materials, and dreflfes his meal in a moft expeditious manner. 
For two domeftics and myfelf, the horfe and his keeper, the whole 
of my dayly expenditure amounted to a Aim, which as you will 
not credit, I will not venture to note; and on days when I was in- 
clined to feaft, the addition of two or three pence procured a fump- 
tuous fare, with the accompanyment of a fauce, which an alderman 
over his callipafh might figh for. 

Adieu, my dear Sir, 

I am Your’s, &c. See. 


Ka 


LET- 
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LETTER V. 

To I. D. F. Lucltiim^ .\Ji January, 1785. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

My laft letter to you written ‘from Allaha- 
bad, contained fome defcription of that place, with a farrago of 
defultory remarks ariling from the moment, and haftily thrown 
together } but Aiould the perufal have given a little amufement or 
information, I will contentedly facrifice any claims to genius or 
method. — ^The following gives the detail of my journey from Alla- 
habad to Lucknow, and though contuning no matter of any 
fubftance, may afford you half an hour’s relaxation. 

On the 20th of December, — after attending at the funeral 
ceremony performed in commemoration of Hulfin and Huffein, ac 
rather of the latter, I left Allahabad, and went no farther that day 
than Beghum* Serauce, a ftation of three coffes.-f* I will curforily 

* Beghum is the feminine gender of Begh, as Khanum is that of Khan, both titles 
•f Tartar extraction : the latter has been often adopted by the female branches of the 
imperial family of Timur. 

t Two Britilh miles may be given to the average meafuremerA of a cofs. 


embrace 
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embrace this occafion of informing you, that Huflin and HufTein, 
were the fons of Ali, the fon- in-law and nephew of the Arabian 
prophet. During the war which the firft Mahomet maintained 
againft the Infidels, (fo the profelfor of the new faith denominated 
thofe of a different creed), Hullin was poilbned, and Huffein was 
fiain in battle. They confequently became martyrs } — and the 
tomb of Huffein, which was erected in the vicinity of Bagdat, is 
held by the Sheahs* in the fame degree of veneration, with that of 
their prophet, by the other Mahometan feflaries. 

On the 2 1 ft, eat my breakfaft and fmoaked my pipe at Tutty- 
pour, or the place of victory. On enquiry why a village lb mean 
and fmall, had been diftinguilhed by fo great a name, I was told, 
that in former times, Ibme fignal viflory had been obtained there } 
but my intelligencer knew nothing of the parties concerned.— In 
the evening, having this day travelled fix codes, I halted at Alun» 
Chund, the north-weft limit of the Allahabad diftri£ls. The coun- 
try had a bai’ren and defolate afpefl $ the caufe of which was af- 
cribed to the rapadty of a former renter. On entering the le- 
rauce, I found the hofts with their Ipoufes, bufily occupied in the 
celebration of a marriage. V^hether it was owing to the rare oc- 
currence of this Ipecies of ceremony, (for they are a people as void 
of reftraint or form as any under the fun) or whether previous 
difficulties had till now obftrufled the union, I will not pretend 

* The Mahometans of the fed of Ali, are fo called. 

to 
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to determine j but the joy .and merriment which circulated in thrir 
alTembly, could not be furpafled. The men were colle6ted in a 
body, drinking arrack, and beating a tom-tom and the women, 
in a feparate rsrmV, were chewing betle, and fpeaking very loud 
and quick. Though this jubilee had engroiled a great (hare of 
their attention, they gave me a good fupper, and a comfortable 
lodging. 

On the aad,— I arrived at the Kurrah Manickpour,— eight 
colTes and an half. In my way, I halted during the heat of the day 
at the ferauce of Shahzadpour, which together with the town, is 
faid to have been built by the Shaiftah Khan,* mentioned in my laft 
letter. This noUeman, according to Bernier, was highly celebrated 
for his eloquence, and elegant ftyle of writing, wMch it is thought 
contributed to promote the early fuccefs of Aurungzd)e. The fe^ 
rauce of Shahzadpour, built chiefly of brick and mortar, has Ipa- 
cious and commodious apartolents, but from want of repair, one 
angle of it has fallen into ruins. It is ferioufly to be lamented, 
that edifices founded on principles of fuch public fpirit, or motives 
equally beneficial to the ftate, and whofe ufes are fo univerfidly felt, 
Ihould be fuffered to moulder into decay. It would feem, that 
when the huger ferauces were firfl; founded, certains portions of land, 
or other eftablUhed funds, were fet apart for keeping them in 


* A final! drum. 

f He was the maternal uncle of Aurungzcbe* 

neceifiuy 
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necef&ry order : but fuch has been the diftrafted Rate of Hindoftan 
for thefe later periods, and fuch the oppredions, or perhaps po- 
verty of its rulers, that thefe grants have either been refumed, or 
diverted into other channels. In ftigmatizing any fpecific clafs of 
men, I believe I have committed an error ; for on a more difpatll- 
onate view, a large (hare of cenfure falls on the people at large. In 
India, oftentation, felf-love, vanity, or whatever term may be beft 
fitted to the palfion whofe effefls I mean to defcribe, has ufurped 
as powerful a fway over the minds of the people, as in any circle 
of the globe} and it is exemplified in various (hapes, but in none 
more thzfi in the foundation of public works. On obferving once, 
a Hindoo of fome diRinflion fuperintending the conftruAion of 
a place of worlhip, I alked him why, in a country famed for its 
charitable benefa6lions, fo many old edifices allotted to the pur- 
pofes of religion and hofpitality were permitted to fall to tlie 
ground, which, had they been repaired, large fums of money would 
have been laved, and many a valuable monument of antiquity ref- 
cued from oblivion. He candidly told me, that were he to expend 
his whole eftate on reprirs, the work would ^ retain the name 
of its ori^nal founder } but by the erefrion of a new one, it would 
be tranlinitted to poRerity in his own. By this reg^Rer of fame, 
it fliouid feem that the entire credit of conRrufHng a pagoda, 
pond, or ferauce, will be ^ven to him who firR raifed the fabric, 
and no account taken of the occafional embellilher of fuch Rnic- 
tures.— This cUgreffion hath prevented me from fooner informing 

you, 
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you, that to-day I loft my road j inftead of fimply going to Ma- 
nickpour, my place of deftination, I went to Kurrah Manickpour» 
where I pafled a very unplealant night. The air was intenlely 
cold, and my feiTants who purfued the right road, cairied with 
them my baggage and my puife. The good woman at the ferauce, 
old, though very active, kindly provided a iiipper at the rilk of not 
being paid, for I had adviled her of the mifcarriage } but (he could 
procure no fuccedaneum for a quilt, £> that I was kept fhiveringly 
awake the whole night. 

Adjoimikg to the villi^ of Kurrah Manickpour, on a hill, are 
the remains of a confiderable fort. Amongft the ruins 1 obferved 
fome mutilated fragments of Hindoo Iculpture, of the lame ftyle 
as that feen on a curious monument of ancient date in the neigh- 
bourhood of Benares. Feftoons of flowers are fculptured on this 
monument, which for the limple degancy of the delign and tafte, 
as well as the exaft nicety of the execution, may, in my opinion, 
vie with the works of European mafters. The Hindoos of this 
day have a (lender knowledge of the rules of proportion, and none 
of perfpedlive. They are juft imitators, and corredt workmen ; 
but they poflefs merely the glimmerings of genius.* 

On the 23d, eroded the Ganges at Gootree, two miles below 


* This obfervation is verified at a village oppofite the city of Benares, at the gar- 
dens of Ramnagur, where Cheyt Sing has ereAed a large range oi i*oiciy buildings, in 
feme of which ftone figures are placed, of very aukward dimenfions and dull exprefiion. 
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Kurrah Manickpour, and arnved at Muftaphabad, a Rage of nine 
codes. Almas Ali Khan is the manager or renter of a large traA 
of country lying on the fouth of the Ganges, which appears in a 
lels defolate Rate than any other part of the Vizier's dominions 
which I have fcen. From the ruins of Kurrah fort, the Ganges 
is feen winding beautifully round the bottom of the hill, and on 
the northern fliore, immediately oppofite, Rands the village of 
Manickpour. 1 found my lervants at MuRaphabad, to whom I 
referred the fabipitable hoRefs, who had been obliged to accompany 
me fo far, for payment of the laR night's fcore. 

On the 24th,— at Bareily, a fortided town, 12 colTes. The 
country from the laR Ration is much covered with jungle,* and 
where the profpeft opened, but little cultivation appeared, except 
in the diRri£ts of Almas, which are but comparatively well con- 
ditioned. I have feen only a land of defolation, exhibiting the 
icattered veRiges of former profperity. 

On the 25th, — at Doolindy, 8 cofles. The principal town of 
a diRiid, rented by one of the Viziers favorite Hindoos, who has 
laid out a large garden at this place, in which are two neat fum- 
mer houfes. 

On the 26, — at Safdndy, xo colfes. There is Uttle elfe to note 
than the wild appearance of a barren country the reverfe of what 
I expefted to fee in the vicinity of a capital city. 


Voi. I. 


* Mforeft wood in India, is tenmijmglh 

L 
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On the 27th,— at Lucknow, 8 colTes. I took a lodging in 
the AfTrofF ferauce ; and to prevent as much as poffible die riik of 
dilcovery, I difcharged all my lervants, except one, <ui whom 1 
could place a reafonable confidence. 

Lucknow is a large and populous city, but wholly indent 
and irregular. The flreets are narrow, uneven, and almoft choak* 
cd up with every fpecies of filth. The Goomty, running on the 
north fide of the town, is navigable for boats of a common fize at 
all lealbns of the year, and falls into the Ganges between Benares 
and Ghazepour. A line of boats, extended acrofs the river, forms 
a convenient communication with a laige fuburb. Shiyah>nl- 
Dowlah made Fyzeabad, or Oude, the capital of his dominion ^ 
but his ion, letting afide that, with many other of his lather’s ar« 
langements, has fixed his refidence at Lucknow. 

Perceiving that fome of my neighbours began to make in- 
quifitive remarks, I went acrols the water, and procured a retired 
and commo^ous apaitment in the Hufien Gunge ferauce. Ha- 
ving fome bufinefs to tranfiifl at Lucknow, previoiilly to mjr 
journey to Europe, I left my fervants at the ferauce, on pretence- 
of vifiting the Englilh camp, the general rendezvous of idle ftran- 
gers, and went to the dty. Bong defirems fedng a gejitleasan, 
who I underfiood was ftadoned there, I apjooadied the door of 
an officer's quarter, and defired the fervants to acquunt thdr'mafi. 
ter, that a Mc^hul merchant, of whom there are many at Luck- 
now, requefted penxuffion to fee him. Thougjh the entreaty waa 

niged 
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urged in the fofteft and moft purfuahve tone within the compafs 
of my fpeecb, they flatly and roughly rejefted it, faying that thdr 
mafter was eating his breakfafl. Anxious to obtain the wanted 
information, I tried another door which leemed lefs clolely guard- 
ed, but there alfo my prayer was prefered in vain ; and having 
nothing in my pocket to ftrengthen the argument, I was obliged 
to retire ; though the day was extremely hot, and the diftance to 
my lodging was at leafl four miles. This occurence, however pro- 
dudrive of temporary inconvenience, gave me a fatisfadlory proof 
of the efficacy of my diiguife, and the fluency of my Mahometan 
language. Many, I dare lay, are the unfortunate plaintiffs in'our 
Indian world, who unable to purchafe a paffage through the gates 
of the great, are thruft away by their rude and rapacious do- 
meftics. — In returning, I faw another European houfe, into which, 
by a fortunate change in the mode of application, I procured ad- 
mittance : for on informing the door-keeper that my attendance 
had been required, I was immediately conduced to his mafter, who 
received me in the kindeft manner, and on many future occalions 
Ihewed me marks of his friendlhip.— During my ftay at Lucknow 
I lodged at the ferauce, and though I remained there twenty days, 
in which time I made many vifits to the Englilh gentlemen, no 
one leemed td regard me with fufpicion. My landlady at firft ex- 
preffed a flrong delire of knowing the caufe of my frequent 
excurdonsj but not receiving a fatisfaflory account. Ihe con- 
cluded that I had formed fome female intimacy. As this con- 

L 2 je^lure 
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jefbire was fiivoorable to my plan, 1 encouraged it in the mind 
of the good woman, who gave herfelf inhnite credit for the dif- 
coveiy. 

1 am, Dear Sir, 

Your’s, &c. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

Lucknow i January i^tb^ 1785. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

BeF ORE I leave the territories of Aflbif- 
nd-DowIab, or, as he is often entitled from the rank he holds, the 
Vizier of the Empire, I will throw together for your perufal fome 
brief remarks on the Oude government. 

This country is bounded cm the north, by parts of Napaul and 
Siranagur > on the eaft, by the-Englilh pofleflions ; on the fouth, 
by the Jumna ; and on the weft, generally by the Doab, and the 
Ganges. The Oude territories, generally flat and fertile, are 
watered by the Ganges, Jumna, Gograh, Goomty, and Gunduck, 
exclufive of many rivulets. Theft rivers flow through moft of 
the principal towns, and interftft a large fpace of the country ; 
moft of them being navigable for boats, in all ftafons of the year. 
— Ttiff Englilh armies may be plentifully fupplied with provilions 
and ammunition, ni the event of executing any military operation 
in chat quarter. Theft rivers allb preftnt ftrong barriers againft 
the Mahrattah, Sack, or Moghul cavalry. The Vizier’s provinces, 
which yield, it is laid, at this period, a revenue of about two mil* 

lions 
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lions fter’inj, have greatly decreal'ccl in produce fince the death of 
Shujah- ud-Dowlah. It would be prefumptuous in me to. attempt an 
explanation of furh decreafs. It was fufficicntly iportifying, to 
obferve the common cxTccts of a deftruflive adminiRjation. The 
inhabitants lay, hat the population of the country is diminilhed, 
and that the commerce, which in former periods was important 
and extcnfivc, has fallen to decay. Thefe evils which have con- 
tributed to the ruin of the moll; powerful Rates, and are now 
precipitating the ruin of Oude, can only be eradicated by the ftre- 
nuous exertions of a juR and wife governor : a cbarafler devoutly 
to be willied for in Oude. It appears, that a large portion of the 
amoudit now paid by AlToff-ud-Dowlah into the Company’s trea- 
fury at Lucknow, is tranfported from thence in fpecie to relieve 
the necellitics of Bengal, now urgent in the extreme. Much of 
the wealth alfo, which has been accumulated by the fervants of 
the Company refiding in this country, has been conveyed in alimilar 
mode } and the mifcluef gathers Rrength from the tenor of our pre- 
fent conneftion with Airoff-ud-Dowlah. The channels of commerce 
operate too tardily for meafures which require difpatcb, and em- 
brace only the objeff of the day. If treafure can be procured, no le- 
condary aids are called in ; no fuccedaneum is learched for. Thele 
drains, unfupplied by any native fource, muR foon exhauR the 
vigour of a country, where in addition to the grievance, commerce 
is loaded with monopoly, and influenced by the hand of power. 
The demand for bills on Bengal, which has been prelling and con- 
tinued. 
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tinued, gave them often a value of feventeen and an half per cent« 
on the Lucknow amount i a profit which enabled the bankers to 
export the value in filver.* — The refumption of the Jaguir» or 
alienated lands, has not been productive of the promifed benefits. 
The officers who enjoyed thofe benefactions, were many of them 
men of expenfive manners ; they promoted the confumption of 
valuable manufactures^ and polfeffing rank and diltinCtion, they 
maintained a numerous body of dependants. Whether from a 
fucceffion of oppreffive managers, or that the inhabitants do not 
experience the fruits of former liberality, it is evidently feen, tliat 
the refumed diftriCts are ill cultivated, and thinly inhabited. 

Little remains to be faid of tlie Vizier’^ military eftablilh- 
ment ; it being only ufeful in affilting the collection of the revenue, 
enforcing the obedience of the lefier valTals, or furnifhing a guard 
for his perfon. The defence of the country wholly refls on the 
forces of the Englilh, which are fupplied according to emergency. 
The troops at this time, amount to about eight thouland fepoys, 
and five hundred Europeans, with the requifite train of artillery. 
The treafury of Aflbff-ud’Dowlah is now low, but it is faid, that 
he has nearly paid off the refidue of a large debt, which had been 
accumulating fince the period of his father’s death. It is to be 
fincerely wiihed, that the meafures purfued in future, may redrefs 


* A flow of commerce, which now more diffufely conveys the manufivSures of thie 
country to Bengal hu reduced this premium to four per cent. 
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the grierances of this country } which though of fuch extenfive 
compafs, and poflefling fo valuable a relburce, bears the afpeft of 
rapid decay : and though its poiidon, and native weaknefs, might 
render the alliance profitable to the Engliih, no (olid benefits have 
hitherto arifen from our connection with Oude. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Yours, &C. &c. 


LET. 
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LETTER Vn. 


Furruckabad^ January 1783. 

MY DEAR. SIR, 

1 N O W ^ prefent you vnth a (ketch of 
eny route to Fumidcabad, where I purpofe refting two or three 
days with tny countrymen, whom I (hall not probably (ee again 
until my arrival in Europe. 

On the i8th at nomi, I left my hefte(s’s quarters at Lucknow, 
and after a warm wd dufty ride of feven codes, halted at the village 
of Nowill Gunge. The next day I arrived at Meahgunge, a (lage 
aUb of (even cofl^ and was much rgoiced to find that my little 
fteed continued to po^s high health and vigor. He is endowed, 
I fear, with a too great predominance of the latter quality, and 
that in its word (Sm(e } for if I am to judge from lus carnal han- 
Jkerings, and ftrong ndghings of love to every mare he fees, it 
would too plainly appear that lus life has not been the chafteft 
kind. Bat as it is find, and in holy writ I believe, “ that 
there is no wifdom under the girdle,” meaning, evidently, the 
{prdles of the Iwfo and ladies of the creation, we may furciy 
VoL. I. M excufe 
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cxcufe the wanderings and frailties of a poor horfe« whole pai^ 
fions receive no check from conftitutional modefty, or virtuous 
example. 

Meahgunoe, if I am informed right, was founded hy Almas, 
md feems to he a thriving and populous village. From the 
various intelligence which 1 have procured, it is evident that 
the renter ha« is adive, induftrious, and regular. The inha>i 
hitants fay, that his rigour in colledting the revenue is, in a 
certain degree, quaUfied by a Ready obfervance of his contradts. — I 
paflied this evening in the company of a Patan, who was returning 
to his home from Lucknow, where he had expended the greateR 
part of Ms eftiUe in the fociety of the lato, and in the pkidures 
of arrack } but in the laR he very copbufly indulged. In the 
courie of two hours and a half, I beheld Mm with amazement 
empty two bottles of a ffurit fo harfii and fiery, that the fike dole 
moR have turned the head of an elephant. The Patan made an 
apology for tMs excefiive potation, by ohfervmg, that it removed 
from his mmd every fenfation of ibrrow and melandKdy,»paf< 
fions, which, he find greatly annoyed Mm in his cooler mo> 
ments. ' This jovial Mahometan was attended by an oid mufi- 
ciani marvriloufly ill apparelled, and defident in the larger por- 
tion of bis teeth, who during the interludes of Ms maRer’s amuse- 
ment, Rrummed on a mifrrabte guitar, wMch he accompanied 
with fome of Hafez’s odes t but uttered in a voice that would 
have Rruck difini^ into the fierceft beaft that ranges the frneft. 

—At 
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•^At diis gunge, a fervant whom I hired at Lucknow, and mjr 
rmly attendant, carried <^, in the night, my matchlock and a 
curious dagger. 

On the aotb,- at Banghur Mow— 10 cofles— a large village in 
the diftrift of Almas.— Here the Patan having drunk out all the 
fiibftance c£ his purie, (old a piece of family tin-plate } the pro- 
duce of which railed the fum of three rupees. He took that even- 
ing an extraor^nary draught of lus favourite fpirit ; and, that his 
pleafutes might have no alloy, he called in a good-natured girl, who 
for one half-rupee difplayed to the Patan a more ample fund of 
dalliance and allurement, then could be purchaled by us for twenty 
at Ludcnow.— He exprefled a fovereign contempt for Almas,* who 
he laid bring precluded from the pleafures of the fex, dilliked and 
^Icouraged them. Many of Alroas’s wounded lepoys were brought 
into the ferauce from a fort in the woods, which had been reduced 
by him after a fiege of fix weeks. Thefe men were Ihockingly man- 
gled.— Some had balb lodged in thrir bodies, others were Icorched 
by a combuftible matter thrown (m them during the attack.— Being 
pollelbd of a few medical materials, I applied dreflings to fuch cales 
as could likely recrive any beneEt from the alfiftance j and I was 
jdealed to obferve the fuccefsful elFeAs of Ibme of the applications. 
The want of chiruigical help is an evil which affects, in a grievous 
manner, the native mihtary fervice of Hindoftan, efperially fince 


tlie 


* Ksisawmidi. 
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the uic of fire>artns has became lb prevalent ; and it will be no exag- 
eration' to fay» that a gresiter number of the country troops 
are deRroyed by the effects of wounds, than (lain in immediate 
a£tion. 

After a long journey of 14 coffes, in which I eroded the 
Ganges, and had nearly cxhaulled the ftrength of my horle„. I 
arrived on the 21ft at the ancient city of Kinnouge, lituate on the 
Callinuady, a fmall river that falls into the Ganges, about twenty 
miles below Furruckabad. Kinnouge, before the period, of the 
Mahometan conqueft, ranked amonglt the molt populous and 
opulent cities, of Hindoltan. It is mentioned in teltimon]Lof its 
grandeur, that Kinnouge contuned thirty thouland Ihops for the 
lale of betle, and afforded employment for fix thoufand female 
dancers, and mulicians. — A vaft mals of ruins interfperfed through 
a wide'lpace, marks the ancient extent and grandeur of Kinnouge) 
though few (filtinA veftiges now exift, except Ibme parts of a 
ftone temple erefted in ancient times to the honor of Setah, the 
vrife of Ram, which has been exoreiled by fixne zealous Maho- 
metan, uid converted into a place of worlhip. The prefent race 
of Indian Mahometans not bring fervent in the caufe of religion, 
or being rather fupinely regardlefs of it, (nnany of them holding 
the memory of Mahomet in as little reverence as they would that of 
Thomas-a-Becket, had they ever heard of him) the molque is 
now defiled and abandoned. In feveral cavities which the rain has 
formed, I oblerved parts of brick wall, funk twenty feet at leaft 

beneath 
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beneath the level of the town ; and the inhabitants that in 
digging into the foundation, fniall pieces of gold and filver are 
often (hfcovered. They alfo lay, that Kinnouge was once de- 
ftroyed by an inundation; but as few Hindoo records are di- 
vefted of mythological Itory, (lender ulb only can be derived 
from them. The Mahrattas plundered this city, and laid waftc 
the adjacent country, previoufly to the battle of Panifrctt.* 
After this important event,, which gave a ftrength and perma- 
nency to the Mahometan power in Upper India, Ahmed Khan 
Bungilh, the chief of Furruckabad, took polfeflion of the dif- 
tridts of Kinnouge, which during his adminiftration, beg;an to 
emerge from the ruin in winch it bad been long involved, 
and aflumed fymptoms of a recovery which are now wholly 
ei&ced. 

Arrived on the 23d at Khodah Gunge, — nine codes, — a 
village in the territory of Muzzuifer Jung, the adopted fon of 
Ahmed Khan : but no more like the father, ~excufe the phrafe,— 
than ** I am like Hercules.” — ^This young man, averfe to, or in- 
capable of bulinefs, is a tributary of Alfi>f-ud-Dowlah, who by 
the high fine he has impofed on Furruckabad, may be faid to 
govern it himlelf. 

On the 24th,— at Furruckabad— nine cofles.— Finding the 
pleafurea of my Patan friend grow expenfive, and very noify, I 


* It was fiwglit in Februa^, 1761. 


took 
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took an eafy leave of him, and flipped nnperceived into the 
Englilh artillery camp, where I am treated, as I have been in 
all parts of this hofpitable country, with every mark of kind- 
ncfi. 

I am, my Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER Vni. 

Ratnpore^ February ^tby 1783 . 

MY DEAR SIR, 

HPhE defire on every occafion of teftifing 
the ienle I entertain of your friendlhip, prompts me to £^ve you 
the relation of my route from Furruckabad to R^mpore. 

Thb progrefs of the firft day, the 29th January, 1783, which 
was a long one,— -not lefs than dghteen coflb,— brought me and 
my horfe, both greatly jaded, to Kytterah r a laige village on the 
weft fide of the Ganges. 

Thb next day at AUahapour,— nine cofies.— This place not be* 
ing a common ftage, nor contuning a lerauce, my accommo- 
dations were flender, and thofe extorted by the force of hold 
language, and a few extra pence. At AUahapour there is only 
one houfe of entertainment, and that for the article of eatii^ 
only i — you may lleep where you can. After fupper, I pru* 
pofed to the landlady with every token of decorum, that we 
Ihould lodge that night under the fiune roof. The dmne mi£^ 
conftruing the purpoft of my requeft, and fired with indig^a- 
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tion at the idea of its indecency, poured on me a torrent of rc- 
praich. In the exercile of the tongue a female of Hindoftan 
hath few equals } and if ilie hath ever followed a camp, I would 
pronounce her invincible on any ground in Europe. An Englilh 
woman, educated at our inoR noted feminaries, and Ikilled in all 
the various compnfs of debate, will, perhaps, on fome intereding 
occafloii, maintain the conteft for an hour, which then terminates 
in blows and vilory. But an Indian dame, improved by a few 
campaigns, has been known to wage a colloquial war, without in- 
troducing one manual effort, for the fpace of three fuccelTive days ; 
(leeping and eating at rcafonable intcsvals.* There is a fertility of 
imagination, a power of expreflion, inherent in the mind, and vo- 
cal ability, of an Afiatie, particularly a female one, which cannot 
be engendered in the cold head of an European t and there is an 
extent of language alfo peculiar to the Ealf, which the limits of 
Weftern fpcech do not contain. — Let me not forget the ftory of 
my landlady whofe words, (brill and piercing, yet feem to vibrate 
in my ear.— -With every fymptom of a virulent female pride, and 
the (emblance of outrageous <nrtue, (be declared that I (hould not 
deep under her roof,— I might, if I liked, place my bed on the 
out-fide of the doer.— Finding the night growing cold, and not 
being impred^ with fentiments of refped for mine hoftefs, whole 


• Such prolonged engagements are diftinguilhcd by the particular term of ** Uu^ 
hrbtft” or the luie war. 


perfon 
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perlbn had nothing lovely in it, I planted my bed fomewhat rudely 
in the midft of her apartment, telling her, flic might difpofe of 
herfelf as (he deemed moft fitting, but that my deportment would 
be chafte, and confiftent with the rules of honor, though appear- 
ances might be unfavourable. The good woman perceiving my 
inattention to her clamorous reprefentation, was glad to compound 
the matter, and take a fmall pecuniary compenfation, for the in- 
jury her char&£ter might fuffer. 

On the next day I went to Badam, a flation of eight cofles.-- 
fiadam is faid to have been founded four hundred years ago, by one 
of the Seljukian kings ; and from a magnificent extenfive city, is 
now funk into a fmall mouldering town. The ruins of the fort 
Itill ferve to exhibit a mortifying pidlure of former grandeur •, but 
fuch is the reverfe of its condition, that the howling wolf, and 
the fcreeching owl, now become its only tenants, have fupplanted 
the gay damfel, and the care foothing minftrel. Then, my friend, 
’ere thy youthful blood ceafes to run lightly through its now elaf- 
tic channels,— ere thy mind refufes longer to receive the glowing 
tints of fancy’s pencil, — feize the fair pleafures of the hour, 
and following the precepts of our Hafez, leave the reft to fate 1 
— I palled this evening in the company of the fair, (though the 
epithet may not literally apply to our Indian ladies), who, for 
a moderate offering, fung, laughed, and danced around me until 
mid-night. 

On the tft of February, after a tedious journey of fourteen 
Voi. I. N coffes. 
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colTcs, leading through a lonely unhofpitable country, I arrived at 
Owlah. — Of the few fellow-travellers purfuing the the dune track, 
two wolves, a fox, and two hares, compofed the greater number. 
The flirubs and high grafs had To concealed the path, that I was 
completely bewildered, and had loR my way, when a fmall village 
on an eminence attradled my notice, and held out the profpe£f of 
relief : but fuch is the inftability of fublunary pleafure, that this 
promifnig mark proved a falfe beacon. The hamlet was unroofed, 
and its inhabitants had fought a more friendly land. Then, in the 
bitternefs of my heart, I gave up Shujah-ud-Dowlah to as many 
devils as cholc to take him, and was about configning the Englifli 
to the fame crew, for having expelled from a country which they 
had made populous and opulent, the extenlive tribe of Rohillas. 
How infatiable, cruel, and how deftru£live, even of its own pur- 
pofes, appears ambition, when placed in this light. It prompted 
a prince, already polTefled of an ample fair territory, to feize, 
with barely the colour of pretence, the domsdn of his neighbours, 
who by a falutary fyftem of government, had enriched thdr coun- 
try, and had made their names refpefted. The conqueror, by the 
fortune of war, fubjeds into a province diis Aqurilhing territory, 
which is foon converted into defplate plains, and delerted villages. 
This is not, I truft, the language of exaggeration, or the colouring 
of fancy. It is a Ample, grievous truth, forcing itfdf on the 
notice of the moft curfory obferver. — ^The town of Owlah, once 
crowded with inhabitants, and adorned with mofques and fpacious 

buildings. 
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buildings, is now verging to ruin, and many of its ftreets are 
choaked ujrwlth fallen habitations. 

On the ad of February, at Shahabad, —fourteen colies, — a large 
village in the diftri£ls of Fyze-ullah-Khan. The whole of this 
chief’s country evinces the beneficial elFefls arifing from tlie en> 
couragement of hulbandry, and the aid of an a 61 ive government. 
Populous villages, Ikirted by extenfive fields of corn, are leen on 
all Tides } and the haughty independent fpiiit which invariably 
pervades every clafs of the people, mark their abhorrence of de- 
Ipotlfm. Many of the Rohillas, who had been driven from the 
country after the death of Hafiz Rhamut, have fettled in this 
quarter. 

O.N the 3d, at Rampour, — fourteen colTes. Fyze>ullah-Khan, 
refides in this town, which the general refort of his civil and 
military officers, has now made populous, and wealthy. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your’s, &c. 6k. 


[The following hilloiyor the Rohilbi, and Shujab'ud-OowUi, compiled fince 
the ^te of the ietten, is founded on fundry original documents, and various local 
information, obtained during my lefidcnce in the northern parts of India, and bn 
been introduced in this places though interrupting the feries of the letters, to 
bring into one view, a body of tdttive fafis.] 
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R O H I L L A S.' 


IT appears, that about the year 1720, Bilh- 
arut Khan, and Daoud Khan, of the tribe of Rohillas, accom- 
panied by a final! number of thdr needy and adventurous country- 
men came into Hindoftan in queft of military lervice. They were 
firft entertained by a Madar Saha, the Ifindoo chief of Scrouly,'!' 
who, by robbery and precbitory ezcurfions, nuuntuned a large party 
banditti. In the plunder of an adjacent village, Daoud Khan 

* TUi ■ppdiatioii, I have been infenned^ ii derived from Jbi, a word in the 
A^gjhan language fignifying abitt or mountain ; and ia the name alib of a certain traft 
of tenitoiy, Ae native country of the RobiUat, fituated between Peflioor and CabuU 
t A fo^i town in Ae nofA>weft quarter of Rohikund. 


captured 
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captured a youth of the Jatt fe£l,* whom he adopted, and brought 
up in the Mahometan faith, by the name of Ali Mahomet } and 
though he had. children born to him in marriage, Daoud Khan 
diftinguilhed this boy by pre>emittent marks of parental aifeclion. 
Madar Saha alligned to the body of Rohillas, which (bon increafed, 
certain lands for their maintenance. Goolareah and fome other 
villages, were given to Bilharut Khan } and Daoud Khan ob- 
tuned Bumeah and Beouly.^ 

Whilst the Rolullas were yet in this limited Rate, Shah Alum 
Khan, an Afghan Mollah, § vilited his countrymen in India ; and 
it is laid that he had particular claims of friendfhip on Daoud 
Khan, being either the adoptive father of that chief, or having 
afforded him in his youth the means of fubfiftence. In whatever 
relation the Mollah Rood to Daoud Khan, it is allowed that he 
was hofpitably treated at Beoulyj and on returning to Afghan- 
IRan, was fumifhed with a fum of money for defraying the expenoes 
of his journey. Shah Alum came a fecond time to Kutluuir,|| where 

* This fed, a mimeroiM and powerful one in the nordiern para of India, is claflU 
in ^ fiinidi, or.Snodet^ tribe «C Ae Hindoos. 

t The Rphilla officers wl>9 4^ood neat in vidwri^ to tbofe cUefib uere Csua 
Khan, Shadie Khan, Pcrmaui Khan, Sultan Khan, and Asum Khan Dhnngbiab. 

t Vilhget fi tu ated in the diSriAa er Suilaufeek a divifion of Rohikiwd, which lice 
40 computed miles to the weftward of Bareiiy.^See Rennel's map. 

§ Mollah is an appellation given to thofe who ere (killed in the tdigioua doArine 
and him of Mahomet. 

I The original name of a part of Roliilcund,prev!oullj to the period of die Rohilla 
ccBfue^ and (till adopted in the pnhUie repftera of the coaduy. 

he 
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he again experienced the gcnerofity of Daoud Khan $ but on going 
back to his country, he was killed, and his cfieAs were plundered. It 
has been laid, that this aflaffination was committed at the inftigation 
of Daoud Khan, in revenge of fome haughty exprelfions of the 
Mollah to that chief. I have been wholly prompted to make this 
mention of Alum Khan, from his being the father of Hafiz 
Rhamut, who in latter times became fo conlpicuous and unfor- 
tunate. 

The Rohillas, quarrelling with Madar Saha, retired from his 
country, and afibciating themfelves with Chand Khan, the chief 
of Bareily,* they jointly entered into the lervice of Azmuth Khan, 
the Governor of Moradabad.*|* They did not remain long at- 
tached to this officer, but moving towards the northern mountuns 
they made incurfions into the territory of the Rajah of Cum- 
maioun. Chand Khan had previoully refuled to proceed on this 
czpeffition with the Rohillas, who after various fuccefs, were 
wholly worfted. The Rohillas had penetrated into the interior 
country, but bring funounded on all fides by the mountaineers, 
who cut ofir thrir fupply of prorifion, they were compelled to fub- 
mit to di^iracefiil terms of releafement. The perfons of Daoud 

* BareOj, a fpaeioui well built town, in dte centre of Rohilcund.— See Renneri 
oup. 

t A town foroerlj of great note, fituate in the northern part of Rohncund.-~See 
Rennet'* map. 

t A IjMKhwt traft of mountainou* country, fdjefk (0 a Hindoo Chicfj and fbr- 
niing the north*eaft boundary of Rohilcund. 

Khan, 
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Khan, and Alt Mahontet, were delitrered to the Rajah, who put 
the former to death ; and the like fate would have awaited the fon, 
had he not made his efcape. The Rohillas &y, that Daoud Khan 
was not furrendercd to the chief of Cummuoun, but flidn by a 
party of mountaineers, who had attacked him by furprize. The 
Rohilla party after this dilafter withdrew to Beouly and Bumeah, 
where they had, antecedently to the Cummaioun expedition, lodged 
their families ; and in a Ihort fpace of time it is feen, that they 
feized on the diftiidls of Madar Saha, their firft mafter, who fell 
in one of the defultory a6tions that followed this invafion. Ali 
Mahomet, after the death of Daoud Khan, had been declared chief* 
of the party } nor did he, though then a youth, feem unworthy 
of the chai^. He was brave, enterprizing, and never foiled to 
improve the occafions of advancing his power and enlarging his 
territory. — An eunuch who refided at Munounah,*)* and managed 
the afiairs of thofe omrahs of the court who held granted lands 
in Kuthmr, had incited Ali Mahomet, from fome motive of re> 
lentment, to invade the pofleflions of the chief of Owlah } 
which were foon reduced by the Rohillas, and ultimately an« 


* Mahomet Khaiii the fon of Daoud KhaOi either from being fuperfeded in his ft- 
ther’s afFedioii by All Mahomet^ or at the period of Daoud Khan's death, being exclu- 
ded by the Rohilla officers from the fucceffion, retired to Furruckabad, where he was 
received into the Bunglifli family. It is mentioned alfo in a manufcript which I have 
feen, that at the time of his fiither’s death, Mahomet Khan was ao infiui^ and that he 
remained fome years in the fiunily of 4U Mahomet, 
t A town in Rohilcund. 
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tiexed to their territory. All Mahomet found, which he had 
fought for, a pretext to quarrel with the eunuch, whom he 
engaged,* and flew in a pitched battle; the fuccefs of wliich, 
invefted him with the eflates of the nobles, and a large booty. 
Ali Mahomet, chiefly by the affiftance of the Vizier Kum* 
mer ud Dein, not only made his peace at court, .but obtained a 
commiflion for colle£ting the revenue of the penfion lands, which 
it is faid he pundhially remitted.-f 

From tlfis period, may be dated the firft important eftablifli* 
ment of the Rohtlla power in Rohilcund : a name by which 
they diftinguilhed the Kuthair diftrifls, and their other territories 
on the eaft fide of the Ganges. Azmut Ulla Khan| being removed 
from the government of Moradabad, Hunund, an Hindoo officer 
of note, was ordered to proceed to that place, and exterminate the 
government of the Rohillas. It appears, that Omdut Ul Mulck,§ 
a powerful omrah at the court of Mahomet Shah, advifed and 
|)romotcd this meafure, in revenge of the death of the eunuch, 
who had been his agent in the management of an extenfive Jaguir, 

* The batde in which the eunuch wm flain, happened in 1717. 

t An of fuch avowed rebellion, committed within almoft the precindls of the 
court, marks an epocha of the decline of the Mogul Empire, and confpicuoufly (hews, 
that the power and vigor which had rendered its arms invincible under Acbar, and 
Aurungzebe, no longer exifted. 

X In fome papers recording Rohilla hiftory, it is mentioned, that Azmut Ullab was 
forcibly deprived of his Government by Ali Mahomet. 

§ This officer was alfo known by the name of Amir Khan. 


VoL. L 
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which he hekl in the diftrldls of Munounah and Owlah. The 
forces of Hunund were encountered by the Rohlllas under the 
command of Alt Mahomet,* and wholly defeated. Hunund, to* 
gether with his fon, fell in battle } and the diftrifts of Moradabad^ 
with thofe of Bareily, were feized on by Ali Mahomet.— About 
this time Asum Khan Dungheah, a Rohilla who had been em- 
ployed in the fervice of the zemkidar of Peleabeat,*!* joined Ali 
Mahomet ; whom it is (aid he urged to invade the poBellions of 
his late mafter. The Rolulla, who embraced with eagernefs every 
opportunity of extending his conquelb, and acquiring plunder^ 
attacked the Hindoo, and drove him from his refidence. After the 
death of Hunund, it b mentioned, though without any accurate 
detsdl of fa£ts, and a total omilfion of date, that Meer Munnoo, the 
fon of the Vizier Kummer ud Dris, was (ent into Rohilcund 
with an army to compel Ali Mahomet to account for the Rohil- 
cund revenue, and to reftore the artillery which had been attached 
to the troops of Hunund. All Mahomet met Nber Munnoo 
at a paflage of the Ganges near Daranaghur,:); where an adjuft- 
ment was effected } and the daughter of die Rohilla» it U aUb find 
given to Meer Munnoo’s brother in marriage. No other dates are 

* Thii erent happened A. D. 1 740^ the jxar after Nadir Sbah’a imnlion of India. 

t A town in the north enft quarter of Rohilcund, near the foot of a woody range 
of hiUie^Vidc Rennd’tmap. 

X A town on the bank of the Ganges, in the north weft quarter of Rohilcimd.-^ 
See Rennel's mapn 
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affixed to the ariival of Hafiz, Rhamut Khan* in India, than that 
he joined his countrymen duiing the adminiftration of Ali 
Mahomet } who bang defirous of efiacing any refentment that 
he might harbour for the murder of Alum Khan, quickly ad- 
vanced this chief to an important ftation. Dhoondy Khan, a 
nephew of Alum Khan, who probably came to Rohilcund about 
the fame period, ma alfo much favored by Ali Mahomet. A£lu- 
ated more perhaps by the defire of conqueft, than retaliating 
former displace, Ali Mahomet invaded Cummaionn, which he 
over-run, and compelled the chief to take refnge in the Serinr^ur 
oountry.f He amafled a laige booty in this expedition, which 
'Was concluded by the exafikion of an annual tribute ; and Rohilla 
troops were ftationed in the forts of CsKhipour and Rooderpour, 
dependencies of Cummruouo, winch he kept pofleffion of, to re- 
cord, it is laid, ^ revenge that had been taken for the murder of 
his father. 

Atr Mahomet, who refided chiefly at Owlah, eflabliflied 
ditoughout his territory a permanent fyfliem of government, which 
though occafionally rigorous, afforded a general protefrion to 
the lower clafs of people. Surdar Khan, who had approved 
himfelf in many aftions a brave foldier, was appointed to the 

* Rafis Rhamu^ (bale docuqients Gqr, firft CUie ioto Iniiia in dw ebander of a 
nerchant. 

An Hindoo terriloqr, bottoduig Robikund on die nortb. 

O a 
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command of the army ; and certain lands were granted him 
for his maintenance. Futtah Khan,* with a comformable do> 
nation, was created the public treafurer, and keeper of the houfe- 
hold ftores. Peleabcat and Barcily were given to Hafiz Rha* 
mut } and Moradabad, to Dhoondy Khan. Ali Mahomet feems 
to have held the imperial authority at this period in a low de- 
gree of efiimation, for he openly feized on fome valuable com- 
modities, which the Governor of Bengal had difpatched, by the 
road of Rohilcund, to court, for the ufe of the King. Setting 
alfo at defiance the power of Sufdah Jung, the Subahdar of 
Oude, he plundered a large quantity of valuable timber that had 
been cut down for Iris ufe in the northern parts of Rohil- 
cund. Sufdar Jung, who had ever been inimical to the late 
Conquerors of Ruthair, acquired a fufficient influence over Ma. 
hornet Shah,*}* to induce that Prince to attack Ali Maho- 
met. The Rohillas were fecretly fupported by the Vizier Kum- 
mer ud Dein, who, bore an inveterate hatred to the Subah- 
dar of Oude ; and who, in the ufage of the courtiers of that 
flay, ftrengthened his party by every powerful connedtion that he 
could procure. 

* Futtah Khan, originally a Hindoo, was adopted by Ali Mahomet. The ufage 
of male adoption prevails even in Mahometan families where there arc many foiis. 

t Sufdar Jung chiefly perfuaded Mahomet Shah to undertake this expedition, by a 
ftipulation of paying one lack of rupees for every marching, and half a lack for eveqf 
baiting day, of the Imperial army, until its arrival in Rohilcundu 


Thb 
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The King entered Rohilcund with a great force,* and with> 
out coming to an engagement, poflefTed himfelf of the open 
country. Ali Mahomet, aware of his inability to refift the 
King’s army, and feeling perhaps a reluAance to face his Sove- 
reign in the field, had retired into the woods of Banghur.-f* the 
ikirts of which were defended by a chain of forts that had been 
erefled by the Rohillas at a former period. Ali Mahomet main- 
tained this poft for fome time, but having no hope of relief, and 
being fcantily fupplied with provifions, he furrendered himfelf 
into the hands of the King { and at tlie interce(fion of Kummer 
ud Dein, was pardoned. 

The power of the Rohillas was now annihilated in Rohilcund, 
and all their officers and principal people were removed to Dehli. 
This remarkable event, which happened in the year 1745, fiiews 
that Ali Mahomet muft have been efientially aided by the diftra^l- 
ed ftate of the empire, during the Perfian invafion, in the in- 
creale and eftablifliment of his dominion. It appears that he re- 
mained about a year at Dehli, under the immediate proteflion of 
the Vizier, when at tliat nobleman’s recommendation, he was ap- 
pointed the military governor of Sirhend, and ordered to reduce the 


* During the campaign of Mahomet Shah in Rohilcund, he gave to the Shote river 
the name of Yaa Wufiadar, or faithful friend, from the great conveniences derived by 
his army from this ftream, whofe waters are (alubrious, and flow in a beautifully winding 
courfe 

t Thefe woods lie between Owlahand Rampore.— iVide Rennel’s map 
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former chief of that place, who had thrown off hii allqfumoe to 
the empire. Previoully to his proceeding on this lervice, Ali 
Mahomet had been required to fend Abed>ullah and Fyze-ullah, 
two of his fons, to Lahore,* to be kept as boftages for the good 
conduft of the father. The Rohilla, who on every occafion dif* 
played the ability and fpirit of a foldier, defatted the Sithend rebel, 
and reduced to his fulye^ion Kote Roy, one of the ftrongeft 
fortreflks in the upper part of IncUa. During the icfidenoe of AK 
Mahomet at Sithend, .his party, which had been joined by a body 
of two or three thoufaid marauding Afghans, wu computed at 
ten thoufand cavalry, and fifteen or twenty thoufand infantry of 
vaiious denominations. Itie Rohilla did not take any part in the 
Durany war if but whilft the Moghul and A%han armies were 
approaching to aftion, he quitted the Punjab and refired Hurd- 
war, from whence he penetrated in 1747 into Rohilcimd, which 
he rapidly conquered. The two fons of Ali Mahomet, who had 
been delivered as hoftages for his good oonduff, were taken by 
Ahmed Shah, the Durany, in the fort of Sirhend } when they had 
been placed by Kummur ud Dein, pievioofly to the redufHon of 
that town by the Afghans. Ali Mahomet could not long have en- 
joyed the fruits of his laft fuccefs } for his death, according to the 

* MeerMunnoo^tlMtaaofdw ViMSr,imsttllut4iweilM0siwnarsf IdboN. 

t The fifft invafioo of the Doai^ Abated Shah. 
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memoirs of that time, happened in the latter end of 1747,* at 
Owlah. 

Perhaps no foMier that has appeared in India, paflTed through 
more active and eventful fcenes of life, than Ali Mahomet. He 
was bom, and grew up it may be faid, amidft the din of arms. 
He fell when a boy into the hands of Daoud Khan. An incelTant 
feries of warfare occupied his manhood, and he died at the peiiod 
of finally iubduing the territory, which he had before arduoufly 
fought for, conquered, and had i(^. — This chief bore the reputa* 
tion of a liberal encourager of agriculture and commerce. He 
was drift and rigorous in the exaftions which he levied from his' 
fubjefts } but as he rarely infringed, he never remitted a dipulated 
engagement. Owlah, his ufual place of refidence, and the princi- 
pal town of Rohilcund, he ornamented with numerous public and 
private edifices, which were conftrufted and arranged with an order 
and talte feldom feen in Indian cities. 

Saod Ullab Khan, the third fonf of Ali Mahomet, fucceeded 
to the fttpremacy of the Robiila Dominion. In obedience to the 
laft counfel of his father, who had recommended Hafiz Rhamut to 
his young fuccefibr,! as the mod capable of the Ruhillas, Saud 
Ullah appomted that officer his deputy in the management of pub<> 

* Or the beginning of 1748. 

t The two elder were yet kept in confinement by the Duranniet. 

t At his bthcr*! death, Saud UUah was about twelve years of age. 

lie 
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lie affairs. During the adminiftration of Saud Ullah, the Patans 
of Furruckabad, commanded hy their chief, Cairn Khan Bung* 
hi(h, invaded Rohilcund. Confident of fiiccefs, and prefuming 
on the military reputation which he had acquired, the Patan pre- 
cipitately quitted the body of his army, and advanced with a par^ 
of his principal officers. A detachment of Rohillas in ambufcadei 
fired at Cairn Khan as he paffed, and killed him, with foroe other 
perfons of his retinue. The army, on the death of their leaden 
fled, leaving the baggage and guns behind, which were captured 
by the Rohillas, and eftimated at a great value. Saud Ullah, faid 
at that time to be fourteen years of age, had accompanied the army 
on this expedition.* Sufdar Jung (till retaining a ftrong animofity 
to the Rohillas, and defirous of improving the occafion of Saud 
Ullah’s minority, formed a junftion with Mulhar Row, the chief 
of a laige body of Marhatta cavalry, and penetrated into Rohil- 
cund. The Rohillas, unable to refift fo large a force, took fhelter 
in the Ikirts of the northern mountains, where they remained, until 
fome revolutions at court caufed Sufdar Jung to move towards 

Dehli. He carried witli him the ftretigth of his own, and the 

/ 

* The invafion of Cairn Khan happened in the latter end of 1749. It appears that 
Mahomet Khan, the ion of Daoud Khan, who had taken refuge at Furnickabad, ac- 
companied Cairn Khan on the expedition, and feil in the adion. In the courie of the 
^ame year, an officer named Kuttib-ud-Dein, the Ton or grand-fim of Aunut Ullah 
Khan, was appointed bv the court to the Government of Moradabad, and entered Ro- 
hilcund with an army which was encountered and defeated ^ the Robillaa. 
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auxiliary army,* Rationing in Rohilcund, a detachment for the 
purpofe of maintaining pofleflSons of the diftriAs he had con- 
quered : the Rohillas did not long continue in concealment, but 
collefling their fcattered forces, they expelled the remaining troops 
of Sufdar Jung. 

It appears that about the year 1750, the two elder Tons of Ali 
Mahomet, having been enlarged by Admed Shah Dourany, came 
into Rohilcund, and folicited a portion of the paternal eftate. 
Their claims were fubmitted to the deliberation of the principal 
Rohilla officers, among whom Hafiz took the lead, and it was re- 
folved that the territory which had been perfonally poflefled by AU 
Mahomet, (hould be divided amongft his fons.*!* Violent dilputes 
foon arofe aroongft the brothers, in the detrul of which, little ac- 
curacy is oblerved by the writers of the tra6ls, that have come 
into my polTeffion : nor would the relation, confifting of perplexed 
fcenes of treachery and intrigue, tend to forward the general plan 
of this treatife. It will be fufficient to fay, that the Rohilla chiefs, 
aware of the difficulties that afiefled the late arrangement, and dif- 
fatisfied at the conduA of Abed UUah Khan, the eldeft of the bro- 

* It is fflentioned, that die Marhattss withdrew from Rohilcund, on receiving a 
bond of fifty lacks of rupees from the Rohillas ; and it (hould feem, that they made 
the non-payment of this bond an oftenfible cauTe for invading Rohilcundi in the years 
1772 and 1773. 

f Ali Mahomet had fix Tons, Abed Ullah Khan, Fyze-Ullah Khan, Saud Ullah, 
Mahomet Yar Khan, Allah Yar Khan, and Martazi Khan. 
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fhers, united in force, and expelled him with Ibme other branches 
of the family from Rohilcund. Fyze-Ullah Khan, the lecond foil 
of Ali Mahomet, obtained, after the expulfion of Abed Ullah, the 
diftri£ts of Rampour j which his pnident wary conda£l has pre> 
ferved to this day, though he has been involved in a feries of do- 
meftic feuds, and was once invefted and reduced to extreme diftrefs 
by a powerful army.* The diftriCts which had been allotted to 
Abed Ullah, for a (hort time coniidered the ruling chief, were now 
beftowed on Saud Ullah Khan t who again rofe to his former fu<> 
periority of ftation. Hafiz Ahmed, having acquired by his office, 
military ability, and genius, and his extenfive influence in Rolul- 
cund, gradually diminiflied, and at length wholly fuperfeded, the 
authority of Saud Ullah, who aflenting to the offer of a penfion,*f' 
Hafiz was avowedly advanced to the fupreme adrainiftration of af- 
fairs. The caole of this revolution is aferibed to the indolent and 
diffipated genius of Saud Ullah, who, it was reprefented by the 
party of Hafiz, would loon wafte the relburces of the country, 
and entml a difgrace on the nation. Without fearching into re- 
moter motives, it may be dire£Uy imputed to the ambition of 
Hafiz, who no longer held in remembrance the hand that had 
raifed him to honours, and had committed a fon to his protedlion ; 
but rent without a fcruple every bond that confined his fchemes of 

* The combined army of Englifli and Shujah>ud«Doulah, in 1774. 

t It is faid th4t the other chieit contributed to this payment, which amounted to 
eight lacks of rupees per annum. 

grandeur. 
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grandeur. Hafiz Rhamut had borne a part in the aAlons of lus 
countrymen in India; he had feen that no limits are affixed to 
power, and that no duties, pielcribed for the guidance of men, 
impede the ftrides of ambition. The death of Saud Ullah Khan, 
which happened in 1761, at Owlah, contributed to fix the power 
of Hafiz Rhamut, and relieved him from his proportioned pay> 
ment of the film, that had been affigned for the maintenance of 
that chief. 

The want of eftablilhed fa£ls for defcribing in regular order 
the Hifiiory of the Rohillas, confined me to the ufe of fiich mate- 
rials, as immediately mark thdr military progrels, orlead~tothe 
cflential changes of their government. In my Rohilla .papers it is 
mentioned, that on Sufdar Jung’s death,* Ghaze-ud-Dein, the 
Vizier of the Empire,*!’ joined by Ahmed Khan Bunguih,!: march- 
ed an army into Oude, and commenced hoflilities agunft Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah, who had lefufed to mdre any pecuniary acknowledge 
ments to the court on the event of* his acceffion, or render an 
account of the perfonal eftate of his father.§ Shujah-ud-DowlaH, 
:aware of bis inability to refift this attack alone, Iblicited the aid 
of the Rohilla ftates, who aflenting to the requeft, came into Oude 

* He died in the year 1754. 

t Ahoifd hbah then fat on the dirone of Ddhi. 

t The Navaab of Fumickabad. 

^ In Mahometan ftates, the prince on the death of a fuljeA, becomes the heir of 
his property i which is often remitted to the family on the payment of a moderate fine. 

P z with 
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with a large force. The Rohilla chiefs ultimately eflfefled a cef- 
iation of hoftility between the contending parties; and being 
chofen to decide on the claims prefeired by Ghaze-ud-Dein, it 
was ftipulated, thu Shujah-ud-Dowlah Ihould appropriate certain 
diftrifls of the r.mual value of five lacks of rupees, to the ufe of 
tlie Imperial fauiily. Nor was this engagement acceded to by 
Ghaze-ud-Dein, until Saud UUah Khan had agreed to become 
fecurity for its performance.* — Saud Ullah Khan, in 1760, had 
accompanied the Rohilla army to the relief of Najeb Khan, one of 
the Rohilla chiefs, who was invefted by a body of Mahrattas at 
Sookertal ; f and this appears to be the laft public aft which Saud 
Ullah performed. 

That you may view more comprehenfively the fituation of the 
Rohillas at the period of Saud Ullah’s death, it is nece&ry to lay 
l^fore you a brief defeription of tbofe oflicers; who at that time 
hdd pofleffions in Rohilcund. 

Dhoondy Khan, in the paitition of lands which were afligned 
to the chiefs, obtained the diftrifU of the Biflbuly, Morababad, 
Chaundpore, and Sumbal.| He died previoufly to the Rohilla 
war, 1774, leaving three fons , the eldeft of whom, Mohubbullah 


• It was on this occafioni I befieye, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah and Saud- URah made 
an exchange of their turbans. This ccremonj is obferved bj the Mahometans in India 
as a pledge of firiendfliipi and fometimes it is pradifed in the ratification of treaties, 
t The name of a village, and ford of the Ganges. —■See RenncU’s 
t Towns in Rohilcund.— See Benndl’a 
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IChan, (uoceeded to the largeft portion of his territory.* Mullah 
Snrdar Khan, to whom- the diftriAs of Sunqah Kote.'f' and fome 
other adjacent lands had been alligned, left fix fixis } amongft 
whom dilfentions arifing about the divifion of the inheritance, ihe 
two eldeft, Ahmed Khan and Mahomet Khan, had recouife to 
arms, for the decifion of the conteft. Ahmed Khan, fupported 
by Hafiz Rhamut, defeated his brother in an affion, and took him 
prifoner.:{: Futtah Khan, one of the early aflbciates of All Ma- 
homet, who had accumulated much wealth from the office § he 
had fo lung filled, held the difirifts of Bandaum, Auflete, and 
Helfinpour.il This officer, who died before the expulfion of the 
Rohillas, was fiicceeded in the territorial property, by his eldeft 
fon Ahmed Khan.f The widow. of Saud Ullah Khan, held in 
high eftimation for a liberality of difpofition and pious deport- 
ment, refided in the town of Owlah, wluch had been by the con- 
fent of the chiefs, committed to her immediate charge. After the 


* Tbit chie^ confiding in an engagement made with the Visier, in which it was 
ftipulated that he flkould not be molefted by the combined army, did not appear in arms 
during the Rcdiilla War, 1743. But the Vizier violating the agreement, ft ripped him 
of hit terriCocy and treafiire. 

t Situate at the diftance of forty-four computed miles to the wefiward of Bareily. 
Vide Rennell't Map. 

X Ahmed Khan conunanded part of the Rohilla army in the war, 1774. 

} Futtah Khhn held the office of treafurer, a mafter of the houfliold. 

I Towns lying tn the weft and foutb quarters of Rohilcund. 

f Ahmed Khan, the fon of Futtah Khan, after the defeat of the Rohillas in 1774, 
joined the army of Fyze IBlah, at LaMong, and retired with that chief to Rampour. 

death 
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death of Sand Ullab, when the eoininon authority of the govern>< 
ment had devolved on Hafiz Rbamut, it is not feen that the Ro- 
hilla arms were extenfively employed, or that any important revo- 
lution afieefed their Rate. They had previoufly to the Vizier’s inva- 
fion of Rohilcund, carried on a defultory war with the Mahrattas, 
and feized on certain of their diftri6ls in the Duab, which conti- 
nued a Ihort time in the Rohilla polTedion. The Mahrattas who 
afterwards came in great force, expelled the Rohillas from the 
Duab, and lud wafte the eaftem quarter of Rohilcund. As a 
ihort hiftory of the life of Shujah-ud-Dowlah will be annexed 
in winch the principal events of the Rohilla war are noticed, a 
difeuflion of them in this place becomes unnecellary. 

The form of government adopted by the Rohillas in India, 
of near aflinity to that which exifts in thor native countiy, 
may be denominated feudal. The fuccefifors of Daoud Khan 
poflefling flender hereditary pretenfions, and furrounded by the 
men who had eflentially aided in the firft conqueft, held but 
a limited fway. Sundar Khan and Futtah Khan, two of the 
moft reljpedable of the Rohillas, never ceafed to oppofe the pro- 
grefs of Hafiz Rhamut, which was confpicuoufly direfled to 
foverdgn rule } and by a zealous attachment to the party of 
Saud Uilah’s widow, who was beloved by the people, they formed 
a moderate counterpi^e to the encroaching power of that chief. 
Here it becomes my dii^, whether as die comjnler of Rohilla 
tra£ts, or a recorder of common fam^ to briefly delineate the 

charafier 
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charadler of Hafiz Rbamut. Born and reared to manhood in 
a country,* where its people are taught to conlider a military as 
the only laudable profeliion, and that the fword conveys an ir- 
reproachable title to every acquiiition, Hafiz Rhamut, confti- 
tutionally brave, became an enterpiifing foldier. His govern- 
ment was founded on the common bafts of an a6live fyftem ; 
but flourifhed from the knowledge he poflefied of its refources. 
He feems to have maintained a general good futh in public 
tranfaftions, and though in the attainment of power he tram- 
pled on another’s right, his genius and valor preferved the al- 
l^iance, and perhaps the love of his people ; who faw in him 
a matter, whofe hand Was equally prompt to indulgence or protec- 
tion. And here 1 am impelled to fay, thiit Shujah-ud-Dowlah 
alone, would never have dared Hafiz to the field. Hafiz Rhamut, 
like mott of the chiefs or princes of a country, where fuccellion 
Ms to the ttrongett arm, was unfortunate in bis family : Enayat 
Khan his eldeft fon, took up arms againtt him, was defeated, and 
obliged to fhelter with Shujah-ud<Dowlah, in whofe army he 
ferved at the Battle of Buxar.*|* Diflentions had arifen alfo amongtt 
the defeendants of the other Rohilla officers, which involved the 
country in general commotion, and on the arrival of the united 
forces of the Englilh and Shujah-ud-Dowlah in Rohilaind, the 

* Aighaniftan. 

t He afterwaida returned to Rohikund, where he died before the laft RohiUa war. 

chiefs 
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chiefs appeared to dread the encreafe of each others power, more 
than the invalion of an enemy. 

I WILL conclude this treatife, by ob&rving, that the Afghan 
conquerors of Rohilcund, were a rapacious, bold, and lawlefs race 
of men $ and it Ihould feem, that after they had eRablilhed a gp- 
vernment in India, they adopted the more effeimnate vices of the 
fouth, and became intriguing, deceitful, and treacherous. The 
Rohillas, efpecially the lower clalfes, were, with but few exceptions, 
the only fe£t of Mahometans in India who exerdfed the profeflion 
of hulbandry ; and their improvements of the various branches 
of agriculture, were amply recompenfed by the abundance, and 
fuperior quality of the productions of Rohilcund.* 

The actions of Najeb Khan, tho& elpecially which occupied 
the latter periods of his life, bearing a clofe relation to the hif> 
tory of Rohilcund, I have g^ven them a feparate place in the 
treatife j which as it reprefents him in a more confpicuous light, 
will afford me the fenfible pleafure of offering up a tribute of re> 
ipeCt and applaufe, to the memory of a brave liberal foldier, and a 
Itatefman of diftinguilhed ability. 

Najeb Khan, the nephew of the Bilharut Khan, mentioned in 
the Rohilla (ketches, came into Rohilcund during the adminiftration 
of AH Mahomet, He was at firft, appmnted to the charge of a 

* This country is liud to hare yielded to the Rohillas, one miliion fteiling, which it 
now reduced hy the injudidoui oanagement of ihe Nair, to thirqr, or at molt, forty 
thou&nd pounds. 
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very finaU party, not confifting, it is faid, of more than twelve 
horfe and foot. But his courage and activity foon brought him 
into the notice of Ali Mahomet, who entrufted him with a refpeft- 
able military command, and procured for him in marriage the 
daughter of Dhoondy Khan. Whilfl; Ali Mahomet governed the 
Sirhend diftrids, Najeb Khan, who had followed his fortunes, ren- 
dered him an important fervicc, in reducing to obedience a refradlory 
Hindoo chief of that quarter. After the return of the Rohillas 
into P^ohilcund, Dhoondy Khan beftowed the diftricis of Durana* 
ghur and Chaundpour, which had been granted to him in the ori- 
ginal divilion of Rohilcund, on Najeb Khan, who did not long 
confine himfelf within this narrow limit } hut crofTing the Ganges, 
he made depredations on the territory of the Goojers,* as far 
as Ghous Ghur and Sarunpour.f 

On the death of Mahomet Shah,| Sufdar Jung avowedly an- 
nounced his hoftile difpofition to the court, which was then wholly 
dire£ted by the Vizier Ghaze-ud-Dein, and prepared to lead an 
army to Dehli. Sufdar Jung prevailed on the Rohilla chiefs, 
ever ready to draw the fword in the purfuit of plunder or con- 
^ueift, to join his army, which had advanced to the neighbourhood 

* A feA of Hindoos, in upper India, of the fourth tribe, who equally exercife the 
^rofclfion of agriculture^ and arms. 

f Vide Rcnnell’s map. 

X Mahomet Shah did in A. D. 1747, and was fuccecJcd by his Ton Ahm:d Siiah. 
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of Dchli * when an Hindoo* officer of the court, attached to the 
interefts of Ghaze-ud<Dein, induced Najeb Khan, by high of- 
fers ot advancement, to fccede from the combination, and efpoufe 
the imperial caufe. — Alarmed at this defection, the refidue of the 
Rohilla troops, commanded by Hafiz Rhamut, retired into thdr 
own country. Najeb Khan was honourably recdved by Ghaze- 
ud-Dein, and being foon after promoted to the command of the 
army, he attacked Sufdar Jung, and compelled him to crofs the 
Ganges. On the fuccefiful conclufion of this campmgn, in 
which the Rohilla was wounded, he received from the King the 
title of NaJeb-ud-Dowlah. 

SvfiSB(tpEMTi.Y to this event, he moved with a ftrong body 
of troops into Rohilcund, where he eflablilhed, in the diftridla 
which formerly pertained to him, a fixed government and though 
he difclmmed a dependance on Hafiz Rhamut, he was confidered a 
political member of the Rohilla date. From a powerful fupport 
at court, and the diftinguilhed popularity of bis charadler, Najeb- 
ud-DowIah was feared and envied by Hafiz, who faw in the grow- 
ing influence of tins chief, a mortifying dinunution of his own. A 
mutual enmity foon produced hoftilities, which ultimately involved 
the whole body of the Rohillas in a civil war. 

On the commencement of the dilTentions, Saud UUah Khan, 
the nominal head of the RoMIla ftates, had embraced the party 


* Nuned Devi Sing. 
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of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, which he was compelled to abandon by the 
fuperior power of Hafiz Rhamnt, and his partifans, who pofliefling 
the refources of the country, could indulge or diftrefs him at 
pleafure. Najeb-ud-Dowlah, percdving his inabili^ to combat ib 
formidable an»oppofition, retired from Robilcund, and again at- 
tached himfelf to the iervice of the court. After his arrival in 
Dehli, he was either directed by the miniftry, or he folicited per- 
milfion, to reduce the Mahometan governor of Sarunpour,* who 
maintained a forcible polfeffion of that quarter, and had refufed to 
render any account of the imperial portion of the revenue. The 
enemy retiring on the approach of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the dif- 
tri£ls of Sarunpour and Ghous Ghur became an eafy acquifition. 
The activity and enterprize of this officer, who now commanded 
an approved body of foldiers, prompted him again to cro6 the 
Ganges, and feize on his former pofleflions, to which he annexed 
the lands of Tillalabad, In the northern divifion of this new 
conqueft he founded the town Najehabad.-f* which in a Ihort 
time was filled with commodious and beautiful ftru^tures, and be- 
came the centre of an extenfive commerce. At the diftance of a 
mile from the town, he cre£led the fort of Najeb Ghur, $ where 
the adjacent inhabitants, in the event of war, might depofit their 

* This town f^ands on the northern part of the Diiab| and is at this time held by 
Gholam Kauder Khan, the grandfon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah. 

f Situate in the northern divifions of Rohilcund, — Vide RenaelL 

t This fort is alfo called Patter Ghur. 

Q-a 
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property, and find alfo a fecurity for their perfons. A want of 
more precife dates, which I have in vain fearched for, has thrown 
a confufion and perplexity on the preceding a6tions of Najeb-ud« 
Dowlah : but it is now feen that in the year 1757,* * * § this ofiicer was 
promoted to the Ration of Meer Buckfy, with the title of Amir*ut« 
Omrah, at the inRance of Ghaze-ud-Dein $ who in 1753, having 
depofed and deprived of fight Ahmed Shah, raifed to the throne 
Alumguir Sani, the father of the prefent Emperor. 

When the Durannies enteredf HindoRan, in their fourth ex- 
pedition to participate in the wrecl^ of the Empire, Najeb>ud» 
Dowlah, who was himfelf an Afghan,:]: and aware of the fuperior 
power of Ahmed Shah, attached himlelf without referve to the for- 
tunes of that prince j (filTolving the connedtion he had formed with 
Ghaze-ud-Dein, without hefitation, or an honorable regard for the 
favours he had received from the hand of that miniRer. The re- 
turn of Ahmed Shah§ into his own country, enabled the Mahrattas 
to exercife an almoR undivided authority in the upper provinces of 

* Dow’s Hillory of Hindoftan. In die Khazanahee Onah, a Perfian book which 
treats curforily of the actions of the late Emperors of HindoftaO} it is faid, that Najeb- 
ud-Dowlah was appointed to this office by Ahmed Shah Duranny. I have followed 
Dow’s Hiftory, from the probability that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would receive his commif* 
fion from the Courtf under whofe authority he aAed. 

t In A. D. 1756. 

X The inhabitants of the fpace of teriitory, lying between the river Attoc and Per- 
fisi are called Afghans. 

§ Ahmed Shah returned into Afghanifian, from his fourth Indian expedition) in the 
year 1757. 
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India. Najeb*ud<Dow]ah, the only Mahometan chief of power 
or ability, that was hoftile to their intereft, could not bring into 
the field an army of fuffident flrength to oppofe their progrefs. 
He had been compelled to take poll in the vicinity of Sookertal, 
a fort fituate on the well fide of the Ganges,* where he was re* 
duced to fuch extremity, that had not the approach of the Rohil- 
las, and Shujah*ud-Dow1ah, who were moving to his alfillancc, 
together with the rumour of the Duranny Ahmed Shah’s march 
towards the Jumna, obliged the Mahrattas to retire, it is probable 
that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would have fallen under the fuperior force 
of their arms. 

In the fame year, but previoully to this event, Ghaze-ud«Dein 
had cut off the Emperor, ■f- and placed Shah Jelian the Second 
on the throne. The capital no longer contained any grand obje£l 
of ambition. The power of its princes had been funk and tram> 
pled on, its treafures had been plundered, and its gates indif* 
criminately thrown open to Hindoos and Mahometans, according 
to the varying power of the day. The Mahrattas, who in their 
turn gave the law at Dehli, depoled the Shah Jehan, who had 
been exhibited to promote the views of Ghaze*ud Dein, and 
railed to the throne, Jehan Bucht, the fon of Ali Gohur.::|; After 
ibme defultory aflions, the Duranny Ahmed Shah, joined by 

* Now in ruins. See Rennell's Map. 

t Alumguir Sanii 

t One of the domeftic tides of the prefent Emperor. 

Najeb- 
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Najeb*ad-Dow 1 ah and their Rohilla chiefs, attacked the Mahrattas, 
and defeated them, in a general engagement on the plains of Ban- 
delly,* in 1770 j when Najeb*ud-DowIah fingularly diftinguilhed 
himfelf, routing, it is faid, with his own troops, the divihon of the 
Mahratta army commanded by Duttah Pattelk,-)* who fell in the 
field. In the battle of Famfrett,| the fortune of which was to 
decide the exiftence of the Mahometan Empire in India, the Afghans 
were powerfully aflified by Najeb-ud-Dowlah, who during the 
period of an important intercourfe with them, evinced an invaried 
fidelity and Ipirit. 

The overthrow of the Mahrattas and Ahmed Shah's return 
into his own country, contributed to give the aii^rs of the Empire 
a lefs diftrefsful afpeft } and and the abilities of Najeb-ud- Dowlah,§ 
who conduced the adminiftradon of the young Prince, || again re- 
flected on the capital a glimmering ray of refpeCt. A war now 
broke out between Najeb-ud-Dowlah and the Jatts, a powerful 
and war-like tribe of Hindoos, who in the general convulfion of 
the Kate, had feized on large traCts of territory, confining on the 

* In the neighbourhood of Dehlif at the pal&ge of the Jumnai called Bouraree 
Ghaut. 

t One of the Mahratta generals, and the uncle of Mhadgee Scindia, now fo well 
known in the annals of India. 

X This decifive adion was fought in February 1761. 

§ Ghaze-ud-Dein, in 1761, left Dehli, where he could no longer preferve an in- 
fluence, and where he was detelled for his cruelties and treachery. 

I Tewen Rucht. 
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weftem bank of the Jomna, and comprehending the ftrong holds 
of Deigh, Combere, Burtpoure, and the city of Agrah. The 
caufe of thefe hoftilities is not explained in any document that 
has reached my knowledge; nor would perhaps throw any 
ftrong light on the hiftory of Najeb-ud-Dowlah. They aroie 
probably from the Iburce* which produced the various contells 

and 


* The feeds which produced the decay of the Moghul empire, and which at this 
day have ripened into fuch malignancy, took a deep root during the reign of Aurung* 
sebe i who though one of the moft fagacious princes of the houfe of Timur, endangered 
the welfare of the flate, and the fecurit of his fubjeAs, by an injudicious impulfe of do- 
meftic affedion. He portioned amongft his fons, who were adVive and ambitious^ the 
moft valuable provinces of the empire ; where acquiring an influence and ftrcngth, that 
cannot be held by an Afiatic fubjeA with iafety to the monarch, they expedled with im- 
patience the event that was to determine their fchemes and pretenfions. On the death 
of Aurungzebe, the Tons eagerly took up arms, and after deluging the country with blood, 
the war was fuccefsfully terminated by Bahauder Shah, who may be faid to have mounted 
the throne of Dehli, from a mound of fraternal and kindred flaughter.— Not being en- 
dowed with experience, nor perhaps the genius of his father, the ofiicers who governed 
the provinces, relaxed during his (hort reign in their allegiance, Ihewing obedience to 
fuch orders, as might tend to promote their own views. The Mahrattas, whom Au- 
rungzebe had nearly fubdued by the aAivc efforts of a thirty years war, defeended, at 
his death, from their mountains, and rapidly recovered the territories from which they 
had been expelled. Previoufly to the Perfian invafion, the fubahdars of O'ude and the 
Decan, having virtually eredted their chiefships into independant ffates, commanded, 
without the comroul of the courts large armies, and difpofed of the amount of the re- 
venues without rendering any account to the. imperial treafury. The Empire, thus 
enfeebled, and governed by a luxurious and indolent prince, invited Nadir Shah to 
conqueft and plunder. The river Attoc, the natural weftern barrier of India, on whofe 
bank Mahomet Shah (hould have ftood in perfon, was crofled by the Perfians without 
oppofition I and this inglorious prince, unworthy of the diadem he wore of the illuf- 
trious houfe which had given to the world a Baber, an Akbar, and an Aurungzebe, 

furrendered 
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and diforders of the times i when the ftrong arm, unreftruned 
by fear of punifhmcnt, bore down the weaker ; when eftablifhed 
rights were fubverted, and the private bonds of faith, with impu- 
nity, rent afunder. 

SooRiDGE Mull, the chief of the Jatts, commenced the cam- 
paign by attacking a Mahometan Jaguirdar,* the adherent of 
Najcb-ud-Dowlah. But tlie event of tlus war, which was fatal 
to Sooridge Mullj-)* did not confer any elTential advantage on 
Najeb>ud-Dowlah, though he gained an ealy and complete ^c- 
tory over the enemy s for the diftrifts of Saranpour had been 
over-run by the Sicques, againR whom he was obliged to march, 
and to forego the fruits of his fuccefs. 

In the autumn of the year 1764, Najeb-ud-Dowlah was befieged 
in Dehli, by a numerous army of Mahometans, Jatts, and Sicques, 
collected by Jewayir Sing, the Ion of Sooridge Mull, who had form- 
ed fanguinc hopes of crulhing the power of Najeb-ud>Dowlah, 
and revenging the death of his father. Ghaze-ud*Dein, who had 
brought with him a body of Patans from Furruckabad, alfo joined 

rumndered to them, without drawing his Tword, the wealth.aiid dominions of Hin- 
doftan.— -A fubfequent train of diverfified ruini moving with a rapidity not paralelled 
in the hiftory of nationi} has now left no other veftige of the Moghul empire, than the 
name of king. 

* Moofah Khan, the Jaguirdar of Furrucknagur, a diftrifi lying between Dehli and 
Agrah. 

i Sooridge Mull was killed in December 1763, iiTan adion fought on the plains of 
Ghaziabad, near the river Hindis, and about eighteen miles dillant from Dehli. 
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t|ie confederate forces. After experiencing the diftrefles of a clofe 
liege of four months, heightened by a fcarcity of proAufions and 
money, Najeb-ud-Dowlah prevailed on Mullar Row, the Mahratta 
officer, to detach his troops from the army of Jewayir Sing, who on 
the defertion of lb powerful an ally, raifed the liege. The relief 
of Dehli was haftened alfo by the arrival of Ahmed Shah Du- 
ranny, at Sirhend, who was approaching with the avowed pur- 
pofe of affording fuccour to Najeb-ud-DowIah. This chief had 
but a Ihort time breathed from the embarralfments of the late com- 
bination, when he faw that his moft a6live exertions would be 
called forth to defend the territory he held on the weftern fide 
of the Ganges, from the ravages of the Sicques } — a people con- 
Ritutionally adapted for carrying on the various fpecies of de- 
fultory war. 

Najeb-ud-Dowlah formed a jun£lion in the year 1770, 
with the Mahratta array, which came into Hindoftan under 
the command of Tuckejei Holcar and Mhadgee Scindia, whom, 
according to my Rolulla papers, he had invited to efFc£): the 
expulfion of the Sicques from the Duab. N^’eb-ud-Dowlah, 
who had in the latter period of his life fallen into an infirm Rate 
of health, was feized with a levere illnefs in the Mahratta 
camp. Leaving behind him a part of his army under the com- 
mand of Zabilah Khan, his ddeR fon, he proceeded towards 
Rohilcund ; but the diforder became fo violent, that he could not 
proceed farther than Happer, a fmall town in the Duab, where he 
VoL. L R died.* 
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(lied,* The body was carried to Najebad, and interred in a tomb 
that had been erefted by his order, in the vicinity of that town. 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah held in his own right, and in fief of the Enif 
pile, a tra£t of country extending from Panifret eaftwards to 
Najebad ; in the Duab, it was confined on the north, by Sanin- 
pour, and on the foutb, by the fuburbs of Dehli ; and in Rohil- 
cund, it reached from the mountains of biringnaghur, to the di& 
tiift of Moradabad.-f< 

The revenue of this territory in its improved ftate, was calciN 
kted at 100 lacks of rupees j but it was reduced to feventy, it is 
laid, by the depredations of the Sicques, within a term of three- 
years } nor would this amount have been preferved, bad he not 
difplayed in his operation with thofe Marauders, a diftingiufhed 
ikill in the alternate exercife of arms, and pc^tical addrefs-. The 
death of Najeb Khan was lamented by the people whom he go- 
verned, and bis memory at this day is refpefted and beloved 
throughout the upper parts of India. He fupported the charaAer 
of a gallant fbldier ; he encouragjrd agriculture, and protefted 
commerce ; and he was eonfidered as the only remuning chief of 
^e Empire, capable of oppofing any barrier to the inroads of 
the Mahratta and Sicque nations. 

* Hit death happened in Odober, 177^1 

t A principal town in Rohilcund, ftanding on the banka of the Ramgnnge^— jee 
RenncU'i map. 
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SHUJAH-UD-DOWLAH. 


A VARIETY of materials, fupplied by 
the liberality and inveftigation of my friends, has enabled me to 
write an abbreviated hiftory of the family and life of Shujah>ud- 
Dowlah ; a prince who fupported a confpicuous chara6ter on the 
theatre of Hindoftan, and who, from his tranlaAions with the 
Englilh nation in India, has founded an important epocha in their 
annals. Having feleded with caution, and unrefervedly com* 
mented on the documents that have come before me, I firmly truft, 
that no marks of palfion, no defign to overcharge, or fupprefs 
fads, will appear in the relation. I am defirous alfo of exhibiting 
a general outline of the actions of a prince, who Rood much above 

R 2 mediocrity 
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mediocrity in the eftimation of bis fubjefls } that by a knowledge 
of his chjirafler, and of their fentiments, fome fatisfadtory opinions 
may be formed, of tae dir^jofition and moral qualities of the natives 
of Hindoftan. 

ShvjaH'OO-E owlah, the fon of Sufdar Jung, by a daughter 
of Saadut Khan, was bom at Dehli, in the year i729oftbeChrif- 
tian sera. Though a long line of illuftrious anceftors be not the 
ftrongeft tenure of the dominions held by Indian princes, who 
are taught to confider fortune, and the power of arms, as the 
primary aids in acquiring and maintaining empire { yet a diftin- 
guilhed defcent imparts a luftre and weight to the other qualities 
of a fortunate leader, and he himfelf beholds it with oftentatious 
pleafure. Hiftorical tmth calls on me to do juftice to the claims 
of the family of Shujah-ud*Dowlab, who, in Mr. Dow’s Hiftory 
of Hindoftan, is denominated *' The infamous fon, of a more in> 
famous Perfian pedlar.” * The anceftors of Shujah*ud>Dowlah, 
have for a Imig ipace of time been eftablilhed in Nilhabur, a town 
of Khorofan, where they held landed pofleflions, and were clafled 
amongft the principal inhalntants the province. 

Dual M o my journey through Ferfia, I had an opportunity of 

* Mr. Dow nnifonnljr oodemun to Ibiow m odium on dw fiunilr udchanAtr 
of die hte Visier. When infiinned.of die opprobriout teims ufed bjr dnt writer, in 
difcufltog die futjeft of bit Domeftie HiAoiy, Sbujah-ud>Dowlab ettriboted the liii> 
guage to die refentmcat of Mr. Oov, bf Wiogboea tefidtd the fiJt'peire farm of 
the Allahabad diftrids. 
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converfing with Ibme of the inhabitants of Niihabur, who*bore 
indifputable teftimony to the ancient rank of the family of Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah. That this fa£b may be more fully exemplified, though 
it leads to profixity, it is necefiaiy to mention, that Mirzah NaC> 
feer, the father of the maternal grand>fire* of Shujah-ud*Dowlah, 
came into Hindoftan in the b^inning of the reign of Bahaudar 
Shah,-f> by whom he was appointed to an office of truft at Patna, 
where his tomb yet remains. Mirza Nafleer had two Tons, the 
fecond of whom, Mahomet Aumeen, on bang apprifel of the 
death of his father, left Perfia, and about the year 1708 vifited die 
court of Furruckfir. He was appointed by tins prince, governor 
of the fort of Agrah j and foon rifing to g^eatei: honours he ul- 
timately became the Viceroy of Oude, by the title of Sarndu^ 
Khan Burhaan>ul-Mulck. By the leduAion of this province, 
which had long been in a Rate of rebellion, he acquired a cott'^ 
fpicuous military reputation, and was promoted to the office of 
Darogha Khas,:^ with the titular command of 7000 horfe. 

About this time, Mahomet Muckeim, afterwards entitled 
Sufdar Jung, the nephew of Saadut Khan, came into India, and 
had the daughter of his uncle given to him in marriage } of which 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, was, I believe, the only male iffiie. Sufdar 

* Saadut Khan, entided Burfaun'ul-Muldt. 
f Thu Emperor commenced hU reign in X707, and died in 1713. 
t Darag^ Khai, an officer of neail/ the fiime defcription wiffi the Maftcr of the 
King'! lloutdioM in Englwd. 

Jong, 
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Jung, who was active, and polleflied ufeful abilities, became the 
deputy of Saad6t Khan in the goverarnent of Oude. 

In the middle periods of Mahomet Shah’s* reign, the Mah- 
rattas, at the mitigation, it is fuppofed, of the Nizam U1 Mulck,*|' 
who was then at variance with the court, entered the Emperor’s 
dominions, and committed fevere devaluations ; but in attempting 
to penetrate into Oude, they were attacked, and after a (harp 
eonflid, completely routed by the troops of Saadut Khan, who 
commanded in perfon. This officer afterwards joined the imperial 
army, which had been cdle£led for the purpofe of expdling the 
enemy } but on a pretence of fome difguft, he left the camp and 
retired into Oude, without having leen tiie Emperor. It has been 
fuppofed that Saadut Khan, in conjundtion with Nizam U1 Mulck, 
invited Nadir Shah into India, with the aflurance of a powerful 
interiour affiftance, and an eafy conqueft oNhe Empire. This 
fuppofed faft, has been lublciibed to by Mr. Dow in his Hiftory 
of Hindoftan, udth pofitive dedfum in favour of its authenticity} 
and it is partially noticed in the Hiftory of Naffir Shdi, by Mr. 
Frafer, who has treated his ful^ with omdour, and generally 
with perfpicuity. This writer allerts, that Saadut Khan was en-i 
gaged in a treacherous negotiation, whidt the dUaf^ed nobles of 
Dehli were faid to have maintiuned srith the court of Perfia} but 

* This PHnce fueeeeded to die throne in 1719, and died in 1747. 

t The Father of the prefent Niaam U 1 Mulck. 

here 
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here I muft obferve, though it diverts the immediate objeft of my 
reibirch, that Fraier’s aflfertion Rands unaccompanied by any de- 
tail of events, defcriptiveof the benefit which Saadut Khan derived 
from the invafion : nor has he quoted, in fupport of it, any fpe- 
cific authority. If a probable conclufion, indeed, is to be drawn 
from Frafer’s relation of the conduct of Saadut Khan, during the 
Perfian war, 1 would with little hefitation fay, that the Governor 
of Oude held no lhare in the councils or favour of Nadir Shah» 
For had he obtained the prote^ion of that Prince, to which he 
Rood entitled from the fervices imputed to him, it is not probable 
that fo hrgs a fliare of the difaRer of the DehU army at Karnah 
would have fallen on this officer* 

In a paflage of Fraler’s hiRory, it is fecn, I think, that Saadut 
Khan could not have held a confidential correfpondence with the 
Perfian, or experienced any portion of bis indulgence. Fraler fays, 
** Before 1 relate the treacherous correfpoildence * carried on be- 
** tween Nizam Saadut Khan, and Nadir Shah, the invitation they 
gave him to march towards HindoRan, which was the princi- 
pal motive that encouraged luiu to undertake the expedition, i 
** ffiall,’' See."- And in the other part of the book it is mentioned,, 
that on Nadir’s approach towards the capital, Saadut Khan received 
orders to join the 1>ehU army, and that be had already crofled the 
Ganges, when he was directed tc return to Oude. It had been 

* Then » no (btore menrioa mde of the oorrefpondencet 

refolved 
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refolved in the councils of Mahomet Shah, which were diftra6ted 
and wavering, that the army fhould take the field under the com- 
mand of the Vizier : and that the Emperor, prote£led by the 
forces of Saadut Khan, fliould remain at Dehli. This Omrah was 
required to undertake the charge, but an ill date of health at that 
time detained him in Oude. He arrived in February 1739, in the 
camp of Mahomet Shah, who receding from his former determina- 
tion, had joined the army. On the day of Saadut Khan’s junc- 
tion * with the imperial forces, his camp was attacked and plun- 
dered by a body of Perfian troops, who flew many of Ms attendants. 
Saadut Khan, on receiving information of the difafter, left the 
King’s apartments, where he had been in waiting, and haftened to 
the ailiflance of his party. Khan Dowrah, the imperial general, 
marched to the relief of Saadut Khan, and in a ihort time, moft 
of the imperial officers of Mahomet Shah, who commanded fqpa- 
perate bodies, came into aftion. Nadir Shah, fedng the conteft 
become obftinate and ferious, appeared himfelf at the head of his 
troops, who then were irrefiftable, and a complete ^dtory was 
gained over the Dehli army, wMch fuifered a fevere lofs in men and 
officers. Khan Dowrah was mortally wounded : his eldeft fon, 
with many Omrahs, were flain } and Saadut Khan fell into the 
hands, of the enemy. In the army of Nadir it is faid, that ayoo 
fokliers, with feven principal officers, were killed, and that 5000 


* The army vnt encamped at Kamal, about 100 milea to the weftwaid of Dehli. 
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mm were wounded. After the engagement. Nadir Shah ordered a 
tent to be pitched near his own quarters, for the accommodation 
of Saadut Khan, and two other Omrahs of Mahomet Shah. The 
baggage of thefe officers was Rationed on the outfide of the camp, 
together with their fervants, none of whom were permitted to at* 
tend them, nor were they allowed to make ufe of thdr own provi- 
iions. — Little farther mention is made of Saadut Khan by Mr. 
Frafer after this affair, than that he was appointed to guard the 
city of Dehli, on the day of Nadir Shah’s firR entrance. This 
writer likewife fays, that Nadir Shah, fummoning Saadut Khan 
before him on the 9th of March 1739, reprehended him in harlh 
language for being< the caufe of impeding the colledfion of the 
impoRs,* and that on the next day, Saadut Khan died, having 
been before weak and indifpofed. Mr. Frafer concludes his rehir 
tion of Saadut Khan, by obferving, that fome imagined he died 
through anger of the abufive reproach of Nadir; and others are 
of (pinion, that jealoufy provoked him to take poifon.'f 

Mr. Frafer*s rdation of the condu£f of Saadut Khan, the Ipirit 
of which is Rridlly adhered to, now awuts a difpaffionate dedfion, 
which is to determine the probable truth of Saadut Khan's invita- 
tion of Nadir Shah into Inffia. This author, who has unqueRion- 
ably left us a valuable traft of Indian hiRory, in oAer paflages of 

• A tax Uid Iqr Nadir Shah on die inhahitanti of Dehli. 
t It was bdiered^at Dehli, that Saadut died of the effedi of an ulcer in hia leg. 

Voa. I. S 
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his book, obferves, that the Perfian Prince {hewed marks of indul- 
gence and liberality to many of Mahomet Shah’s Omrahs, but no 
example is brought forward of his munificence, or even lenity, 
having been extended to Saadut Khan. On the contrary, it is feeii, 
that Saadul; Khan fuffered feverely in the action of Kamal, and 
was fubfequently treated with much rigour. 

SuFDAR Jung, who relided at Oude at the period of Saadut 
Khan’s death, fucceeded to the Government ; an appointment, ac- 
corcting to the tradition of the fanuly, conferred on him by Nadir 
Shah : yet I am induced to believe, from the liberal condu6); of 
the Perfian to Mahomet Shah, that Sufdar Jung received the 
promotion at the hands of his own fovereign. Sufdar Jung, after 
the mardh of the Perfian army from Dehli, came to court, where 
he obtained the office of Meer Atuih, or grand mafter of the 
ordnance. 

1m the year 1746, Ahmed Shah, the Duranny, invaded Pfin- 
doftan, and had advanced to Sirhend, where he was fuccefsfully op- 
pofed by the Dehli army, in which Suffiar Jung had a confider- 
abk charge. Soon after the acceffion of Ahmed Shah * to the 
throne, Sufdar Jung was advanced to the Vizarut, and his fon, 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, to the command of the ordnance. But a 
ftrong party at court, compofed of Ghaze.ad-Dein,*{* Najeb-ud- 

* This prince commenced his reign in 1747. 
f The grandfon of the great Nizam-uUMulck. 

Dowlah, 
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Dowlah, the Rohilla chief, and Tamdd Khan, a court eunuch, 
prevailing againft the intereft of Sufdar Jong, he was compelled 
to leave Dehli } but not before he had cut off Janied Khan, whom 
he caufed to be affaflinated in his own houfe, at an entertainment 
£^ven to the eunuch. 

SoroAR Jung, having colle^ed a large force, invaded the Im- 
perial territories, and laid fiege * to the capital, which was dolHy 
invefted for the fpace of fix months. He is accufed of commit- 
ting many enormities and wanton a£ts of violence during the fi^, 
particularly of cannonading the palace, the deftrudion of which 
could not have facilitated the capture of the fort. The court of 
Dehli was compelled to accede to the terms of the rebel, who re- 
quired a formal grant of the provinces of Oude and Allahabad, for 
himlelf and his heirs.— Sufdar Jung died in the year 1754, doling; 
the reign of Alumguir Sani, and was fucceeded in the fubahdarry 
of Oude, by lus fbn Shtqah-ud-Dowlah,<f' then about twenty-five 
years of age. As the defign of this work does not admit of any 
enlargement on the fulyeft of Sufdar Jung, it will fuffice to fiiy« 
that his difpofirion was fevere, often cruel } and that his rapadoua 
avarice threw uncommon odium on his name. 

To illuftrate the oommenconent of Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s public 

* This event happened in 1753. 

t This domeftic name of this prince was Tillah-ud-Dein H/der. His father) who 
was in the Oude province during the hirth of Shujah-ud-Dowlah) built) in the neigh- 
bourhood of LucknoW) the fert of Tillahabad) in commemoration of the events 

S a lif(^ 
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life, it is fieceflaiy to defcribe the lituation of the court of Dehfi 
at that period. Ghaze-ud-Ddn, who had in 1753 depofed and 
deprived of light Ahmed Shah, raifed to the throne Alumguk 
Sani, whofe eldeft Ion Aly-Ghohir, fearing the treacherous difpoli- 
tion and ill defigns of the minifter, fled from Dehli.* This prince^ 
accompanied by a (mail body of Mahrattas, levied for a few months, 
a fcanty contribution in the diftrifts lying to the ibuthward of the 
capital. But being loon involved in embarraflinents from fo (len- 
der a provifion, he foliated the aid of the Rohilla, Najeb Khan, 
who refufing to engage in his caufe;, he retired into the territory 
of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. The prince was treated for a certain time 
vrith holpitality and refpeft at Oude, but could not obtain any 
mflitary aid : and being at length civilly difinifled, he proceeded to 
Allahabad, which was then held by Mahomet KhulUKhan, a na- 
tive of Ferfia, and a coufin-german of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. Ma- 
homet Khuli, readily entering into the fchemes of the prince-, 
which were ^refled at the reduction of the provinces of Bahar and 
Bengal, the joint forces crofled the Caramnalfli, and were, after 
various fuccefles, defeated in 1761, by the Englilh troops, atSuan. 
The honourable and humane treatment which Aly-Ghohir expe- 
rienced during lus celidence in the Englilh camp, created a jealoufy 
in Cafliim Ali Khan, who from the recent teftimony of the 
prince’s hoftility to his interefts, and feeing alfo the Englilh 


* This event happened in 1738. 
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officer much attached to his perfon, exprelTed a virulent diflike 
of the conneflion. The prince accufed CalTuin of fomenting 
thofe (tiflentions in his army, which ultimately produced a de* 
fperate mutiny j when he probably would have fuffered much in- 
dignity, had he not been protected by the Englifh army. This 
event induced Ally-Ghohir to retire into the dominions of Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah, who received the fugitive king * in a manner exprelllve 
of zealous attachment, and avowed himlelf the champion of the 
royal caufe. 

To Uluftrate an event in the hiftory of Shujah-ud-DowIah, we 
muft advert to the annals of a former period, and notice its origin. 
Sufdar Jung had appointed to the command of Allahabad, his ne- 
phew Mahomet Khuli Khan, who on the acceffion of Shujah-ud- 
Dowlah, leems to have wholly withdrawn himfelf from the autho- 
rity of the court of Oude. Aware of the popularity and military 
abilities of this officer, Shujah-ud-Dowlah did not profecute any 
directly holtile meafures againft Allahabad. During his expedition 
into Bahar, Mahomet Khuli had placed the government of his pof- 
feffions in the hands of Nudjef Khan { the chief, who at a future 
period became fo confpicuous in the upper parts of India. Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah, embracing the favourable occafion of Mahomet Khuli’s 
abiimce, advanced with a fmall army towards the limits of Allaha- 

* At thii period. Ali-Ghohir had nomioally fucceeded to die Empire, b; the tide 
ef Shah Alum. Hia ftther died in 1760. 
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bad. He maintained an amicable intercouiie with Nudjef Kban» 
whom he amufed by folemn proteRations of attachment to the wel> 
f.ire of Mahomet Khuli ; and reprefented, that the Duranny in> 
vafion had induced him to come into that quarter to folidt an afy- 
lum for his family in the fort of Allahabad, as his own country 
poflelTed no place of equal fafety. Nudjef Khan would not liflen 
to the requeft, but waited the inRrudions of Mahomet Khuli, 
who direded, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s family fhould be admit- 
ted into the fortrefs with a certain number of domeftic guards. It 
is faid, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah introduced into the female equipages 
a body of armed men, who rulhed on the garrifon, and took the 
fort without any effufion of blood. This capture, which happened 
about the year 1761, rendered the affairs of Mahomet Khuli def- 
perate, and obliged him to become a dependant on the bounty of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah } who, in the courfe of a few months, threw 
him, on a charge of ftate crimes, into prifon. Mahomet Khuli, 
from his valour and liberality, was held in high eftimation in the 
Oude army, which in loud murmurs, and in comparifons not fa- 
vourable to their Prince, warmly lamented his misfortunes. Nudjef 
Xhan, on the capture of Allahabad, had entered into the fennee of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, and exerted himlelf with a zeal that endan- 
gered lus own lafety, to procure the releale of Mahomet Khuli 

but 

* Mahomet Khuli was cut oflT at the fort of Tillalabad : —■ diia example dilcloled 
aneviI,whichitufuaIl/.feentepetTadeAfiaticBatei. A del^ Prince cannot always 

impatt 
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but this officer had become an otgeft of fach dread at the court of 
Oude, from the rumours inceffimtly drculated in his favor, that 
the fears of Shujah>ud>Dowlah were not allayed until the deftrnc- 
tion of his prifoner had been compleated by affiiffination. Shujab- 
ud-Dowlah obtmned from the lUng the appointment of Vizier j, 
and being now poffelTed of a numerous army, and the imperial 
perfon, he might juftly be coniidered the moft powerful chief in 
Hindoftan. 

In the year 1763, the war bndm out between the Englifli and 
Caffiim All Kban» which after a diverfified train of fuccefs and 
di&fters. terminated in Caffam*^8 expulfion from die provinee of 
Beng^, and his retreat, in the latter end of the lame year, with 

inspire fo full t force to hit fyftcm of Cyraiin]r> o to fhape to the i|>irit of iti effflii tbo 
minds and language of bia fubjefii. Without the compendious favage aidof the dagger^ 
the rood to conqueft and empire, would not perhaps have been fo widely opened to o 
Timur, a Nadir Shah, or, in our day, to a Bpder Ali. When 8llni|ah-dd*l>owbli 
had formed the refolution of cutting off Mahomet Kbuli, he had not yet confididaled 
the ftnidure of his government. The officers of hit army, Perfians, Moghuls, or Afg- 
hfliili were daring tuihabm men,, and had large claims of pay. They (aw in Maho- 
met Khuli, a brave foldier, of diftlnguiflied birth, of liberal and popular manners. 
They bad witnefled the former treachery of Shujah-ud*Dowlah to him, and fufped^ed 
hia fhture purpofea. Though-thia Prince dreaded the formidable qualities Of Mhhomct 
Khuli,. he equally dreaded a formal indulgence of his wiAwr. Had he fummoned this 
officer to a trials or publickly ordbrcd his death, the danger of a revolution would have 
been incurred : for the low ftate of his treafury, a long arrca^ and an inherent defi- 
ciency qf military genius in the Prince, had ftrongly operated in.diminifliing the fu- 
bordination of the army. But fuch was the barbarous neceffity of the meafure, the mi- 
ferable policy of a dtaii-armed defpot^ that he was compelled to maintain the fafety of 
his pfr^. and the govenmient of hia country, by the fccret ftab of a poignard. 


the 
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the remains of his troops^ and a large treafury, into the dominions 
of Skujah-ud Dowlah, The Bengal Government, which had been 
long duped by the evalive replies of the Vizier to the repeated 
remonftrance of his fuccouring thm enemy, difcovered that he had 
drawn his army to Benares, and was preparing to invade Bahar, in 
conjunflion with Cafium Ali. A letter which he addrefled to the 
government of Bengal, peremptorily avowed his intentions. In 
arrogant and contemptuous language he fays, ** that the EngliOi, 
** ahufing the favours conferred on them by the Emperors of Hin- 
** doftan, have fomented difturbances in the empire i and that in- 
** Read of limiting their exertions to trade, as became merchants, 
•( diey interfered in the imperial a&irs, exaltingand depofing at plea* 
** fore, the fervants of the crown. He calls upon them to juftify 
thrir aftions, and to withdraw forthwith, all thdr people from 
*' the King’s dominions ; and in the event of difobedience, threatens 
** them with the royal difpleaiure, which he denominated Tfie type of 
** GwTi vratb," Though Shujah-ud«Dowlah had buoyed up Cafium 
Ali with the promiie of remftating him in the provinces, we cannot 
cafily bdieve, that the man who has been recently feen betraying 
and cutdng off his kinfman, who held both the claims of riiendlhip 
and affinity, would without a manifeft and great advantage, incur the 
lilk of fortune and life, in the caufe of a ftranger. Had the arms 
of the Vizier prevailed in the courfe of the war, the general tenor of 
his adions fupports a fair conjeflure, that he would without a 
icruple have annexed the conquered country to lus own dominions. 

In 
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In the courfe of the year 1764, intelligence was received at 
Calcutta, that the forces of the Vizier and CalTum Ali, with fome 
few troops attached to the King, had penetrated into the vicinity of 
Patna ; whither our troops, on the approach of the combined army, 
had precipitately retired. The enemy being afterwards repulfed in 
aflTaulting the European trenches, retreated towards the river Soane, 
where the Vizier made pacific advances to the Englifh officer, who 
had been authorized to negociate, but pointedly direfted to demand, 
in the preliminary articles the furrender of Sombro, and the Euro> 
pean deferters.* The purpofe of the Vizier, in the defire he had 
(hewn of obtaining a peace, was only to procure a ceflation of 
hoftility, that he might recruit his army. It has been even faid, 
that he endeavoured to bring over to his caufe Jaffier Ali Khan, 
whom the Englifh, on the expulfion of CalTum, had a fecond time 
advanced to the government of the provinces. The Vizier, at a 
future period, did not ffifavow this fuppofed correfpondence, which 
appears to have been conduced on the part of Meer Jaffier, by 
Nundocomar,’!’ who gave the Vizier an affiirance of his mailer’s in> 
ctination to form a leparate treaty. Shujah-ud>Dowlah had derived 
an ellentiai advantage from the fears of Caffiim Ali, now ferioufly 
alarmed by the lepulfe at Patna } and hawng firfi invdgled away 
his European and beft native troops, he ftripped him of the largell 


* About two hundred private Eurc^eans had deferted to die Vicier. 
t The periba who fuAted dcaib at Calcutta bjr a feotence of the Supreme Court 
for fbigcrj. 
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part of his treafure, and military ftorea. The drift of the Vizier’a 
negociations becoming notorioufly maniieft> it was lelblved that 
the Englilh ar my Ihould move towards his camp, and decide the 
contefl; in the field; which after a gallant aftion of five hours, 
gave a complete viftory to the Englilh.* 

The defeat at Buxar produced obftinate ^fficulties to the po- 
litical and military career of the Vizier, who on that evenf was 
deftrted by ail hU allies. Shah Alum, in » condition ill fuited to 
die titlf he bore, fought an afylum in the Englilh camp, and loudly 
accuftd Shujah-ud-Dowlah of having forced the royal audiority 
into becoming an inftrument of his ambition, and a fan£tion of his 
hoftik defigns againft the EngUfh. Tlus vras the lecond time that 
the imfortunate Shah Alum had taken refnge in an Englilh army* 
Here let me direft the new of the reader to the revolutions, which 
within no wide compaft of rime, have aSefted the empire of Hin« 
doftan : where at the clofe he will behold, with an awe and wonder 
that mull humble the proudeft of us to the duft, the illufttious 
houle af Timor lliaken to its foundation. 

In the reign of Aurungzebe,f it may, without any riolation of 
truth, be fud, that Hindollan, whether for its wealth, magnitude 

• The EngKfli army confined of 857 Eoropeani^ and 6115 native troopii of whicb» 
101 Europeans, and 773 fepoys» were UUed and wounded. The arpij of Shujah-nd- 
Dowlah was computed at 40,000 men, aooo of whom it is bid were (lain in battle. 
The artillery taken by the EngliOi in the 6eld| and in the purdiit of the eoemy^ 
amounted to 133 pieces of various fixes. 

t This prince died in having reined near fifty years. 

or 
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or military refource, was the moft diftinguilhed empire in the 
Afiatic world. It muft alfo be noticed, that the Englilh, at that 
period, were not known beyond the fea coafts of India, where they 
occupied, under various reftri£tions, the profeifion of merchants. 
Behold the fcene prefented in our day, of the feeble princes of 
Dehli, where a near fucccflbr of the great Aurungzebe, impelled 
by the deftru£tion of hU fortunes, is fieen foliciting, in a country 
fo lately undet the dommion of his anceftors, maintenance and 
prote6Uon from an Englilh fubje£t‘*- 

Thb Vizier, who had now feverely felt the luperiority of the 
Englilh arms, fliewed a ferious delire of peace, but ftill refufed to 
fubmit to the terms of the preliminary article, in the manner 
required by the Bengal Government. He reful^ to deliver up 
CalTum Ali, and Sambrc^ but promiled to employ Ibme convenient 
inftrument in deftroying the one, and to expel the other from his 
territories. This mode of qualifying the article, not bring acceded 
to, Colonri Munro marched mth the army to Benares, The 
delerrion of a party of Europeans, and the retreat of our troops 
towards Patna, on his -entering the Bahar province, had given him 
languine hope of fuccefi, which were wholly dilBpated by the 
defeat at Buxar : and from that period, he bq;an to modd his 
army on a plan not before pradiled by the princes of India The 

* This 6ft has heen again exsnplifie^ in die peribn of S ch a m d h a r Shah, the eldeft 
fim of Shah Almn i who, by the iotopofitien of the Bengal Government, receives a 
ftnfiM of three lacks of rupees out of the Oude revenue. 

Ta 
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author * of a valuable manulcript, which has lai|;ely aided this 
compilation, fays, that the sera of the real confequence and power 
of the Vizier may be dated from the battle of Buxar. Conformably 
to an ufage not un requent in Hindoftan, this prince had collected 
a larger army tha* the fburces of his country could maintain t and 
even where the f inds are competent, military payments are ever 
diftributed in the native armies with a griping hand s though the 
moft pernicious effefls are often ^oduced by this fallacious iyftem. 
The ftrength of the Vizier’s army, confifting of cavalry, and a 
cumbrous body of artillery, was compol^ of many nations and 
tribes, but chiefly of Moghuls. Thefe men, naturally violent and 
licentious, ilLbrooked the failure of payment, and on every demand 
of arrears, either caufed dangerous tumults, or forced expedients 
that were injurious to the civil government of his country. Orders 
of payment were granted on the farmers, or managers of diftii£ls, 
on whom thefe foldiers lived at difcretion, until the amount was 
difcharged ; giving a loofe to every fpecies of diforder, and barely 
leaving a fum fuflicient for fupplying the other exigencies of the 
Ante. But the defeat he fuflained at Buxar, rdieved the Vi^ 
from his embarraiTments : for the Moghul cavalry, without making 
one (pirited effort to fuftain the battle, were tlm firft of his troopi 
that left the field ; and confcious it Ihould feem of thdr pufilaoimouq 
fonduA, they never returned to lus ftandard. 


Tni 
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The EngUfli army advanced from Benares to inveft Chunar- 
Ghur i but after maldng two unfucce&ful aflaults it returned to 
Benares. Bulwunt Sing, the Hindoo Chief of the province, had 
accompanied the Vizier in the campaign againft the EngUih, with 
a party of troops, which were Rationed on the north fide of the 
Ganges, oppofite to the Buxar plain. After the battle, he with- 
drew himielf from the Vizkr, and having eifefled an accommoda- 
tion with Colonel Munro, he joined the Englifii army : but, 
alarmed at the repulfe of Chunar-Ghiir, and the Vizier’s approach, 
he fuddenly deferted Benares, and his new connexion. 

Colonel Munro, refigning about this period* the command 
of the army, was Tucceeded by Major Fletcher, who immediately 
marched out of Benares, and purfued the Vizier, who had already 
invefted the town as far as Juanpour. He formed the army into 
two divifions, one of winch, under Major Stibbert, reduced the 
fort of Chunar-Ghur, and afterwards penetrated into the interior 
parts of the Vizier’s country:— the other divifion he led himielf 
into the Allahabad diftridts, which were fubjefted. The Vizier, 
not able to oppofe the fucceR of thefe parties, called in a body of 
Mahrattas, who entered his country on the fide of Corah,f and 
were defeated by the Englifli army, then commanded General 
Camac.j; The Mahrattas were attacked a fecond time by this 

* Thii occurrence happened in the beginning of die year 1765. 

t Tbit diftri^ which is fituated in die Allahabad teiritoiy, is bordered I7 the Junina. 

} In May, 1765. 
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officer, at Ackbarpouf,* and driven from thrir gtoimd } rimugh not 
boibre they had plundered a great part of the European baggage. 
They were foon obliged to crofi the Jumna, wludi they pafled at 
the ford of Culpee, whoe they made a ftand ; but after a lh(vt 
a^on were wholly difperftd. The Vizier had invited the h^rat- 
tae into Oude, without making any provifion for the payment of 
their fubfidyi jind, fearful that ftiis ftilure m^ht prompt them to 
commit an outrage on his perfon, or create tumults in his army, he 
never joined thor party. 

The affiurs of the Vizier had now faOen to a low ebb } he had 
loft the greater part of his country, his army was tluimed by deler> 
tkns, and he was without a treafury, or an ally. After the baftk 
of Busar,f’ full of alarms and defpondency, he had retired into R*o« 
lulcund, where he Iblicked an afyhim for lus ftimily, and the affift* 
•noe of the Rohillas, Hafiz Rhamut recrived him with hofj^ 
lalky, and iht reipeift doe to his rank : he afforded him every do* 
meftie conveniency, but earneftly adviled a peace vrith the EnglUh, 
as the certain medium of retrieving the defolated ftates of his for* 
tunes. Deftitute of every leiburce for maintaining a war, and di£> 

* la Mqf or Jime, 1765. 

t JnfficetoodMnflertilfeiij JiftingttilheiinHiiidoft«nfctlifaiiliqrtndv»lour, 
cdh 00 m (0 note in lUs plice^ the aune of Aiuned Khan Bunglifli, dw Niraob of 
Fnmckahidt who whon ui|ed bjr Colonel Muwok after the aAion of Bnaar, toaSft 
in ceoiplatiiig the omt hr ow of Sbijah.n(l>OoeiU, who had ever bean die avowed 
0Mi7 of hh hoafi^ ttd lhat Ua hoaow iMhid Uoi M canyaiM vwft iho vao- 

mayed 
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nayed 1 >y ill fortune, the Vizier at length refolved to throw himielf 
uniefervedly on the clemency of the Englifh. He difpatched Mon- 
fieur Gentil, a Frencli gentleman, to the Engliih camp,* to obtain 
an aftual knowledge of the difpolition of his enemies. This 
agent delivered to the commanding officer, an addrefs from the 
Vizier, couched in a tenor far ffiffierent from his former letters. 
He obierved, that the animofities which had arilen between them, 
muft he attributed to the ffifpenfations of Providence : that of ffiis 
1 m had now manifeft witnefs by the events which had been produced, 
and that he was determined to commit himfelf to the juftice of the 
illnftrious Englilh chiefs, conftant and undiange^le in their friend- 
flup. In the conclufion, written by himfdf, he fays, ** I regard not 
** wealth, nor the rule of dominion : your fiiend&iip and favour are 
** all I defire. I will, pleafe God, Ibon be with you s when you 
** nuy do that for me, which you xtaij think beft.” Lord Clive, 
who at dus time had arrived in Bengal, was empowered by the Go- 
vernment, in ooojondtion widi General Camac, to negotiate with 
dm Viaer: and having met him at Allahabad, in the month of 
Auguft, 1765, a trea^ of peace was finally concluded. The iub- 
ftance was,— That there fhould be a perpetual treaty of peace be- 
tween the contraAing parties.— That in the event of the dominions 
vi ddMT bring invaded, a nuUtary aid fhould be fumifhed by the 

* NudjcTKlMn vm cmpbTed'aUb ^ the Vnler eo ihii eeeafion toocgotlate with 
the En^ilhi ha that oSker wu oiare ftrioufl/ engaged in acoompUfliiag hii owa 

fupofta, dwn in pracning tenu for hii aiafter. 


Other 
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bther.— That the Vizier is not to recnve Caffum Ali, Somhro, 
any Englifh delerters into his iervice.—That Corah and Allahabad 
be ceded to the King. — That Bulwunt Sing be continued in 
the zetnindary of Benares, which is to be conlidered a fief of the 
Subahdary of Oude : — ^And that Chunar-Ghur, a fort in that 
province, be given up to the Englilh. That no duties be collefted 
on the merchandize of the Company, in any part of the country of 
the Vizier. That all fuch fubjefts or tdations of the Vizier, who 
may have affifted the Englilh during the late war, be pardoned;-* 
and. That this treaty remw in force with the defcendants of 
die Vizier. 

Thus was Shujah-ud'Dowlah reftored to the pofleflion of his 
dominions by the vifloiious Englilh, after having been reduced by 
their arms to the verge of ruin. The terms granted to him breathe 
a liberal herdic (pint, and confpicuoully diftinguilhed the mind 
from which they fprang. The memory of the Indian hero, ill 
merits the ftain imprefled on it by Mr. Dow, who fiiys, “ Shujah- 
ud'Dowlah, was Hill poflefled of wealth, and the virtue of the con- 
*' querors, was by no means proof againft temptation." — But it 
“ is a fa£t fupported by the pureft authority, that Lord CUve 
obftinately rge61ed every oSer of gratuity, made to him by the. 
5^ier. Ezclufive* of the articles of the treaty, a private agree- 
ment, 

• Thea&ofieinflatingtlie Vixier in hit domiiaoii, sot only contrilnted to ealt 
Le chtnSn of dw Britilh oatioib. bte WM ftnttj conliNHUit to the principlw of fiNiDd 

policy. 
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menty entered into by the contrafting parties, ftipulated, on the 
part of the Vizier, a payment of fifty ladu of rupees to the Eng* 
Kfh Government, for defrajdng the ezpences of the war; as the 
Englifli at this period, did not oftenfibly interfere in rite admini* 
firation of the Bengal provincial affairs ; which on the death of 
Meer Jaffier had devolved on his fon Nuzzum-ud-Dowlah. 

Thb treaty entered into with Shujah-ud-Dowlah, was executed 
1^ this prince, on one part, and on the other by the fubahdar of 


pflkj. It erincet iHa a IforelSght iriiich is grienmlly verified in the events of fiie> 
eecdii^ times. Lord Clive, in his letter to the Company, lays, ** Our leftoiiaig to 
o Shujjdt>iid-Doirlah, the whole of hit dominions, proce^ more from the defire of 
"■ not extending the Company’s territorial pofleffiont, than the generous polk/ of as 
" 4Khing him for over to our interefit hy gratitude | though this hu been the ^parent, 
** and is bf many thought to be the real motive. Had we ambitionlly attempted to 

* retain the conquered country, experience woiild loan have'proved the impraAiedbi-* 
** lity of inch a i^sn. The eUbUflunent of an increafed army muft have been w Hi r * 
** to your lift, and more chieftbips appointed. AAs of oppreSon and InnuiMffl b l v 

* abufes woidd have lieen coeanutted, which, at fudi a diftance ftom the prefidency, 
** could neither have oeen prevented, or remedied i and muft iafidlihly have laid the 
** foundation of another war. Our old privileges and pofleffions would have been en« 

* dangered by every fupply we might have been tempted to aftbrd in fopport of the 
** net^ and the narives muft have finally triumphed in our inabili^ to fiift»ia.tlio 
** weight of our own ambition.”—In India, it is to be noted, donations are prefented 
to uwn of power, or thofe who are fnppoled to influence tbeei, for perfomd pioteAion, 
and fi>r the fecuri^ or aequifition of pr e p erqr. A tcjeAed odfor is the glfoMMuMi 
flgnal of dUpfeafiir^ and either indicates its infiilfoiency, or that fome moiu 
reward has been abeadypicfemd. Shiijih-ud-Dowlah was at firft alarmed at the con* 
dnft of Lord Clive, whoferduftl of any gift was coHftmcd into a difpcfitioo ■inimical 
to hit interefts. But this pnoM beheld the ftl£er*t megnanimity udth admiration, 
^en at die coadufion of the trea^heteemnd, intokeaof fiiendlhip,ariiigot 
oedeiate value. 
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fiengal, in conjunction with Lord Clive : but that all future em- 
barraflinents might be obviated, a delegated power, authorizing the 
Englifh India Company to manage and controul the revenues or 
the provinces, was obtuned from the king. It was alfo ftipulated, 
that in confideration of the appointment of Nuzzum-ud-Dowlah 
to the military and executive government of the provinces, and his 
grant* of the civil jurifdICtion to the Englilh, the fum of twenty* 
fix lacks of rupees -f* fliould be annually paid to the king, out of 
the revenues of Bengal. The diftriCts of Allaliabad and Corah 
were at the fame time difmembered from the Vizier’s territory, and 
ceded to Shah Alum, that he might be enabled to maintun, without 
a reftraint, the dignity of his Ration. 

Thoooii he amply experienced the liberality of the Englilh,. 
the Vizier had fuifered important injuries during the war. From 
the revenue of Oude, wtuch with certain diftriCts of Allahabad, 
was computed at one hundred and fizty lacks of rupees, the 
celfion of Corah and Allahabad, had deducted thirty>fix lacks ; 
and the ravages of his own army, with the incurfions of our 
tiroops, who had proceeded as far as Lucknow, cauied a farther 
decreafe of the general produce of his country. — In acknowledge- 
ment for the ceflion which had been made, Shah Ullum in- 

* It is temed the Dewany. 

t From this amount, a penfion of two lacks ot mpees was beftowed, at die inter- 
eeffion of the Englilh, on Nudjef Khan, who was thought to have rendered them ier- 
vke during the latter part of the Oude war. 
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veRed the Vizier with the hereditary poflcfTion of the province of 
Oude. 

This prince was now feen to apply with a vigilant alTiduity to 
the adminiRration of his affairs. The revenue department was 
committed to the charge of men of ability and credit, who in 
the fpace of a few years envied him to difeharge a large debt, 
and to accumulate a fund for the fnpply of public exigencies. 

On his arrival at Oude, after the Allahabad treaty, he called 
together, it is faid, bis principal officers, and making known to 
them the engagements he had made with the Engliffi, he defired 
their aid in performing the obligation. Through this mode of 
requifition, which is often pra6iired by the princes of India in time 
of need, the Vizier obtained fome aid } though far (hort of his 
neceffities. His Begum, feeing the difficulties that furrounded 
him, and the diRrefled Rate of his mind, diveRed herfelf of the 
jewels, and other valuable ornaments fhe poirelTed, and entreated 
that the amount might be applied to the arrangement of his affairs. 
It is mentioned, that Shujah-ud*Dowlah was fo warmly affefted by 
this mark of the Begum’s attachment, which wholly removed his 
embarraffment, that he folemnly fwore, he would never, while he 
redded in the fame place, abfent himfelf from her apartment after 
a certain hour of the night ; and that he would thenceforth ever 
eReem her his faithful friend and counfellor. Nor does it appear 
that he deviated from the vow he made to the Begum, who be- 

U 2 came 
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came from that, day the repoiitory of his treafure, and all his (ecret 
tianfaAions. 

The defeat at Buxar, having rdieved the Vizier from the 
maintenance of a turbulent crowd of cavalry, he began to intnx* 
duce in his army, a fyftem of order and r^lar payment. He had 
feen that the excellency of the European troc^s confided in difci* 
pline, the quality^ of their arms, and the Ikilful management of 
artillery. He therefore made ftrenuous and unceafing efibrts in 
forming a body oi infantry^ with its requifite edabli/hment of 
eannon, after die European manner. The undertaking was ai> 
duous, and fuch as finv Afiatic princes could have executed. But 
die genius, activity, and pedeverance of Shiyah*ud>Dowlab, fuc- 
mounted the various obdaclesi which rooted prqudice and coiu 
ditutional habit had railed to oppofe lum. Under die dire£tion of 
finne Frenchmen whom he had Invited into his fervice, an arlenal 
was founded at Fyzeabad, where guns, mufquets and ihot, with 
other military dores, were fabricated with Ikill and expe^tion.— 
Ftmn diis new magazine, about ten battaUons ef infantry, and a 
finall train of artillery, were equipped. Though this body was 
formed at the ei^ence of large films, and much labour, fuch ju- 
dicious arrangements had been adopted for the government of lus 
country, that fufficient funds were created to defray the charge, 
and to produce a relpedtable treafury. The cavalry, which at the 
battle of Buxar amounted to 30,000, ajf^ears at this time to have 

been 
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been< redaeed to little more than 5,000 men. The Vizier derived 
an eflential benefit from the Englilh garrifon, that was ftationed 
at Allahabad, which keepng that quarter in awe, relieved him from 
the necellary expence of protecting a frontier country. 

In the year 1768, Shujah-ud-Dowlah faw himfelf in the pof- 
fiflion of a well appointed army, a treafury competent to its- 
charge, and a flouriihing productive territory. This quick pro* 
grefsi in endeavouring to diflblve the fubordinate conneuon into 
which he had been forced, and to extend his power, attracted the 
notice of Colonel Smith, who was ftationed at Allahabad .-^This 
officer repreiented the conduCt of Oude, as dangerous to the in- 
tereft of the nation, and demanding an immediate interpofition. 
The coundl, roufed by this information, deputed Meflrs. Cartier, 
Ruflell, and Colonel Smith, to the Vizier, to expoftulate on the 
tendency of lus military preparations } which indicated, they ob- 
ierved, a want of confidence in thdr friendlhip and fupport. The 
deputies held a conference with the Vizier at Benares, in the 
month of November, 1768 j when after much acrimonious alter- 
cation, he conldited, though with a deep mortification and ro> 
Inftance, to limit the ftrength of his troops to the following 
mnnber and denomination t 


Cavalry,. 
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Cavalry, . 10,000 

Ten battalions of fepoys, including officers of 10, coo 
every rank, — - — 

The Nujjeeb regiment of matchlock-men, 5,000 

A corps of artillery, not to exceed — 500 

Irregulars, not to be clothed, difeiplined, or 
armed, after the manner of the Englilh fepoys, 
or Nujjeeb regiment, — — 9,500 

35,000 


The Vizier confidered this reftriffion as no lefs unjufi, than it 
was difgraceful to him } but, incapable of avowedly oppofing the re- 
quilitlon of fuch powerful and jealous allies, he relblved to execute 
his plans with more addrefs, though without any eflential deviation 
from the object that biafied all his aftions : and it is a well known 
faff, that he did not, in confequence of the treaty of Benares, 
difmifs one foldier from his fervice. His proceedings were con- 
duffed with caution, and he was fuccefsful in procuring, amongft 
the EngUfh themfelves, zealous and able advocates } but the Vizier 
faw that his ambition and fchemes of aggrandifement, would ever 
be encountered by the jealoufy of the Englifli, whom he now beheld 
with miftruft and refentment } and knowing the French were the 
common enemy of our nation, the Vizier held out many induce- 
ments to engage their alfiftance. 


In 
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In the year 1772, a Mahratta army, commanded by the chiefs, 
Scindla, Halcar, and Huriy Punt, penetrating into Htndoftan, 
laid wafte the Duab, and poffelfed themfelves of the Etajoh dif- 
trids, together with all the territory of Ahmed Khan Bungilh, ex-^ 
eept the town and environs of Furruckabad. An invafion fo for- 
midable had alarmed the Rohilla chieht, who, on the approach oT 
the Mahrattas, folicited the Vizier to procure the aid of an Englilb 
brigade ; for which they offered the fum of forty lacks of rupees.. 
The Vizier, anxious for the fafety of his own country, on the con- 
fines of which the enemy were already encamped, accepted, with- 
out hefitation, a propofal that would enable him to defray the ex- 
pences of a body of troops, from which he himfelf would derive 
an d&ntial benefit ; and he, Tome time in the year 1772, applied 
to the En^lb Government, for a fupply of forces to defend his 
d ominions agunft the threatened invafion of the Mahrattas. Con- 
formably to this requ^tion, an Engliih brigade proceeded to Be- 
nares, whence a detachment of three native battalions, joined by 
the forces of the Vizier, marched to the finntiers of Rohileund 
theinteriour parts of which the Mahrattas were then laying wafte.. 
The commencement of the periodical rains, and the near approach 
of the comlaoed army, obliged them to rapidly crofs the Ganges. 
The Mahrattas, in the following year,* again entered Rohileund 
where they committed much devaftation ; but they retreated on: 


• * 773 - 


the 
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the appearance of the Vizier’s army, which had been reinforced by 
a complete Engliili brigade. 

On the night prcvioufly to the arrival of the combined forces 
in the vicinity of the Mahratta encampment, which was formed 
on the weft fide of the Ganges, a large body of their cavalry crolTed 
the river, and, difperfing the -Robilla troops, they carried off Ah- 
med Khan, one of the principal officers. The brigade reached the 
place of this aflion about break of day^ when they obferved the 
Mahrattas paffing the river,* then fordable, with precipitation j 
and a diflant cannonade enfued, in which the enemy loft a few’ 
men and horfes i but th^ fboh retired from that quarter, nor have 
they fince appeared in arms on the eaft fide of the Ganges. 

The Vizier, on the retreat of the enemy, demanded the fum 
eff forty lacks of rupees from Hafiz Rhamut Khan, who bduig at 
this time the fuperiour officer of the Rohilla forces, and the am- 
dudior of their political meafiires, was urged to fulfil the engage- 
ment. Hafiz reprefented, that the Rohillas had not received the 
Stipulated aid, which, if fumiflied in the preceding year, might 
have prevented the injuries done by the enemy; and that the pre- 
fent campaign had been maintained by the Rohilla troops : yet he 
faid, that though the other chiefs flioold withhold their quota of 
the churned amount, he would difchai^ his proportion to the ex- 
tent of his alulity. 

• At Ranigu^ a terd of the Ganges la Reiulciind.—iyide Rcandl's nap. 

Tbs 
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Thb ambitious difpolition of the Vizier, and the difregard he 
had hitherto fliewn to the ^£tate$ of juftice, or honour, afford no 
Render authority for fuppofing that he fecretly rejoiced at the re> 
fufal of the Rohillas to execute the whole tenor of their agreement. 
In promoting and extending his fehemes of conqueft and grandeur, 
the Vizier muft have ever been expofed to the countera6tIng power 
of the Rohillas, who were all foldiers, and fo far from refpe£ling 
his miUtary capacity, they treated it with contempt and dcrifion. 
The conqueft of Rohilcund muft have therefore naturally coin- 
pofed an elTential part of the Vizier’s general plan of aggrandize- 
ment. 

After his return from the Mahratta expedition, he defired a 

conference with the Governor of Bengal, for the purpoft of ad- 

jufting certain political meafures. Mr. Haftings, aflbeiated with 
■ 

ibme other members of the Government, was deputed to treat 
with the Vizier at Benares } and the principal object of the meet- 
ing was aferibed to the motive of fixing the weftem pofieffions of 
the Englifh, on a firmer and more permanent bafis, by fome 
find arrangement of the territories that had been afligned to the 
Jdng. 

Since the period of the treaty of 1765, Shah Alum Had re- 
gained at Allahabad, where he had enjoyed a fplendid and a quiet 
retreat} but his wilhes Teeming to be centered in enjoying the rc- 
fidence of his capital, he proceeded thither in 1771 ; — facrificing, 
at once, the fubftantial benefits which had been conferred on him 
VoL. I. X by 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


fSs 

by the bounty of the EnglUh. The King was alfo excited to thit 
meafure by his fenrants, who faw the influence of a foreign power 
depriving them of the common advantages of their ftation, and of 
that fway which his difpofition naturally invited. The repeated 
Iblicitation of the king for troops, to eftabliih his power at Dchli, 
fren not acceded to in a manner that promiled any fuccefs : he 
procured two native battalions that had been maintained by him 
at Allahabad, but without the complement of European ofiicers ; 
and this party, with about 20,000 irregular troops, commanded 
by Najeb Khan, arrived in the latter end of the year 1771, at 
Dehli.* 

Thc prindpal events of the Efe of Shujah*ud-DowIah, being 
flenderly connected with the hiflory of Shah Alum, an occaflonal 
reference to it is <mly neceflary^ and it may here be obferved, that 
the meaflires of an Indian court, too frequently operating through 
the many channels of deceit, or by the more daring a£ts of trea> 
chery, would offer little inftru£iion to the European reader, unlefs 
they lead to dedded revolutions, or aih^ the general fyftcm of 
government. 

The Vizier did not depend upon the court of Dehli, for the 
jiiccefs of his fchemes, or the advancement of his power. He- 
maintained however an influence there, by the agency of Ellich 

* It is £iid| that the King’s journey was-haftened by the imelligence of Zabitab 
Khan’s fei'/ure of Dehli, where he committed many outrages } even, according to 
gopular report^ in the King’s haram. 

Khan, 
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Kltan, one of his fivourite iervants, who gratifying the Ring 
opportune donations, procured the formal inveftiture of fuch ter- 
ritories, as the Vizier had rither previoufly feized, or meditated the 
conqueft of. But we are not to fuppofe that the pofleflion of fuch 
Inftruments, which had a conftant circulation, and flowed from too 
weak a fource to aft with efficacy, would eflentially promote the 
deiigns of this prince. 

That fome parts of the treaty now entered into, between the 
Englifli Government and the Vizier, may be clearly underftood, it 
is neceflfary to notice, that in a fliort time after the departure of 
Shah Alum from the territories which hadheen affigned to him, 
the right was judged to revert to the Englifh Government. On 
the King’s junflion with a body of Mahrattas, then ftationed in 
the vicinity of Agra, he was compelled to make a formal ccffion 
to them of the province of Corah, and the diftrifb of Currah. 
This furrender, to a power deemed hoftik to the welfare of Ben- 
gal, afforded a plea, equally founded on the rights of conqueft 
and good policy, to aflume the relinquifhed territory : and the 
Vizier, who had with regret made the lacrifice, expreffing, after 
the King's departure, an earneft defiie of recovering tlie di(^ 
membered country, his requeft, with certun qualifications, was 
granted.* 

X 2 lit 

* The treaty of 1773, contains little important mattefi nor would I fatigue the 
reader with its perufal, did 1 not apprchendi that feme ferious refledlionr will occuri 

in comparing it with the events of the fucceeding year. It is fpteifiedi ** That whereaS| 
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In the conference at Benares, it was alfo ftipulated, that the 
Vizier flrould confirm Cheyt Sing, die fon and fucceflbr of BulU 
wunt Sing, in the pofleffion of Benares, and its dependencies. 

The 


* in the treaty conclu ^ed at Allahabad, on the i6th of Auguft 1765, bctvrccn the 
** Vizier and the Company, it is exprefied that the diftridts of Corah and Allahabad 
** were given to His Majefty for his expences ; and whereas His Majefty abandoned 
^ the pofleffion of the aforefaid diftrids, and even has given a fuiinud tor Corah and 
" Currah to the Mahrattas, to the great prejudice of both the Vizier and Englifli 

Company, and contrary to the meaning of the hud treaty 5 he hath thereby forfeited 
his right to the fiud diftrids, which have reverted to the Company, from whence he 
received, theno. i it is therefore agreed, that the aforefaid diftridts (hall be put into 
^ the pofleiSon of the Vizier, on the following conditions, and that, in the fame 

* manner as the province of Oude, and the other dominions of the Vizier are poC- 
^ fefled by him : fo-fliall he poflefs Corah, and Currah, and Allahabad, for ever.— He 

(hall by no means, or under any pretence, be liaUb to any obftrudions in the afore*- 
^ (aid countries from the Company, and the £hgU(h chiefs^ and exclufivc of the money 
now ftipulated, no mention or requeft (halL by any means be made to him for any 
thing elfe due on this account. This agreement (hall be obferved by the £ngli(h 
chiefs, gendemen of the council, and the Company,, nor (hall it be broken or devi i 
^ ated from*. 


^ CONtUTIOKS t 

^ He (hall pay to the Company fifty lacks of Siftt Rupees,. 


^ according to the currency of the province of Oude, viz. - - « 50,00,00a 


“ In ready money. - - 20,00,000 

In two years after the date hereof— viz. the firft year • - - 15,00,000 
** The fecond year* 15,00,000 


Sa. Ra. 50,00,000 


To present any dirpure arifing, concerning the payment which (ball be made bji 

I'ic VUlcr for tfaj Cg*npaiiy*s troops that may march to his aiTiilunvc, it is agreed, 

th:.c 
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^be Vi^r acqmefced in this meafure with relu£iance, and rnarka 
of extreme difguft. Not that he wilhed to deprive this chief of 
his poflieffions, but he was averfe to a fordgn interference in be> 
half of a perfon whom he confider^ lus immediate and 
who, by obtaining fo Rrong a fupport, would naturally deviate 
from that Hate of fubordination in which fuch landholders are 
placed under an effedtive Mahometan government. Shujah-ud* 
Dowlab, though accomplilhed in his manners, and endowed with 
4U1 addrefs that dUtinguifhed him among the politeft of his coan> 

trymen, could not fupprels the indignation he felt at the En^^ifh 

• 

Governor's defire^ to have Cheyt Sing leated in* his prefence. Bflt 
the Vizier was then preparing a fait* of fuch an importance to 


^ that the eapencet of a brigade fliaH be computed at two laekt aZd ten dmiM 
^ (2,10^000) Sicca rupees per month, according to thecurrcncyoCdieproviiiceof Oudcb 

* MjSy a brigade, is meant as follows— 

Two battalions of Europeans^ 

^ Six battalions of Sepoys, and 
^ One company of artillery. 

^ The fxpence of the fifid troops lhall be defrayed by the Vizier, from die tfaril 
^ tbev (hall have paflcd the burder of the province ; and exclufive of the above meiu 
tioned fum, no more on any account (hall be demanded from him. Should the Com- 

* pady and the Englifli chiefs have occafidn to fend for the troops of the Vizier^ the 
Companyi and the Engliih chiefs, (hall alfo pay their cxpence in the like mannerii^* 

* Signed, filled, and Uemnly fwora to, by the contrafiing parties, September Ac 

“ « 773 -“ 

* A fiip^ of tra<^ for llie coniiwft of Rohikund. 

his 
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Us fchemes. that had Us refentraciits been keener, they would 
have been lacriiiced to its accompliihment. 

That he might the more efFcAually prevent Englifli merchants 
Or thdr agents from reliding or negociating in his country, the 
Vizier obtained permiflion at this time to impofe large duties on 
the importation of Bengal, and European merchandize. He had 
witneflU the rapacious monopoly which the fervants of the Com^ 
pany had ezercifed in Bengal, and knew tliat many of the cala- 
mities which had befallen that country, might be juftly afcribed to 
the European alTumption of its commerce, which had been con- 
dufted on terms fo partial to themfelves, that almoft every other 
trader was obliged to purchafe an European name to cover his 
property. It is faid, that when Shujab-ud-Dowlah has been lb> 
licite4 to receive an EngliAi merchant into his country, be has 
offered him an immediate fum of money, rather than rilk the ad- 
miflion of a fyftem that appeared wholly deffruftive of the true 
ptindples of trade. 

On the conclufion of the Benares treaty, the Vizier carried his 
arms againff; the Mahrattah gariifons in the Duab^ wUch hef fe- 
verally expelled ; and extended his conquefts as far to the weffward 
as the Fort of Jaunfy.* The main body of^e Mahrattah army 
having moved into the Decan, without leaving a fufficient force to 

• JaUD^fiandson the wsftern extremitj of the Kalpjr territoiy. See Renndl’i map. 

maintain 
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iDaintain their Duab polTeflions, they fell to the Vizier without re> 
finance. A lai^ divifion of the country which he acquired iti 
this campaign, had pertained to Ahmed Khan Bungufh, the late 
chief of Furruckabad, who was fucceeded by his adopted fon, 
MuzzufFer Jung ; a youth, whom the Mahrattas foon ftrippcd of 
his mo/i valuable difirifts. The Vizier, to induce the neutrality of 
the Patans of Furruckabad, during his Duab expedition, promifcd 
in the event of the'Mahrattah expulfion, to reftore to MuzzufFer 
Jung all the territory {hat had been pofleflixl by Ahmed Khan. 
That the conduct of an Indian prii\ce, in purfoit of a favourite 
object, or in the gratification of his ambition, may be fpecifically 
viewed, I will infert the Vizier’s treaty with Muzzuffer Jang, in 
which is feen a folemn proteRation made to God, the moft endear- 
ing terms of friendfhip and affection pledged to man, boldly ufed 
as the inftruments of treachery and diflionour. The ceremony of 
ari oath is efteemed amongft the prefent race of Mahometans, a 
fhallow trite artifice, and is only adopted by thofe, who, from a 
want of ffronger refource, are driven to the neceflity of adopting 
iecondary aids. 

The treaty fets forth, ** That in confequence of the friend- 
*' (hip, that has for a long time fubfifted between Muzzuffer Jung, 
** and my anceftors, and me, I have adopted him for my child. 
^ fiy the grace of God, I will do whatever may be for his good 
** or advantage. 1 will contidcr his bufinefs, his friends, and his 
** enemies, as mine ^ and until our lafl; breath, we engage for our- 

‘‘ fclvis^ 
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” fdves, and for our delcendants and fucceflbrs, that we will re- 
** main united.— I fwear, by the Almighty God, by his Prophet, 
'* and the Holy Koran, never to vary or d^rt from this tn»ty,' 
“ upon condition that my beloved Ion Muzzulhr Jung do adhere 
to it alfo on his’part. In witnels whereof, thele lines are writ- 
** ten in the ftyle of a treaty. By the grace of God, whenever 
** the Mahrattas are conquered, and driven out of the country, 
** and'nune enemies expelled, I will deliver up to my dearly beloved 
** fon, Muzzuffer Jung, the territories he formerly pofleflM, and 
“ which he has loft in the war, to the Mahrattas. Dated accords 
** ing to the Chriftian sera, January, 1774.’* 

SHUjAH-un-DowLAa ^ expel the Mahrattas from die 
Bungulh territory } but he did not fulfil the tenor of his treaty 
with Muzzufier Jung, to whom, on the fuccels of the Mahratta 
campaign, he gave a fmall fum of money, but no part of the 
country which had been fo folemnly promifed. 

The grand obje£t of the Vizier's ambition had ripened into 
maturity, and was now publidy avowed : — be appfied to the Englifh 
Government for a body of troops, to aflift in the conqueft of Ro> 
hilcund, the chiefs of whidi, he reprefented, had refufed to per- 
form their engagements with hi^^ and had ever been the inveterate 
enemies of his houfe. The Government appear to have been 
deeply embarralled by the Vizier's requifition : th^ faw the danger 
of carrying thrir arms ^ainft a remote and warlike people, and 
they felt a ihfficulty in framing the caufe of n war againft a nation 

from 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 169 

from whom they had receiTed no injury. After an indecifive de- 
liberation of fome days, they conlented to commit the unreferved 
management of the Oude negotiation to the Governor. — He alfb 
ezprelfed an aveifion to extend the military operations of the 
Englifh to fo diftant a quarter, and propofed, that a demand of 
fuch magnitude fhould be made for the aid required, that the Vi- 
zier would neceflarily be induced to withdraw the application. 
Conformably to this counfel, an Englifh brigade was tendered to 
the Vizier, for the purpo& of promoting the conqueft of Rohil- 
cund } on the condition of four lacks of rupees being paid to the 
Company on the completion of the fervice, an^ the monthly fub- 
lidy of two lacks and ten thoufand rupees, during the refidence of 
the troops in his dominions. The conduA of Government does 
not authorize an inference that the Vizier would ultimately refufe 
lus aflbit to thefe terms ; for an order was difpatched to the £a£lory 
at Patna, dire^ing that the motions of a brigade flationed in that 
quarter, fhould, without further communication with the Prefi- 
dency, be directed by the future inftru£fions of the Vizier, who 
was at the fame time advifed of the meafure that had been adopted. 
—The Vizier, thus powerfully aided in the profecution of his fa- 
vorite fcheme, condu6)»d lus operations with celerity. The Go- 
vernor had not informed the Council of tiie Vizier’s deligns on 
Rohilcund until the latter end of November,* yet the brigade 
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inarched in the following January, and in the fliort fpace of about 
three months,^ the Rohillas were completely defeated in a pitched 
battle that was fought in the centre of their country. Near five 
thoufand of them were Ulled and wounded ; but the lofs became 
irretrievable by the death of thdr chief, who was flain in the ac- 
tion. Hafiz Rhamut, though he bled in an honourable caule, 
merited a milder fate. He had never been the enemy of the 
Engtilh, and he had protefled Shujah-ud-Dowlidi at the loweft 
ebb *1* of his fortunes. 

After the engagement, Fyze-uUah Khan retreated with s 
large party of the routed army to Lall Dong,j: where he took poft 
on the fide of a fteep hill. The Vizier, accompanied by the 
Englifh brigade, invefied the intrenchments of the Rohillas, who 
being reduced to various dlftrefs, from a confined unhealthy 
fituarion, and ferving under a leader of no military talents, they 
propofed eamefi: terms of accommodation to the EngUlh com- 
manding officer j who uiged, and prevailed on the Vizier, after a 
long ftruggle, to liberate Fyze-ullah, and cede to him a certun 
territory in Rohilcund. This chief, before the war, held the 
Jaguir of Rampour, rated at five lacks of rupees i but this con- 

*■ The battle was fought on the ajd of April, 1774, near die vHlige of Tefliinab. 
mmfvT the fituation. Vide Rennell’i map. 

f hbujah-ud-DowlrJi, with his toily,. took refuge in Rohilcund after the battle of 
Buxar. 

t The northern boundary of Rohilcund. 
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vention * invefted him with a revenue of fifteen lacks, and the 
mofl; fertile quarter of Rohilcund. 

FyzS'Ullah Khan, having concluded the negotiation, which 
was wholly efFe6ted by the Englilh officer, with whom a counter- 
part of the treaty was executed that the fan^lion of the Company 
might be obtained, he paid, according to a previous flipulation, a 
gratuity of fifteen lacks of rupees to the Vizier. The change of 

* Whereas friendlhip is eftabliflied between me and Fyze-ullah Khan.— I give 
unto him Ram^our, and fome other diilridh dependent thereon, altogether amount- 
<< ing to 14 lacks and 75^600 rupees yearljr ; and I dired^ that the faid Fyze-uUah 
Khan do on no account take into his pay above 5000 foldiers. 1 engage, at all times 
and on all occafions, to preferve the honor of the faid Fylc-ullah Khan, and to aft 
" for his good and advantage, on the condition, that he (hall look to no other power 
** but mine for fupport $ that he engages to correfpond with no other (late than the 
** Englilh. Our enemies and friends are mutual. Fyze-ullah Khan (hall affid me 
with 2 or 3000 troops according to his ability. If I go in perfon on any expedition, 
** or to arty part of my dominions, Fyze-ullah Khan (hall attend me ; and as the num- 
^ ber of 5000 troops which Fyze-ullah Khan is allowed at ull times to keep up, is 
fmall, and he may be unAle to bring them all into the field with him, in fuch cafe, 
^ I will place from 2 to 4000 men under bis command, that he may join me with bc- 
coming dignity : the pay of thefe additional troops to be found by me. It is upon 
*** the abovementioned confiderations that I confent to fettle upon Fyze-ullah Khan 
** the^faid country, and engage to fupport his interefts. If he continue firm in the 
performance of this treaty, by the grace of God, 1 never will be backward in con- 
fulting his advantage and good. — He is to caufe all the Rohillas to crofs the river 
Ganges. Sworn by the Holy Koran, calling God and his Prophets to witne(s to 
the performance of thefe articles.*’ 

ExtraSledfrom tht Btngal C»U CbampMi Hujjeh 1188 Hegira* 

JtecerJs of 1774* SeaL O&ober^ 1774, A. D. 
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the fyftcm of the Bengal Government which began to operate at 
this time, and was hoftile to the councils of Shujah*ud>Dowlab, 
might alfo have impelled him to a Ipeedy conclufion of the Ro- 
hilla treaty. 

In the year 1783, Fyze ullah was liberated from all military 
vaflfalage to the Vizier, on the payment of a Turn of money to the 
Englilh refident at Lucknow, which was applied to the fervice of 
the Bengal Government. 

But had Shujah-ud-Dowlah been permitted to purfue the 
fyftem of policy which had been obferved to the other Rohilla 
chiefs, Fyze*ullah' would at this day have languKhed in poverty 
and dependance. Happily for this chief and the refidue of his 
nation who have now fertilized and made populous a large tradl of 
country, a powerful advocate came forth in their behalf, who 
though the leader of a fubfidiary body, afllimed in an honourable 
caufe, the efficient power of protection. The Vizier, in an acri- 
monious complaint preferred againft this officer, obferves, that 
** as it had been his abfolute determination to extirpate the Ro- 
*' hillas, and for that purpofe requefted the affiftance of the £ng- 
** lilh troops, was it not highly improper in the commanding 
'* officer, to enter into fuch a correfpondence without his per- 
miffion 1 ” The Vizier had in truth refolved to deftroy the Ro- 
liillas, or expd them > and this refolution lhaped the whole form 
his conduCl during the campaign in Rohilcund. He enter- 
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tuned fo rooted a dread of this people from their valour and 
haughty fpirlt, or perhaps a confaoufnefs of the injuries he had 
already committed, that he would not permit thofe that were fub- 
je£ted to remain in any part of his dominions. 

At the clofe of this general defcription of the progrefs of the 
Englifh arms in Rohilcund, [ for the aids afforded by the Vizier can 
fcarcely claim a notice,] I will infert fome obfervations on the ten- 
dency and effects of our engagements with the Vizier in the reduc- 
tion of that territory. It is manifeftly feen, that the Government 
of Bengal were either unacquainted with the virtue and extent of 
their compaA with the Vizier, or that they qvowedly adifted him 
in ftripping one of their allies of his hereditary poHeinon. It was 
roundly agreed to inveft the Vizier with the dominion of Rohil- 
cund, the limits of which were carried to the mountains on the 
north, and to the river Ganges on the weft. Yet a large tra£l; of 
the northern divifion of Rohilcund, was held by Zabitah Khan,* 
with whom the Englifh were at this time in alliance, and bound by 
a treaty “ to confirm to him bis ancient dominions, to confider 
** him as a dependant on their favor, and that their friends and 
enemies Ihould be mutual.”' 

Tub Vizier, previoufly to the invafion of Rohilcund, had 
brought over to bis interefts Zabitah Khan j who though of the 
Rohilla fe£t, and of near affinity to many of the chiefs^ united 


* The hm cf Nqeb*ttd'Dowlah, 
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with the Vizier againft the caufe of his nation. But he was fe* 
verely puniflied for his treachery, and the diflionorable connec- 
tion he had formed } for the Vizier, after the completion of the 
conqueft, aflerting that Zabitah Khan had during the war main- 
tained a correfpondence with the enemy, feized on all his terri- 
tory eaft of the Ganges } and it remains at this day annexed to 
the Government of Oude. 

The condudl: of the Vizier alfo to the family of Mohubullah 
Khan,* evinces that every lentiment of honour and faith fell 
before the impulfe of his ambition. This chief, who held the 
town and diftri£ls of Biflbuly, dther from having been involved 
in a domeftic conteft with thofe Rohilla ftates who appeared in 
arms againft the Vizier, or from other motives, did not engage 
in the war. Before the army moved into Rohilcund, he (tied 
the Vizier for protefUon in behalf of his family and property, 
which the prince, in ftrong and unequivocal terms, pledged to 
preferve in fafety and honour. On this faith, MohubuUah Khan 
remained during the campmgn at Biflbuly { but on the Vizier's 
arrival at that place, he was, with his family, thrown into a 
rigorous confinement, pillaged of eveiy article of value, and his 
women were treated with a difgraceful feverity. In an addrefs of 
MohubuUah to the Englifli commanding officer, in which were 
alfo incloled the ori|^l letters of the Vizier, granting an unre- 


* The fon of Dhoondy Khan, who hai been already noticed in the Rohilla ftetcbes. 
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(erved protection, he writes, '* The yizler has deprived us of our 
** country, of our riches, and even of our honour ; and, not con« 
tented with that, he is going to fend us prifoners to Fyzeabad. 
** We defire no country, no riches, no houfej but at BUTouly are 
the tombs of our family — near them, and under fome (hade, 
** we beg permiflion to pafs, as mendicants, the remainder of our 
'* days. Relying on the Vizier’s promiies, we remained in this 
country t otherwife, we (hould, like the other chiefs, have fle^ 
** and preferved our character and honour : the(e, with our efieCts,' 
** he has taken away ; and how he has ^(honoured us, is known 
** to all.” The Vizier is (aid to have ezerci(ed an indecent rigour 
towards the female prifoners of the Rohillas who fell into his 
hands j and he is accu(H al(b of having violated the chaftity of 
fome women of the family of Hafiz Rhamut.* The laft allega- 
tion is not fupported by any fubdantial authority ; nor indeed, are 
fuch acts of outrage comm<m amonglt the moll intemperate ISfe- 
hometans } who, however prone to other exoefles, are not often 
feen tearing afunder the vril of the haram. 

The oppreffions and rapacity of the Viuer in the courfe of 
the conquell, affixed a de^ (lain on die Englilh charaCler. The 
vanquilhed naturally fuppofed, that the hand which had led him 
to victory, could have been efficiently exerted in reflraiiung his 

* Sht^ah-ud'Dmdah was imprefled vnth fo lively a fenre of indignation, at the 
diiknce, aa well ai the injuftice of this charge, that he burft into tean, when he was 
inCwmed diat it had been believed by the Englilh commanding officer. 
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violence. The caufe fpecifically held out by the Vizier for making 
war on the Rohillas, was their with-holding payment of the fam 
which they had offered for the fervice of an Englilh brigade. It 
has been fhewn that the brigade did not arrive in Rohilcond at a 
due feafon : for the Mahrattas had, in two fucceffive years, com- 
mitted wide devaftations in that country, and were leaving it when 
the Engliih troops appeared. The arguments ufed by the Vizier, 
in fuppoit of the invalion, were weakly maintained, on either a 
principle of equity or reafon : and his purpofes might have been 
efiedfed without the exhibition of fo wretched a cloak. In coun- 
tries where the paths of rediitude and honour are more precifely 
deferibed and adhered to than in Hindoftan, the political ulage of 
princes does not widely deviate from the condudl purfued by Shu- 
jah-ud-Dowlah in infuring fucce& to his fchemes of ambition. 
But what can be urged in vindication of the Englifh, who, to 
gratify a rapacious ally, and without even acquiring an adequate 
benefit to the Rate, efiledted the deftrudtion of a nation, agmnft 
whom they could not fabricate a fpecious caufe of complaint ? 

The fubjedt of the Rohilla war hath already been fo widely 
dilated by thofe who promoted, and thofe who have condemned, 
the meafure, that I am fearful of g^inng difguft by any further 
enlargement { nor does the difeuflion properly belong to the pur- 
pofe of this eflay : yet 1 cannot refrain from pdnting at the ill 
policy of the Englifh, in annexing Rohilcund to the dominion of 
the Vizier. The injuftice of the adt, with the fevere effedts that 

followed, 
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followed, are now admitted by molt clalTes of men } and has im« 
printed a deep ftain on the Britilh name in India. The Government 
of Bengal, in alligning a reafon for invefting the Vizier with the 
pollelfion of Rohilcund, aflerted, that the more powerful this prince 
became, the greater advantage would accrue to them from his al- 
liance. The difpofition of Shujali-ud-Dowlah muft have been ill 
Jenown to the Englilh, or they would not have urged fo frail an 
argument. Jealous of authority, and infatiably ambitious, he had 
already felt a keen re&ntment at the encroachments of Bengal on 
his prerogative, and national power, the prefervation of which had 
long direfted the fpirit of his councils, and the aflions of his go- 
vernment The Rohilla nation formed a wrighty counterpoife to 
the real ftrength and reftlefs temper of the Vizier, who finding 
himlelf checked by a people naturally interefted-in keeping a vigi- 
lant watch over his aftions., leaft they ihould fuffer by too great 
an increale of his power, muft have been necelfitated to depend 
on the Englilh, to repel the encroachment or attacks of the Ro- 
hillas, and the other northern ftates. Our poflellions in India, 
virtually acquired by the fuperiority of arms, and the eminent abi- 
lities of Britilh officers, can only be preferved, after mrintaining 
that fuperiority, by a fteady adherence to the principles of juftice 
and public frith,— virtues which did not conlpicuoufly diftinguilh 
the laft n^tiation with the Vizier : nor were the dilates of com- 
mon policy confultcd, unlefs the axiom becomes manifeft, which 
Voi. I. Z 
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«ven the moft vlfionary politician would ftartle at, that nations may 
be linked together by the bonds of gratitude and friendlhip. 

Shujah-ud-Dowlah was yet emplc^ed in arranging the 
alFairs of the conquered province, when a diforder which had for 
fome time afflicted him, broke out with fuch violence, that he was- 
obliged to retire to Fyzeabad, where he died in the month of Ja» 
nuary 1 775, at die age 46 years. His death was occafioned by a 
venereal tumour, that had been unfkilfully treated by a French 
fuigeon, who adffliniftered to him fo large a quantity of mercury, 
that his ftrength, then nearly exhaufted, was overpowered by the 
force of the medicine. The violence of the complaint had been 
removed by a profeflional gentleman of the brigade, who ferved in 
the Rohilla expedition } but being called into the provinces, the 
cure was not completed. The dilputes of the Vizier and the 
Englifli commanding officer, had arifen to fuch a pitch of inve- 
teracy, that though the Ufe of the Vizier was the pledge, and 
ultimately the facrihce, he would not folidt the attendance of the 
field furgeon. 

Shujah-ud-Dowlah died at a period when his thirft of dok 
minion had been largely indulged, and his power had arifen per- 
haps to its meridian height. The new members of the Bengal 
Government who arrived in the preceding year,* were inimical to 

• * 774 ^ 
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his public interefts, and feemed even to bear an enmity to his per- 
ibn. The projedls with which his mind teemed would foon have 
matured, and produced the criiis of his fortune ; when he would 
dither have arifen into powerful independence, or funk into a fta- 
tbn lefs refpeAable than that now occupied by his fucceflbr. His 
views were difcloled with fo little referve, and he perfonally gave 
fuch unequivocal teftimony of his future defigns, ihat his political 
charadter was arnugned by all men of dilcernment. He frequently 
told his courtiers, that after fhe conqueft of Rohilcund, he would 
penetrate into the territory of the Mahrattas, and take an exem- 
plary vengeance for the ravages they had committed in Hindoftan. 
He evinced alfo an anxious defire to attain the diredtion of 
afliurs at Dehli, and controul the remains of military power yet 
preferved to the houfe of Timur. But in this profpedt he was 
thwarted by Nuc^ Khan, who had the office of captain-general, 
and who had acquired, by his fuccefies in the fiekl, an extenfive 
tradl of country wholly independant of the imperial authority. 

The Englilh had been taught to believe, that Shujab-ud-Dow- 
lab, from a principle of felf-intereft, was attadied to their nations 
that aware of the infuffiden^ of his own ainlity, dther to encreafe 
his dominion, or refift the attacks of an enemy, he would uhi- 
xnately depend on them for protedlion. However juft their opi- 
nions might have been of the real ftrength and refource of this 
prince, it would appear that he himfelf held than, (efpecially 
when augmented by the conqueft of Rohilcund, and other ex- 
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pc£led aids), adequate to the accomplifhment of purpofes, which 
bore no relation to an Engliih policy. His pride and ambition^ 
which were cxce^vc, had been mortified by many a£ls of the 
Bengal Governmr.it ; and the reftri6iions impofed by the Allahaf 
bad deputation, lie deemed violently opprelfive, and an infringe* 
ment of the treaty that had been made by Lord Clive. But con- 
cealing his refentment with an admirable addrefs, he diligently 
fearched for expedients to ^ITolve a connexion which placed him 
in fo fubordinate a condition. Shujah-ud-Dowlah had felt, and 
refolved to adopt, the European difcipline. Exclufive of the French 
who were employed in forming his troops, he had folicited a fupply 
of Englilh officers to accomptifli his purpofe. But fubfequently 
to the application, the Government of Calcutta had been new mo- 
deled, and feeing it hoftile to his interefts, he tefufed the fervice of 
any perfon who held a commiffion in the Englilh army. I have 
obtmned an information, fupported by documents of fubftantial 
authority,, but which I am not empowered to bring forward, that 
Shujah'ud-Dowlah, in the laft moments of his life, was actively 
employed in forming fchemes of independence, and even purfuing 
tneafures to extirpate the Englifh power in India. The French 
officers in the fervice of this prince, improving on his ill humour 
to the Englilh Government, reprefented to him that an alliance 
with France might be made the effectual i iftrument of emancipat- 
ing his country from controul, and enable him to profecute with 
fuccefi his fchemes of conqueft. The Vizier eagerly hearkened to 

this 
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this language, and agreed to open the negotiation ; but the keen* 
nefs with which he commenced it, prevented his feeing the diffi- 
culties which would have obflrudted its purpofe. It was ftipulated 
hf the agents at Oude, that a body of French troops Ihould land 
on the coaft of Cambay, and marching acrofs the upper part of 
the peninfula, enter the weftern frontier of Oude. Had the Vizier 
made the expeiiment, he would ha^e witne(&d tlie imprafticability 
of the projeA, and the vifionary fdiemes of theie French adven* 
turers. But a miniftry of France, it is to be prefumed, would 
have altogether iqefted the meafure, and have forefeen that the 
attempt of conveying an European force over fo large a traft.of 
country, inhabited by powerful military tribes, who entertain a 
common jealoufy of Europeans, muft have been fruftrated by the 
furrounding impediments. The fa£t which is now related, ftanda 
accompanied with fuch a variety of corroboratii^ proofs, that I 
am induced firmly to believe its authenticity. Shujah-ud-Dowlah 
who felt the force of the Englilh power both in its open and con- 
cealed diredtions, afied confiftently with the ftafion he occupied, 
in endeavouring to remove a preffiire fo galling and difgracefulj 
and had he lived until a later penod, when the EngUlh nation in 
Inffia was encountered by a holt of afiailants, and finking under an 
accumulated load of intelHne calamkies, we might have been le- 
verely pumllied for having too powerfully armed the hands of dus 
prince. His memory, I trait, will not be injured, if I place Shu* 
jah-udpDowlah at the crifis adverted to, amonglt the fbremolt of 

the 
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the enemies of the Englifti > when, to the extent of his abUitles, 
he would probably have been feen making ftrong exertions to wipe 
off his former difgrace, and gratify a private relentment. 

Having marked the more confpicuous outline of the tranfac- 
tions of Shujah-ud'Dowlah, I will clofe it with fome defultory: 
obfervations on his charader. In treating of theperibnal qualities 
of this Prince, it muff be noticed, that th^ pertain to a native of 
Hindoftan, whofe mind, fettered by rehgions prgudices and the 
eflSsfts of a narrowed education, is rarely incited to the {each of 
knowledge. The &me a£tions which are countmanced, and even 
applauded by a Mahometan, would in the European world be often 
'viewed with or fall under a fiwere reprehenfion of the 

Law. Under this prehminaiy lan&ion, it may with juftice be 
iiud, that the Prince who has been the foljeA of tins treatife, pof^ 
lefifed a penetceting underftanding, and an aAive mind. Hie dif« 
pofitkm, when no grand olje£t interpofitd, had a general tendency 
to promote the welfare of his futje^s : and he was always averle 
to a£b of barren cruelty. 

In the year 1765, Shujah>ud-Dowlah*s revenue did not amount 
to mott than one hundred and twoity fkoo&ad pounds, and his 
army had been fi> much reduced by the effects of the defeat at 
Buxar, that it was incapableof defemhng his territory } yet at the 
expiration of ten years, the period of his deatii, he held a domini* 
on which produced a revenue of three hundred and fixty thouland 
pounds } and he maintidned in lus firviee, one hundred thoufimd 
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fighting men. When it is admitted, that in the acquifition of do- 
minion, in maintaining an important ftation amongfl; the dates 
of India, and m the falutary government of his country, this 
Prince dilplaycd an enlarged genius, it mud alfo be allowed, diat 
he derived a real drength, and a large portion of political con- 
fequence, from the intimate connection he had formed with the 
government of Bengal ; over which, he leemed, at one period, 
to have exercifed a prevailing influence. Had Shujah ud-Dowlah 
diflblved his Engliih alliance, the fecurity of his country, and the 
execution of his fchemes, would have chiefly depended on the force 
of his army, and the ability of his officers } for he himfelf was not 
endowed with the genius of a foldier. He wanted that valour, or 
courage, which is ever ihewn in the event of common danger, and 
at every feafon which requires its exertion : but when perfonal 
ftrengtb, or Hull, was to decide the combat, Shujah-ud-D'owlah 
had few equals. He rode, without fear, the mod unruly horfes { 
he would attack with the fword, match-lock, or the bow, in the 
ufe of which weapons he was wonderfully expert, the mod furious 
animal of the field. This fpecies of courage he feems to have ac- 
quired from his fkill in the uie of arms, and in the drength and 
activity of his body. In fituations of indifcriminate danger} as 
in the day of battle, he is laid to have been deficient in the ordi- 
nary exertions of fortitude. Though Shujah-ud-Dowlah was the 
odenfible conductor of the Rohilla war, he evinced throughout 
the campugn a marked pufiUanimity } and in the engagement 

with 



1^4 


f’ORSTER’S TRAVELS, 


with Ha6z Rhamut, who like a brave ibldier had occupied the 
ibremoft rank of the battle, Shujah*ud-Dowlah, iheltering himfetf 
in the rear, is accufed of betraying evident ligns of fear, which 
were not wholly efiaced, until he faw the fevered head of the Ro< 
hilla cluef. 

Like the men of rank in Afla, he was courteous and affable, 
had an infinuating addrefs, and accompliflied manners. Thele 
qualifications, united with a latge well-formed perfon, and a hand- 
ibme countenance, gave him powerful advantages, as well in his 
intercourfe with foreign agents, as in the adminiftration of his own 
government. With a foothing. flow of language he could calm, 
the mofl: outrageous claimants, who though aware of the futility of 
the language, feldom left his prefence but under the impreflion of 
a momentary pleafiire. He had acquired an eztenfive knowledge 
in the practice of every Ipecies of deceit, and he could perform with 
facility every charader that was necelfiiry to conduft the various 
purpofes of delufion or treachery. Though capable of executing 
tile fubtileft fcheme of intrigue, he was fubjeft to occafional emo- 
tions of anger, which have frequently clouded his countenance at 
feafons when they were hoftile to his views. In his family, he 
performed the duties of i mild, indulgent parent, and a kind mafter. 
When an objeft of policy called for pecuniary diftribution, he 
could latilh with a liberal hand ; but generofity did not form a 
fixed part of his difpofition: He was equally rapadous In ac- 
quiring, as fordid in preferring wealth. Shujah-ud-Dowlah*s ex- 
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celTes in venery. which knew no controul, led him to commit 
a£tions derogatory from his Ration, as well as pernicious to his 
health; and even when lus diforder had produced an irrecoverable 
Rage of dlfeafe, he continued to indulge in a promilcuous ufe of 
women. His haram was filled with wives and concubines, to the 
number, it is faid, of dght hundred, from whom were born to 
him fifty children. — ^Mirzah Amany, afterwards entitled Afoff-ud- 
Dowlab, was the ddeR legitimate fon, and fucceeded to the endre 
dominion of Oude without tumult or oppofition. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LETTERS. 
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LETTER IX. 


Bellafpoury 22d February^ 1783. 

DEAR SIR, 

S E F O R E 1 leave our Indian world, let 
me, through you, make an acknowledgment for the many cordial 
marks of friendihip, and the kind afliftance, 1 have received, 
throughout every Aation in the provinces. The gentlemen of 
Bengal have been long noted for their hofpitable condudb to ftran* 
gers i and in mine own inftance, I can teftify that they amply meric 
the commendation. The reward due to a dUpoiition fo happily 
framed, they enjoy to a large extent } they experience thofe heart- 
ielt pleafures which arife from the exercife of humane and liberal 
offices, and which ever txmvej an abundant recomjj^nce for the in- 
conveniencies fuftained in their gratification. — ^Having difchaiged, 
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to the beft of my abtlit}, this iiuUfpenfable duty, 1 pcoceed to give 
you an account of my journey hither. 

On the 8th of February, I left Rampour, and arrived at Mo- 
radabad— ten cofles. This town, landing on the banks of the 
river Ramgunga, is iituated in the Vizier’s country,, which is fepa- 
rated from the diftriSVs of Fyze-ullah, a few miles to the north- 
weft of it, by the river Ramgunga. Moradabad was once a place 
of diftin£Hon j but like many other places which once came under 
that deftription in Hindoftan, is at this day greatly decayed. 
Having frequently feen rupees of the coinage of Moradabad, and 
tbofe of a very general currency, I apprehend that an extenfive 
mint has been eftablilhed at this place. A hot bath is now amongft 
the few remains of its grandeur, in which, with great ceremony, I 
performed the Mahometan ablutions ^ being received amongft my 
new brethren, as a Moghiri officer, employed in the Vizier's 
iervice. 

Early on the next morning, I left Moradabad, and arrived, 
under an intenfely hot fun, at the village of Aumnlah — twelve 
cofles. On the day of my departure from Rampour, I bad a com- 
plete view of the lofty range of northern mountains, whofe fum- 
mits are covered with peipetual fiiows : they extend nearly in a 
parallel from eaft to weft, and ftmn, I Ihould imagine, the north- 
ern barrier between Hindoftan and Thibet. To know the opinion 
of the people concerning this extraoidinary appearance, I enquired 
of a feUow-traveUer, the caule of ft) con^icuoua a whiteneft,. He 
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faid, that it proceeded from a particular fort of clay, with which 
the hills in that quarter were covered. I foon perceived that the 
talk of explaining the real caufe would have been equally arduous 
with an attempt of making him acquainted with the properties of 
the magnetic- needle; fo, exprefling my furprize at the lingular 
quality of the earth,. 1 left him, flattered, no doubt, with the im- 
portance of his communication. The moft ftriking objeA to be 
feen at Aumruah, is the body of a notorious robber, which, fuf- 
pended by the heels from a tree, affords an ufeful fpefkacle of ter- 
ror. Travelling is by no means attended with danger in this part 
of India, as may be proved by my example :* for'in no part of the 
roads from Benares to this place, though chiefly alone, did I meet 
with impediment or ill ufage ; and I fhould hold myfelf guilty of 
an injuftice, did 1 not unrelervedly declare, that the inhabitants 
treated me with civility, and, ufually, with kindnefs. 

On the nth, at Chandpour— ta coflTes. Finding the want 
of a Ibvant fubje£ted me to various inccmveniences, efpecially from 
the dillike of the Serauce keepers to rub down my hor&, which is 
I believe, the only Icruple they enteruun, I took into my lervice an 
old foldier, who by his own dory had been engaged in many a 
fell encounter : nor did his figure bdye it, for amongft the numer- 
ous defperate marks of his profsflion, he bore one on his face which 
had wholly excavated the t%ht eye. 

On the nth, at the village of Burtoo— twelve coflfes. This 
place affords no- pubUc accommodation for palTengers r but the 
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pompous language of the old warrior, who entitled me a Moghul 
officer of the Vizier’s, going to join the army then forming againft 
the Sicques, procured a hofpitable reception ; nor did he fail to 
reap the advantage of our borrowed charaAer. 

On the latb, at Najebabad — eleven colTes. Najeb-ud-Dow- 
lah,* who built tlus town, faw that its fituation would facilitate 
the commerce of Kaihmire, whidi having been diverted from its 
former channel of Lahore and Dehli, by the inroads of the Sicques, 
Mahrattas, and Afghans, took a courfe through the mountains at 
the head of the Punjab, and was introduced into the Rohilla coun- 
try through the Ldl Dong paTs. This inducement, with the delire 
of eftablidung a mart for the Hindoos of the adjacent mountains, 
probably influenced the choice of this Ipot ; which otherwife is not 
favorable for the lite of a capital town, being low, and flirrounded 
with fwampy grounds. About a year after the death of this chief, 
the fort of Najeb Ghur, which is contiguous to the town, was 
attacked hy the Mahrattas, who had compelled Shah Alum, the 
reigning emperor, to accompany thdr array. The garrilbn made 
a gcfod idefence, and would n<A, tt is fald, have fiirrendered, had 
ZalMtth Khan, the ion o(f Nt^b*iidyDowlab, then lying in the 
ndghbourhood with a refpe^lfle force, moved to its affiftance. 
But without ofiering to face the enemy, or throw any relief into 
the fort, he crofled the Ganges, end flmght iheker in Ghous Ghur« 

* The chief who has been already awntioiied in the Rohilla tiaft. 
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Since that period* or rather fince the death of its /ounder, Najeba- 
bad has fallen frofn its former importance, and Teems now chiefly 
upheld by the languilhing trade of Kaflimire. 

A SMALL karavanferah, the only one in the place, being occu- 
pied, I thought myfelf fortunate in getting admittance into a 
cook's (hop, where kabaubs * and Hewed beef were drefled in fa- 
vouiy tafte, and all the news-mongers, idlers, politicians, and dif- 
banded foldiers, of the quarter, refort. WhilH I was eating my 
inels, a boy came in and alked, if any travellers were going to 
jumbo or Kaflimire, as the kafilah f would depart on the next 
day. On enquiring particularly into the date df tlus Intelligence, 
I learned, tiiat about one hundred muks, laden with raw (ilk, and 
cotton cloths, and ordinary callicoes, for the Jumbo f market, 
had already moved to the Ikirts of the town. Having been fur- 
hhhed with a letter to a banker at Najeb Ghur, who has the ge- 
neral charge of difpatching kafilahs, 1 was introduced by him to 
the merchants, who received me without hefltation. When in- 
terrogated on the Tcote of my buflnefs, I defcribed myfelf as a Turk, 
going to Kalhmire to purchale (hauls. The Turkilh language 
being in thele parts wholly unknown, and as traders of vanous 
nations oAen carry into Kidhmire bills, or fpecie only, my (lory 

* Mmt minced and drefled in the .manner of what culinary language calls, y)r.r/- 
WMS AM i but dahtiid, in a general Tenfe, is any roafted food. 

f Karavan.— it the term peculiar to India and Perfia. 

} A town fituata about 200 miles to the S. E. of Kalhmire. 
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ebtuned a general credit. After a mature confideration of the 
perfonal quaUties of my fervant> which, poor fellow, had been 
much impaired by time and adverfe fortune th^ were condemned 
as altogether unfit for the fen^ that lay before us } and one of 
the palTengers ill-naturediy obfenred, that a man Ihould have all 
his eyes about him who attempted to penetrate into Kalhmire. 
To fill up this vacancy, ( for dreading the difficuldes of the journey, 
he himfelf exprefled a relu6tance to proceed), I had the good for- 
tune to obtain a Kafhmirian, who was at all points qualified for 
my purpofe. He had traveUod through a great part of In(jfia and 
Afghaniftan, and 1 loon dilcovered, that tqgedier with an infinite 
refource in every efflbarraflment, he pr^efl^ a fond of curious 
hiftory, which he did not fail to embellilh with a large (hare of 
humour and vanity. But 1 will fum up his eulogy, and at once 
tell you that he was, take him for all in all, one of the heft lervanta 
I had ever known j and could I have acqmred the art of qualifying 
a rather too redundant lhare of acidity and warmth of dilpofition, 
he would Iiave proved a treafure to me. Being well vei'fed in all 
the fcheme of an Indian journey, he made the neceflary prepara- 
tions, and todc on him every trouble } lb I could now freely in- 
dulge my pleafures, which centred chiefly in hearing and telling 
fliories, and fmoaking my pipe. 

On the J 4 tb, at Ramnaghur-^nine cofles. This village is in 
ruins, but having a large well of water, it is ufoally made the firift 
northern halting place from Vajzibabad.' 


On 
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On the 15th, at Lall Dong— dght colTes. Theftation where 
Fyze>ullah, as has been noticed, took poft after the Rohilla bat- 
tld — Lall Dong is the northern limit of this fide of the Vizier’s 
territory, which is feparated from Siringnaghur by a rivulet. A 
detention at this place for the adjuftment of fome kaiilah accounts, 
gives me an opportunity of drawing a Iketch of the furrounding ob- 
je 61 s, and the (economy of a karavan. 

The country from Najeb Ghur to this frontier is chiefly a 
waflie, over-run with low wood, and is ill fupplied with water, 
there being none in the fpace from Ramnaghur to the neighbour- 
hood of Lall Dong. The inhabitants fay, ^ that in the time of 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the land now overgrown with wood, was a 
cultivated plam ; but fuch is the precarious Rate of the native ter- 
ritories of Hindoftan, from the inert dilpolition which, with little 
deviation, pervades the body of the people, that its welfare muft 
laigely depend on the ability and executive talents of one man j 
and. a fucccflion of able rulers, being a rare event in the luRory of 
nations, we are not to wonder at the ruinous Rate into which 
many of the moR valuable provinces of HindoRan have fallen. 
But on the other hand, the efforts of an a6tive prince, are ever 
followed by rapid fuccefs. Habitations aw at a moderate expence 
fpeedily eredted, and the implements of agriculture are of fo Ample 
and eafy a couRrudtion, that moR hufbandmen, with a very fm. U 
help of an artificer, can make their own machines. 

The greateR extent of plain, and that was limited, lying on 
Voi. I, B b the 
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the north fide of the rivulet, the kafilah encamped on the Siring'- 
naghur quarter, where we were all leen bufily engaged iu preparing 
for the enfuing journey of three days, which lay through a foreft. 
The weather during the day, growing now extremely hot, it wa» 
necefiary to provide Ibme covering in fublritute of a tent. I there- 
fore made a purchafe of a large black kummul, or blanket, which 
being flantingly extended over a flight bamboo frame, compofed 
of a ridge pole upheld by two fiipporters, and faflened below by 
fmall pins, formed a commodious and portable lod^ng. My bag- 
gage, correlponding with the ftrength of my horfe, was eompoled 
of athin mattrafs, a quilt, a canvas portmanteau, contrining a few 
ihifts of linen, which fupplied allb the place of a pillow, and the 
aforementioned kummul. Thefe neceflaries, with an oil bag car- 
ried by the Kaflimirian, afiForded a fuflicient accommodation j nor 
fliould any perlbn travelling in my manner, have more equipage* 
A larger will raiie unfavorable conjeflures, and fuljedl; lum to fre- 
quent inveftigation, delay, and taxes. 

On the aad, the kafilah moved, and penetrating fix coflles, 
through the mountains, by a north-weft courfc, halted for the 
benefit of its water, near a fmall ftream. In this day*^s journey, I 
had many occafions of feeing tliat our mules * were fliong and 
fine-footed. It was wonderful to obferve the eafe and dexterity 
with which theie animals, heavily laden, clambered up fteep and 

• They ate brought into the northero puts of Indie» &om Afghuifian. 

rugged 
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rugged paths. The proprietors of the goods, chiefly refidents of 
Benares, Lucknow, and Furruckabad, had appointed agetits to 
accompany the kafilah, who are not the ultimate venders of the 
merchandize, but contra6): to deliver it, and pay the different du« 
ties at fome defined mart. To flielter the packages from the in< 
clemency of the weather, a fmall complement of tents is provided, 
as it rarely happens that a kafllah halts at any inhabited place. A 
plentiful fupp]/ of water, and a plain for the accommodation of 
the cattle, is all tliat is fought for. The carriers fay alfo, that a 
plain more cffeflually fecures them againft theft. 

On the 23d, proceeded 9 coffes further in<;o the foreff, and 
halted near a large water couiie. This day an occurrence hap- 
pened which involved me in a ferious difiiculty. The intenle heat 
of the weather, and the fatigue of walking ov& a traA of deep 
fand, induced me, after palling it, to indulge in my pipe. During 
tins regale, which I enjoyed under the Ihade of a tree, the kafilah 
had gone out of fight. The ground in front being thickly covered 
with leaves, no appearance of a road was dilcernible} and my 
horfe, when I mounted, was fo much alarmed, that he would not, 
but vinth great reluctance, move in any direction. Whether the 
animal, from any inltinCtive power, perceived the embarraflinent 
jof our fituation, or that its organs of fmell were fenfible of the 
efliuvia which is emitted from the body of molt wild beafls, I will 
not prefiime to determine : though I was induced.to alcribe its 
agitation to the firft caule, hawng been once placed in a fimilar 

B b 2 fituation. 
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fituation, with the difference, that no animals of prey, or of the 
large fize, were in the neighbourhood. After traverfing the foreft 
in various direffiors without perceiving the appearance of tra6)i or 
habitation, or the veftige of any creature, except great quantities 
of elephants dur g, I, at length, fell into a narrow path, which 
leading through a long fpace of woody defart, brought me to a- 
village } whence the people with much kindnefs condudlied me to> 
our halting place; 

On the 24th, at Jumah, a few fcattered houfes — fourcoffes-.. 
This hamlet lies within a mile of the Ganges, which, there, has: 
nearly a fouthem courfe, and is about two hundred yacds broad ; 
with a depth of water from ten to fifteen feet. About half a mile 
below the place of paffage, is a bed of rocks, extending from the 
eaft fide more than half way acrols the river, on which the ftreanv 
breaks with .fome force. The Ganges doth not here, as in your 
more happy land, roll its tide through a country fpread with fertile 
plains and populous villages, whofe inhabitants live in peace and 
plenty. Here, a thick gloomy foreft, tenanted only by the beafts 
of the field, Ikirts it on the eaftem fide ; and on the other, an 
uncultivated flat, over-run with low wood. 

On the 25th, crofled the river at the ferry of Nackerghaut, 
which is about twelve miles above Hurdwar } the kafilah being to 
remain fome days at Jumah, I quitted it, and, accompanied byr 
the Kalhmirians, 1 joined a linall par^ of merchants carrying 
cotton to the town of Nhan. The officer ftationed on the weftem 

fide 
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fide of the Ganges for the collection of cuftoms, laid me under a 
contribution of two rupees j alledging, that as I feemed to travel 
much at my eafe, I muft be well enabled to pay that fum. It was 
to little purpofe urging that I did not polTefs any property on which 
duties could be collected, or the juftice of levying a tax on a tra- 
veller. My argument was held wholly inadmilfible, and that of 
the cultom-houfe officer being fupported by a party of match- lock 
men, I gave up, with decent refignation, the unequal conteft. 
When the long roll of galling taxes impofed on other nations, 
efteemed more enlightened and humane than the mountdneers of 
Siringnaghur, is ednfidered, we (hall probably i\ot jijdge the meafure 
rigorous, which obliges thofe riding at their eafe to contribute to 
the relief of a ftate that affords a fafeguard to thdr perfons by its 
falutary government. 

On the £ 6 th, arrived at the village of Khalfawala—fevea 
cofTes. The kafilah halted this day on a pleafimt green plain ad- 
joining to the village, and fkirted by a . wood, through which a 
tranfparent ftream flowed in many a winding channel. From its 
alluring appearance, though the weather was cold, I was induced 
to bathe $ and to prevent interruption, I ftrayed into the thickefi 
part of the wood, which 1 found abounding in peacocks, and a 
variety of other birds, one of which refembled the common fowl, 
but of a fmaller fize, and of very aCrive flight. 

On the 28th, at Dayrah, the refitknee of the deputy of the 
Siringoa^ur rajah This finail town, wluch is populous and 
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neatly built, may be called the capital of the lower dlvlfion * of 
Siringnaghur, which Includes a Ipace of level country lying between 
a clialn of fcattered hills on the fouth, and the larger range of 
northern mountains. The Sicques have an unreftralned accefs 
into thefe parts through the fouthern hills, which are broken by 
fmall valleys j and, fearing no oppollilon from Zabitah Khan, 
they can at pleafure penetrate into the lower diftrlfts of Siringna- 
ghur. The chief refides at a town bearing the common name of 
the territory, which lyes, I am informed, about one hundred miles 
to the north, and by the eaft of Lall Dong. The inadlivity of 
the prefent rajah has enabled the Sicques to exadl from this 
country a regular tribute.*!* Of what fuperior courage and re- 
iburce was that cluef of Siringnaghur, who, in defiance of Au« 
rungzebe, the moft powerful prince of his time, protedied the fon { 
of Dara, brother of the emperor, and his deadly foe, regardlefs of 
every menace. But he fell to the facra fames auri, the moft de- 
ftrudtive evil, roy friend, which Pandora’s box let loofe upon the 
fons of man. It hath often armed the fon agalnft the father, hath 
fown diflention in the marriage bed, and broken the tye of honour,! 
and the bonds of frienddup. 

To adjuft the account of the Siringnaghur cuftoms, the kafi- 
lah halted until the 15th, when we proceeded to Kheyn&poor-^ 

* It is called the ituu, or low countrj. 

f Said to be four thouliuid rupees aimualijr. 

t See Benier's account of Sipaht Shefco’i retreat into Siriognaghiir. 
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ten coflb. At this place, I faw two Sicque horfenaen, who had 
been ient from their country to receive the Stringnaghur tribute, 
which is collected from the revenue of certain cuftom-houfes. 
From the manner in which thefe men were treated, or rather 
treated themfelves, I fiequentiy wiflied for the power of migrating 
into the body of a Sicque for a few weeks — fo well did thefe 
cavaliers fare. No fooner had they alighted than beds were 
provided for their Vepofe, and their horles were fuppiied with 
green barley pulled out of the field. The kafilah travellers were 
contented to lodge on the ground, and exprefled their thanks for 
permifiion to purchale what they required ; — fuch is the dif- 
ference hetwem thole who were in, and thole who were out of 
power. 

On the 6th of March croffcd the Jumna, and halted on the 
weftem banks •— eig^t cofies. It flows with a clear ftream to 
the fouth-eaft, and has about the lame breadth with the Ganges.* 
Fifli abound in this part of the Jumna, as I myfelf faw } but I 
befieve the adjacent inhabitants do not ule any means of catch- 
ing them. No cultivation is leen in the vicinity of the Jumna, 
though a fpacious plain extends on the wefliern fide, and might be 
watered without much difficulty from the river. The Siringna^ 
ghur territory, which here terminates, is bounded on the north 
and the norfli-eaft, by the diftiifts of independent Hindoo Rahahs j, 

* It it to be noticed, that 1 crolled theft rivers at the ftaftn of their loareft ebb. 
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on the fouth, by Oude; on the weft and north-weft, by the 
Jumna ; and the fouth-weft, by the dominions of the Sicques. 
From Lall Dong to the Ganges, the country forms with little in- 
terruption a continued chain of woody hills. The elephant, 
which abounds in theft forefts, but of a lize and quality inferior 
to that found in the Chittagong and Malay quarters, is here only 
valued for its ivory. From tlie Ganges to the Jumna, the road 
lies through an extenfive valley, of a good ftil, but thinly inha- 
bited, and interlperftd with wood. The food of the people is 
wheaten bread and peaft, the latter bang ufually made into a foup ; 
and, believe me, that in the courft of my life I never eat a meal 
with a higher relilh. Vigorous health, indeed, daily labour, and 
a clear air, will recommend to the appetite worft things than 
wheaten cakes and peaft-fbup. The attempt to alcertain the re- 
venue of a country in which I have been fo curfory a fcjoumer, 
would be prefumptuous, I will therefore generally fay, that Sir- 
ingnaghur is computed to give an annual produce of about twenty 
lacks of rupees. The officer on the weftem fide of the Jumna, 
taxed me in the fum of two rupees ; alledg^ng, that being merdy 
a paflenger, and unconnected with any traffic from which an 
advantage would arift to the country, that 1 was taxable in 
xnyftlf. The lame argument bong held as at the Siringnaglmr 
pafs, and efteeming myftlf fortunate at falling under no minuter 
notice, I paid the fine with ple^re. 

On the yth, at Karidah— dght oofles : and on the 8tb, at 
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Coleroon— feven cofles,— hamlets of a fewhoules. Here two 
Kalhmirians, a SuiialTee,* myfelf and fervant, quitted the kahlab, 
and on the 9th, arrived at Nhan*— eight coflfes; the refidence of 
Hie chief of a territory of the fame name ; and who on the day of 
our ariival, made a public entry into the town after a long abfence. 
A divilion of the Nban country extends to the fouthward of the 
head of the Punjab, and bordering the country of the Sicques, they 
agreeably to a conduct obferved with all their weaker neighbours, 
took poffelfion of it. The Rajah armed himfelf to recover the 
diftri£fs in queHion, but after a defultory warfare in which he ac- 
tjuired much military credit, he was obliged^ to fue for peace; nor 
were the conquered lands reftored until he contented to remit a 
tribute of two thoufand rupees to a certain Sicque chief. This 
fum you will doubtlefs deem trifling, and it is fo in your country, 
where Ipecie is plenty, and the mode of living conformably 
luxurious and extravagant. But amongft thefe mountaineers, 
whole manners are rude and Ample, urho feek for little elfe than 
the neceflaries of life, which are produced to them in great abun- 
dance, this amount is important, and to colle£); it, requires even 
oppreflive exertion. 

Ths inhabitants, and the foreign merchants of the town, were 
laid under a fevere contribution for the maintenance of this war ; 

* The name of a Hindoo tribci chiefly compofed of mendicants ; though I have 
feen a SunaiTee conducing an cxtenflve commerce. 
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and the chief having now difcovered the weight whidi the people 
can bear, it is probable that he will continue to reap the benefit of 
the impoft, though the caufe is removed. The Rajah of Nhan 
made an entry^ into hts capital, not as Alexander entered Babylon, 
but with fome dozen horfemen, forrily clad, and very flenderly 
mounted. Had they indeed been better equipped, both themfelves 
and horlbs would have Ihewn to little advantage, after clambering 
up at leaft fix miles of a fteep mountain, on the fummit of which 
the fmall, though neat, town of Nhan ftands. This chief, a 
handfome young man, of a bright olive complexion, and taller 
than the middle fize, was dreffed in a veil of yellow filk, and a 
red turban j and he was armed- with a-fabre, a bow, and a qmver 
of arrows. Though he has made them groan with exadions, he 
is a great favourite of the people. But he is young and bravo, 
and he liberally diibur fes what he extorts. The joy invariably ex- 
prefix by the crouds who came to congratulate his fafe return,, 
gave me a fenfible pleafiire. They ialuted him without nolle or 
tumult, by an inelinadon of the body, and toudiing the head with 
the right hand} haihng him at the &me time dieir father and pio>. 
tefkor. The chief, whilft paifing, fpoke to them in terms afiec^* 
tionate and interefting, which, like a ftroke of magick, feemed in 
an inftant to erafe every trace of grievance. Sudr were the advan>> 
tages which pleafing manners and a liberality of temper, joined to 
the other alluring qualities of a fotdier, gave to this prince } and 
will, unfortunately for th^ filths, give to every prince of fimilar 
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todowments on the face of the earth. Would it not be more 
productive of the welfare of mankind, that inftead of thele clin> 
quant virtues, a defpotic ruler poflelTed a dilpofition thoroughly 
impregnated with vice ; that with his tyranny, he united cowardice 
and envy, avarice and arrogance ? The fubjeCts of fudt a prince, 
would be the fooner impelled to break the difgraceful yoke, and 
by a fuccefsful example, promote the general caufe of dvil liberty. 

A spEciiis of fafcination I find has now caught me, and I 
cannot quit the ground without introducing on it, which I do 
with a profound reverence for his memory, and entreating forgive- 
nefs of his (hade for clalfing him in fuch company, 'the illuftrious 
Julius Cxfar, who may be quoted to confirm the truth of the 
foregoing pofition. Cato’s fuppofed reflexion on the character of 
this hero, concludes with imprecating h'ls virtues, for they had 
ruined his country. No faCt of ancient or modern hiftory, has, 
perhaps, given more literary pleafure, than the life of Csefar } nor 
perhaps is any record of the ancient annals better authenticated. 
Had that great man rellored with peace, the liberty of his country j 
had Csefar cheriihed the fire of the Roman fenate, he would have 
had no parallel on earth. Yet, “ if Csefar did wrong, he fuf- 
“ fered grievoufly for it.” — An exemplary humanity, of rare 
growth in his day, was the native virtue of Csefar, and is ever the 
genuine attendant of a great foul. The humute exercife of power 
throws even a luftre on characters that elfe would deferve our re- 
proach } ^but it adorns the foldier with unfullied radiancy, and. 
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imparts to his laurels a bloom^ which otherwiie are viewed witli 
horror, and exhibit only a badge of cruelty and rapine. 

On the rath, at noon, I left Nhan,.and that evening halting 
at the village of Salcannah, fituate at the bottom of the hill, and 
foin* cofles diilant from the town. .In this quarter I firft faw, fince 
1 left Europe, the fir tree,* and the willow, which, as in our 
country, delights in hanging over a ftream. From the top of the 
Nhan hill, the plains of Sirhend prefent a wide profpe^l to the 
Ibuth-eafi, fouth, and fouth-weft r the view to the northward i» 
terminated at a fliort diftance by fnowy mountains. Little danger 
being now incurred from travelling in fmall bodies, as the moun- 
tains compofe a barrier againft the depredations of the Sicques or 
ether marauders, our party from this place to Bellafpour was 
fmall. To alTiA my fervant 1 had entertained a Kaflim’frian . trader 
in Imall wares, who accompanied me from Najeb Ghur; -and he 
was at all times a uleful and a plealant companion. 

On the i 3 ^th. at Sudowra — twelve cofles } a village on a higb 
hill of ileep afeent. The road this day led through a woody and 
mountainous country, abounding, we were told, with a variety of 
wild beads. A tygec had newly marked our path with the im- 
preflion of his fset, and being then informed that this creature al- 
ways attacks animals in preference to men, I immediately dif- 
motinted, and led my poor little boric. The tyger, and I believe 

* That ipccies of it called the Scots fir. 
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generally, the feline Ipecies, polTeis bat a fmall (hare of courage, 
and feldom openly feizes'its prey; but, lurking in concealment, 
attacks by furprife, and if unfuccefsful deals away into a hiding 
place without returning to the onfet ; and, in contradidinftion to 
the canine fpecies, whofe great drength lies in the jaw, the feline 
ftrike their prey with the fore feet and talons. It is faid that a 
tyger having once tailed human flelli, becomes fond of it, and 
gratifies his appetite when it can be done without encountering 
any confpicuous danger. Yet it would appear, that aH animals 
have a dread of man, which proceeding from the novelty of his 
appearance, or perhaps fome inftin^live fear of his powers of 
offence, prompts them, when not furious with hunger, to fliun 
the conted. — This evening, I was comfortably lodged in the front 
of a Hindoo retail (hop, where an excellent mefs of peafe and 
wheaten cakes was ferved up to us. Pray excufe me for noting, 
this domefiic concern, which is to me of great moment ; for by 
fuch wholefome meals, my ftrength was unimpaired, and my daily 
progrefs made with vigour. Covered quarters during the night 
was what we anxiouily fought after, but did not always obtain. 
The Hindoos, though faofpitably difpofol to travellers, are averfe 
to admitting Mahometans, whom they hold unclean, into any part 
of their houfes. 

On the 14th, at Lawafah — fix cofles; — a few fcattered 
houfes. This day’s journey confided in climbing deep moun- 
tmns, and though my Uttle horfe was as aftive as a goat, I was 

obliged. 
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obliged, from thealmoft perpendicular height, to walk the greateft 
part of the way. For the benefit of fuch travellers who may come 
within your knowledge, and be difpofed to purfue my track, you 
muft Inform them that the lhop>keeper at Lawafah is a great 
rogue, a noify wrangler, and mixes a great quantity of barley 
with his wheat>meal. As he is the only man of his profeifion 
in the place, there is no remedy for the evil but laying in a ftook 
at Sudowra, where they will find honeft treatment, and lodging 
to boot. Though it is not very probable that this recommenda- 
tion will be of material ufe to the honeft man at Sudowra, yet I 
feel a pleafure in mentioning his goodnefs to me. 

On the 15th at Coultie — nine cofles; — two or three Mat- 
tered houfes. The Nhan country is bounded here by the fmall 
diftriA of Bqjepour, which depends on the Bellafpour chief. — On 
the i6th, halted on the bank of a nulla — feven cofies. Met on 
the road a Kalhmirian family, confifting of a goldfmith, his wife, 
and fome children, who were travelling to fome town on the bor- 
ders of Thibet, when: they intended to fettle. 

On the 17th, ac Kunda, a fmall village— eight cofies, and 
about five miles to the north-weft of Durmpour, the refidence of 
the chief of a fmaJI diftri£t, generally fubjefit to the authority of 
the Bellafpour government. At Durmpour I pud a duty of two 
rupees for pafiing roy horfe 

On the 13th, at Gowrah -tune cofies. I halted during the 
heat of the day near a water mill, the firft I had feen in India. 

It was 



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. to; 

It was con^n'.6)ed on the principle of the like machine in Europe, 
but of more limple mechanifm and coarfer workmanlhip. About 
two o'clock in the morning, I obferved an eclipfe of the moon, 
the body of which continued partially (haded for near two hours. 
In the evening, our little party went to a farmer’s cottage, where 
we folicited permiflion to lodge our baggage, and to deep under 
one of his llieds. The farmer candidly faid, looking (ledfaftly in 
my face, which he feemed not to like, that he was apprehenlive that 
an out-lide lodging would not fatisfy us. It was with much difll- 
culty he would believe that we had (ought his houfe only for (belter, 
and it was not until the Kalhmirian had (hewn him fome fmall 
wares for fale, that we were fufFered to occupy the front of his 
houfe. The di(lri£ts of Hundah and Gowrah, are denominate 
the Barrah Tukrah.* being certain portions of territory bequeathed 
by a chief of Bellafpour to his younger fon, fome fifty years ago. 
Thefe petty Rates are ill governed, and it is only among them that 
the traveller, from the Ganges to Ka(hmire, incurs the ri(k of 
being jnllaged. 

On the 19th, at the Village of Tayanaghur — ten codes. On 
the 20th, at Bellalpour— twelve codes, the refidence of the Ranee 
or female ruler of the Kalour territory. This town dands cn the 
fouth>ea(t fide of the Setloud or Suiludge, the molt eafierly of the 
five rivers, from wluch the name of Punjab f is given to the tra£l of 

* A term in the Hinduee, fignifying twelve portions. 

<t A Feifian word, fignifying five waters. 

country 
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country extending from Sirhend to the Indus. The Setloud» a 
very rapid dream, is at this place about one hundred yards broad. 
Bellafpour is a well built town, and exhibits a regularity not often 
feen in thefc parts. The dreets are paved, though rather roughly } 
and the houfes, condru£led of done and mortar, have a neat ap- 
pearance. Kalour is bounded to the northward by the Kangrah 
didri£t8 ; to the cadward by a large tra6t of country called Buf- 
ieer } to the fouthward by Nhan j and to the wedward by the 
Punjab } and its revenue is faid to amount to twelve lacks of 
rupees. On my arrival at Bellafpour, I found the Ranee engaged 
in a war with the chief of Kangrah, on the limits of whofe country 
her army was then encamped. It may not edify or perhaps enter- 
tmn you to know the cau(e of this fell difpute, which however 
had taken fuch podelfion of the minds of the mountaineers, and 
to them was fo important an event, that they leemed to think the 
hills and foreds of Bellafpour the feat of univerfal war. The 
fiege of Troy, and the condi6ks on the Scamander, would have 
appeared as mere Ikirmifhes to thefe fylvan heroes ; and they pro- 
bably would have allowed no other d^ree of comparilon, than 
that women were the cauie of them both. But as I myfelf became 
involuntarily intereded in their dory, and having little other 
matter to communicate, I am induced to intrude a Iketch of it on 
your patience. 

To deduce this eventful matter ah ovo, I mud call your atten- 
tion to the Days of Acbar, who is fmd to have been the fird Maho- 
metan 
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metan prince who reduced the northern mountains of Hindoftan 
to the obedience of the empire. Towards the northern limit of 
Kalour, is a Rrong hold on an eminence, called the Kote Kan- 
grab, the redudion of whidi detained Acbar, who commanded the 
expedidon in perfon, a whole year, according to the tradition of 
this quarter. To reward one of his officers who had fignalized 
faimfelf in thb liavice, he beftowed on him the captured fort, with 
a confiderable fpace of adjacent territory. The defcendants of this 
chief who are of the Sheah’s feft of Mahometans, continued in 
the pofleffion until the prefent period, when the Rajah of Kangrah, 
on fome pretence, laid the diftri£l;s wafte, and beliq;ed the fort. 
Unable himfelf to repel the Enemy, the Mahometan folicited the 
aid of the Bellal^ur Ranee, who with the ij)irit of a hermne, af- 
forded fpeedy and vigorous fuccour to her neighbour, whofe caule 
ihe has already revenged by plundering and deftroying almoft 
every village of Kangrah j the chief of which . now vainly aflerts, 
that the Ranee, feeing his country deftitute of defence, fcizedi 
under the colour of affiRing her ally, the occafion of augmenting 
her own power. 

HAtTED on the 21ft and 22d, at Bellafpour. Thefe wars 
did not a little derange our meafure of progreR, efpecially as there 
was attached to the Kangrah army, through which we muR ne- 
eeflarily pafs, a body of Sicques, who had imprelfed, with a lively 
terror, even this lequeRered r^ion. The two KaRimirians, now 
Voi. I. D d my 
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my only «flbciatef» were averie to any motion until we ihoold be 
rnnforced, After much entreaty they coniented to accompany me 
to the Bellafpoor camp, where the prohalnlity of meeting pafleiw 
gen going to the northward, they were oUiged to confeii, wai 
greater than in the town. But to a rooted indolence, the common 
want of enterprize prefidea over all the aftioni of an Inchan { and 
here let me observe, that our pmdpal fuperiority over them, will 
largely confift in attacking this weak fide. The prompt decifion 
of our councils, the vigour of aflion, muft in every conteft with 
them eommand fuccefs. This conftitutional inaftivity and lan- 
guor of the mind, have been farthw promoted by the creed of pro* 
deftination, and aftrology. A nunute attention is (hewn by the 
natives of India to certain days, houn, and minutes. On the 
comniencement of any fervice, or in the performance of even the 
ordinary duties of life, their eondudl is regulated I 7 the immediate 
period) and ihould the calculator ^fcover a reluAancy, or defire 
of delay in his empU^er, or apprdiend that his own reputation 
might fufiSir in the event, he ufually lays a bar on the undertaking. 
Over fuch men what advantage do we not polTcfs 1 Yet in ibme 
of the late military tranfaftions of India, wi; have weakened pur 
chum to thofe natural and acquired powers, which Englilh Ibldiers 
in moil; of their aftions have difplayed in this country. Do not mif- 
conftrue the tendency of this digreflion, and mark me as an abet- 
tor of the incurfions and depredations which we are occafionally 

ufed 
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vied to make on die lands of onr nnghbonrs. Onr conduA to 
one * of them has been as unjuft as it was unwift, nor do 1 know 
whethor to attribute the ftivounible condufion of the event f to 
good f(Mtune» or to the folly of our enenues. 

On the evening of the 23d, crofted in a ferry-boat, the Setloud, 
a narrow deep and rajMd river, full of windings, and halted at a 
fmall village oppofite to Bellafpour, though the diftance from the 
ferry was nearly two miles from the town. A Tumboo-lhaU ka- 
filah had encamped on the north fide of the town on its way to 
Dehli and Ludmow, with the proprietors of which, or rather 
thdr agents, I formed an acquaintance ; and through their influence 
vrith the coUeAor of the cuftoms I was permitted to pafs without 
obftade. This afliftance was the more opportune, as the BdlaA 
pour government is deemed jealous and opprelfive. The colleAor 
extended his fevour even to a length that I had not expeded, for 
he not only expedited my paiTage through the Bellafpour diftiids, 
but gave me a recommendatory letter to his brother, who was the 
manager of the Kangrah cuftom houfe. The\>eopIe of the Tum- 
boo kafilah were defirous of knowing my ftory, and you alfo, per- 
haps, would wifti to be informed of the prefent one, certun parts 
of which, on hearing thtt the Tuikiih language was fpoken by a 
perlbn of the party, I compiled for the ufe of the day. God only 

* The Mthfitttt 

t The convencion of Wirgaum, which covered us with dirgraccs 

D d a knows, 
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knows, my friend, what a varied multipUciiy of fidiions I have 
formed in the comfe of this journey : and I have to Ripplicate lua 
pardon for the fabrication, as well as to hope for your acqulefience 
in the neceflity. The tenor of my ftory lets forth, that 1 was by 
Urth a Turk, and had come when young to Incha, where I was 
taken into the houle of a peribn of diftinftion who had brought 
me up. That from ray long refidenee in In& I had forgotten 
my native language, and that my profeffion had been chiefly that 
of a foldier, which quitting on a difgufl, I had coUeded my little 
prop^y and become a travelUng merchant. The ftory, not very 
complex, pc^e^ plaufibility fufficient to procure common bdief, 
and 1 myfelf had entered lb wannly into its fpirit, that I b^an 
to believe it. I mull here inform you, that having been Ren two 
or three times writing on the road, 1 was told by one of the paf^ 
lengers that k was an European cuftom, and a very ulelefi one. 
The remark alarmed me, but I told him without much hefitation, 
that I had been always accullomed to write roy current expence% 
that at the end of the year 1 mi^t afcertUB' the amount, and not 
exceed my income. My remarks were ufually noted in a rude Per- 
flan chara&er, but wbilll 1 was writing an Englilh letter from 
this place, a Ralhnurian who was fitting near me, and who had 
formerly ferved on beard one of our country Ihips, obferved, that 
1 wrote from the left to the right in the European manner : but on 
being told that the Turks ufed the fame method, he feemed fatis- 
fied. From an inattentioa to otic of the forms of my new chiU 

rafler. 
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rafter, instead of fitting down, as the Afiatics invariably do in the 
poformance of urinal evacuation, 1 ufed occafionally to ftand up- 
right j and bring leverely reprehended for this uncleahlinefs, I al- 
ledged that the habit was not uncommon amongft fiddlers, who 
from the hurry of lervice, and their diflipated courfe of life, 
make many deviations from the rules of decorum. But the want 
of penetration, or the good humour in which we Uved t(^ther, 
has prevented my companions frpm Imng through my difguife, 
which I now enteruun fanguine hopes of preferving to the end of 
my journey. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your’s, &c. &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER X. 


Nourpoury 1783. 

DEAR SIR, 

On the 22d of taft month, I had the plea- 
fure of defcribing to you my journey from Lall Dong to Bellaf- 
pour, and I can now with pleafure fay, that unhurt by the de- 
ques, tygers, or thieves, I am fafely lodged in Nourpour, the prin- 
cipal town of a diftr.i£l: of the fame name. From the weftern bank 
of the Setloud, we proceeded on Uie 24th of March to the village 
of Comour Hattee, eight cofles. An Hattee, which in the language 
of this country lignifies reUul (hop, affords the beff accommodation 
for a traveller, and I alw iys endeavoured to make one my lialting 
place. There 1 procured \\heat, wheat-meal, peafe, and ghee,* of 
which my common fare is compofed, and by the applying in civil 
terms, the (hop keeper commonly indulged me with the uie of the 
front part of his iliop. 

0:t the Z5th, in the BellaQxiur army — ten coITes. It will not 
demand the pen of Homer to deferibe the different powers which 

* Butter bo'hd^ i.i which fiace it ia always ufed for culinary puipofcs in Indip* 

formed 
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formed this camp; their ftrength, the names and characters of 
their leaders, or the fituation of the ground which they occupied : 
fuifice it to fay, that about 300 horles, and 8000 foot-men, armed 
'with match>lock$, fwoids, fpears, and clubs, were huddled t(^thef 
on two fides of a hill, in a deep Rate of confufion and filth. Having 
I'efided for the fpace of four months in this fpot under fmall Iheds 
made of the boughs of trees, you will naturally fuppole, that the 
effects refulting from the fituation could neither have been plea- 
fant or fiilutary. In all, were four very ordinary tents, one of which 
was occupied by the generaliffimo, a brother, and I believe an elder 
one, of the late chief of Bellafpour } for the order of fuccellion in the 
line of primc^niture, is not at this day ftriCUy adhered to in India, 
either amongft the Hindoos, or Mahometans. . This perfonage, 
from age, being incapable of- performing any aCUve duty, had ap- 
pmnted a younger brother to the executive command. The Ranee, 
with her fbn, a youth of about ten years of age, and a fiivourite 
Sunnaflee, had retired during the war to an adjacent fort, where 
Ihe directed the general operation of the war. Haring entered thus 
far into the hiftory of Bellafpour, 1 will proceed to explsun fome 
parts the ftory of this lady, which as they tend to place female 
conduce in a diftinguifhed point of view, I embrace the occafion 
vrith pleafure. And here pemut me to declare with a fervent fin- 
cerity, and an htmonraUe fenfe of the dignity of charaAer to 
which 1 afpire, that I am a zerious friend of women, and that 
as far as the affering of my mite will omtribute to thrir rid, or to 

a (filplay 
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a ^fplay of their various merit, it fliall be held forth with a wil> 
liiig hand. 

Quitting thele encomiums on myfelf rather than on the lex, I 
am to inform you that the Bellalpour Ranee, on the death of the 
late chief, which hap{>ened about three or four year ago, declared 
herfelf the guardian of her Ion, and regent of the country. She 
wa» oppofed in this purpofe by her hulband’s brother, the perfon 
who now commands the army; and Ihe had allb to combat the 
many difficulties incident in this country to her lex, the moft em- 
barraffing of which was a preclulion from public appearance j yet 
baffling every attempt made to fubvert her authority, Ihe firmly 
eftablilhed herfelf in the government.* The event of the Ranee’s 
fuccefi, brought on the confinement of her competitor ; but after 
a Ihort time, during which he experienced a lenient treatment, he 
was releafid. This dame of Ipirit, who hath evinced ftrong traits 
of a difpofition fitted for ocmdufting either military or civil fchemes 
and who hath hitherto been fortunate in them, it at this day en» 
thralled by the force of love. Whether this pafiion is to be clalloi 
amongft the alloys of our virtues, according to the do£lrine of 
the moft rigid moralilb, or whether it htightens the luftre of thole 

* It his already been obferved in the letter on Hindoo muhology, that amongft 
Ae Hindoos a woman on the demife of Ae huflnnd Wcomes an inefficient member in 
Ae ffimily, but in Ae prefent day this ordinance is often ordr^ruled by Ae intervention 
of poweri wealth* or intrigue. In this note it may not be improper to mentioni that 
Ae Hindoos ufe die epithct| widowcdi’* as dcfcriptive of futility, or of any con* 
iemptible and nugatory afi. 

?OL. I. 
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already 
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already poflelTed, and even creates good qualities in us, as the ele- 
gant Yorick has advanced, are queftions fubmitted, with a due 
deference to the intricacy of the futgefl, to thofe who are (killed 
in the extenlive paflion of love. The objedk of tlus lady’s favour 
I faw, and the chmee Ihe has made is a proof of good tafte. He 
is a young handlbme Hindoo, of a religious tribe, who; contrary 
to the ulage of his left, which is founded on rules almoft as levere 
as diofe of the Carthufians, drefles gayly, and in the Mahometan 
fafliion. From a certain levity, though politenels of manners, 
fet off by the delicate fancy of bis apparel, you at the &rft glance 
pronounce him a favourite of the women. Such are the changes 
which love can produce, even amongft a people who oblerve thdr 
religious ordinances with a Icrupuloulbels irreconcileable to com- 
mon lenfe, and which in fome inftanoes border on grols abfurdity.* 
Thus much for the Ranee of Bellafpour, to whom be all fuccels I 
I MOW 'learned that my progrefi towards the Kangrah army, 
would without the proteftion of an elcort, be attended with 
much rifle. In order to procure fo eflential an accommodation I 
waited on the commando: in chief, then fitting under a baman tree, 
and attended by his principal officers, the greater part of them clad 
in native buff. Some new lodes were paffing in reriew before 
him, that had come in from the country, or rather the woods > 

• IntlieneighbeiirhoodorBenaretisaleAofidigi«aiHin 4 Soi,whoititfiidfiir- 
W making any ufe of their hamb, even 00 die moftaeceflEuyoccafieos; butaseM 
snH ailifted bv otbera* 


for 
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for they bore a ibong refemblance to the defcrlption given in hea- 
then iloiy of the latyra, fawns, and other branches of the fylvan 
race { nor do I think that all the powers of a Pruflian drill fer- 
jeanty extenfive as they are, conld have imprefled on them a com- 
petent knowledge of military difcipline. On approaching the 
diief, I made him an offiuing of a rupee, laid on the comer of my 
veft. You will be pleafed to notice, that the piece of money is, 
not to be placed on the naked hand, but on a handkerchief, or 
Ibme part of the garment held out for that purpofe } and though 
the fupeiior (hall be difpofed to favour the client, yet from mo- 
tives 4)f generofity, or an attention to his condition, it often hap- 
pens, that he does not take the offering, but touches it with his 
finger. The honour is then fiippofed to be conferred, and the hope 
of obtaining proteAion or afliftance, if fought for, is entertamed. 
The chief received me with civility, and complied with the requeft, 
that our party might be permitted to accompany the firft mefienger 
who Ihould be difpatched into the Kangrah camp i and he alfo in- 
timated, that fome letters which were preparing, would foon be 
forwarded. He looked obliquely at my offering, which he touched, 
but would not receive. A day or two afterwards, I difeovered this 
mountaineer to be compoled of the fame materials, which with 
few demtions form the common dilpofition of the natives of India. 
On vifiting him a fecond time, attended only by the cotewaul,* 


* An officer of police. 
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(aUb the acting roafter of ceremonies), I was toU that I nij^t 
prelent my offering, which being an Aliim Shahee rupee,* a coin 
of rather an inferior value in this quarter, I was received with a 
frown, and my money underwent a ftrift examination. Would 
you not imagine that I had been baiguning with a Jew pedlar, 
inftead of conferring with the chief of a country i Though I was 
mortified at beholding among us fo glaring a meannefi and want 
of decorum, yet as a trait of national charafiter was difcloi^, 1 
recdved fbme fiitisfaftion in obtaimng ib unequivocal a teltimony 
of it. In farther proof of the inconfiftenqr of condud, as well as 
a want of fortitude in the people of this country, I am induced to 
relate to you an event, (though fordgn to the immediate purpofe 
of ffiis letter) that came within my own knowledge. At the time 
when the Mahometans were driven from Kattuck, the chief of 
that territory fled to Boigal, where having expended the amount 
of the treafure and moveables that had been preferved, he went to 
the coaft of Coromandel, and was received into the lift of pen> 
fioners maintained by the Navaub of the Carnatic. Daring the 
regular payment of the allowance, this man enjoyed eafe } and by 
the Ihew of a palanquin, and a refpe£td>le retinue, he mrintained 
a certun ftate. The pix>vifion which the Navaub at that time 
found it expe&nt to make for penfioners of a higher order, caufed 
a deduftion from the ftt]pend of his Kattuck dependant, who then 

* A topee of (he prefent feign. 
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laid down his palanquin, and purchafed a finall horfe. This was 
doubtlefs a mortifying degradation j but the cup of his forrow was 
not yet full : for on a greater rcdudtion, and at length, a total 
abolition of the penfion, this poor man lofing fight of the chara£ler 
he had fupported, and blinded by a vanity which dilcouraged all 
induftrious exertion for a livelihood, became notorioully addi£led 
to fraud, and petty<thefts ; and was fcarcely faved from an igno> 
minious end. I have quoted thele examples, thinking them more 
conclufive in conve^ng to you a knowledge of charadler, than 
any fpeculative obfervation. But when the mind at an early 
period, is not accuftomed to behold and admire examples oi 
integrity and honor, or taught to (hun with'horror and contenipt 
the habits of vice } on the contrary, when the inftru6Hon given 
to youth, tends to appreciate the duties of life by the performance 
of futile ceremoiues, and the ftudy of legends pregnant with 
tiible, or violent prgudkes, we are not to wonder at fuch a£ls of 
depravity. 

The £ies tormented me fo much in the Bellafpour army, that 
I could not but with difficulty fecure my food from their vile at- 
tacks. A certain quantity of poilbn I believe is contained in the 
body of an Indian fly, for on fwallowing it, a naufca and vomiting 
almost immediately fucceed. I had imag'ned that the ficknefs 
might proceed from the motion of the in the floniach, bat 
on examining one after it had been dif^har^eii, I perceived it with* 
out life, though but a very (hort time dqinved of its natural air. 

The 
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The intenfe heat of the ilomach indeed, mull fpeedily caule the 
fufibcation of fo fmall an animal. 

Our fituation in the Bellalpour camp was difgufting and in- 
commodious. The heat was in tlie extreme, with a compound of 
fmells ariling from the filth of the people, that grolfiy tainted the 
air : and I became fo anxious to efcape, that I had determined to 
embrace any mode of operation which might lead to a change of 
quarters. This eagernefs had almoft produced a meafure, which 
probably would have caufed a material failure of my plan. Two 
melTengers who were to convey propofals of peace to the Kan- 
grah camp, promifed to condu6l our party tluther in fafety, and I 
had refolved to commit myfelf to their charge, though much op- 
pofed by my aflbeiates, who decidedly faid, that thefe men would 
betray us. The chief’s chobedar,* a brother Mahometan, alfo 
endeavoured to imprefs me with an ill opinion of thefe melTengers. 
Had they formed any fcheme of mifehief, it was happily frullrated 
on the evening previoully to our intended departure, by the arrival 
of a drove of afles, laden with iron, who were purfuing our route. 
On the 29th, the joint party moved, and had arrived at the boun- 
dary of Bellafpour, eight miles diftant from the camp, when our 
troubles came thick upon us. Two of the Kangrah horfemen ap- 
peared in front, and palEng me, went towards the rear, where 
they plundered the ironmongers to the amount of one hundred 

* A perfon who carries a filver flick before men in high flau’on. 
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rupees, which is accounted a large futn in thefe parts. They 
fdzed alfo on a Kalhmirian, who was l^ging behind, and were in 
the aA of firipping him, when he loudly cried out, which was 
not true, that he was my fenrant, and that I was a perfon of Ibme 
diftin61ion. This intelligence induced the horfemen to follow me; 
but on approaching, one of them oblerved that I had the appear- 
ance of a balla audimeet* and ihould not fuffer any moleftation ; 
that only ftragglers, and Angle travellers fell under their notice. 
Seeing them difpofed to this civil treatment, I procured the Ka(h- 
mirian's releafe, as alfo that of my own fervant, who had come 
up during the parley, and had been likewife taken into cuftody. 
It was, 1 believe, a fortunate event for the prifoners that I re- 
turned, for our cavaliers were then in queft of prey, nor did they 
feem nice in the diftin£tions of perfons } for whilft I remained, 
fome llray palTengers were laid under contribution, from one of 
whom, an afs driver, they took a pair of (hoes. We were in- 
formed that two hundred Sicques who had been lately entertained 
in the Kangrah fervice, would foon appear. Aware of the licen- 
tious manners of the difciples of Nanock,f efpecially when em- 
ployed in foreign fervice, I would then willingly have facrificed a 
moiety of my property to have had the other fecured. There was 
no other remedy than afluming the look of confidence and eafe, 

* In the Hindoftany language, any perfon above the ordinary claTs, is fo de- 
nominated. 

I* The founder of the Sicques. 
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which, Heaven knows, ill correlponded with my heart : fb pulhing 
my horfe into a quick trot, I was fpeedily conveyed into the midft 
of this formidable corps, who received me very attentively, but 
without offering any violence. Imagining our approach to have 
been that of the enemy, the Sicques were preparing for the fight, 
to which they loudly exclumed, in the tone of religious gacula- 
tion, that their prophet had fummoned them. In token of re- 
lpe£f, I had difmounted, and was leading my horfe, when a Sicque, 
a fmart fellow, mounted on a active mare, touched me in pafling. 
The high mettled animal, whether in contempt of me or my 
horfe, perhaps of both, attacked us fiercely from the rear, and m 
the aflault, winch was violent, the Sicque fell to the ground. 
The a6lion having commenced on the top of a hill, he rolled with 
great rapi^ty to the bottom of it, and in his way down, left be- 
hind him his matchlock, fword, and turban : fo compleat a de- 
rangement I feared, would have irritated the whole Sicque body ; 
but on evincing the Ihew of much forrow for the difafter, and 
haring alliduoufly aflifted in invefting the fallen horfeman with 
bis fcattered appurtenances, I received general thanks. 

Mr good fortune, wluch had this day repelled a feries of 
perils, conveyed me in fafety to the camp of the Kangrah, or as 
he is often called, from a more ancient name of his country, 
the Katochin chief. We regaled ourfelves this evening with 
great joy, having fuffered from hunger as well as fatigue, though 
we had only travelled about fixtcen or feventeen miles. A linall 
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body, chiefly of horft, was Rationed at this camp } the greater 
part of the forces under the command of the Rajah, being em- 
ployed in the fiege of Kote Kangrah. The common road to Jumbo 
from hence, lay through Nadone, the principal town in the Kan- 
grah country, and through the diftridt of Huriepour ; but thele 
places being then overrun by the Sicques, we were obliged to de- 
viate from the ufual track, and proceed to the weRward. It is to 
be feared that thele turbulent mountaineers, the dtfturbers of their 
folitary abode, will ftir up fuch commotions in their land, as to 
wholly fliut up this road, the only fecure one-from India to Kafli- 
mire, or render the paflage fo precarious, thdt nd advantage will 
compenfate the rilk.* 

On the 30th, we moved, and joining the kafilah of the iron 
merchants again, accompanied it to Sooree — (ix coflfes : — a fmall 
village, of which moil of the carriers were inhabitants. The halt 
was made at this village from a defire of the carriers to fee their 
families, for it was at the diftance of a full day’s journey out of 
their road. To the eaflward of Sooree, which lies in a valley, we 
crofled a ridge of high and Reep mountains. 

On the 31R, at Bompal — four cofles : — a fmall hamlet fitu- 
ated on an eminence. This day’s journey was made (hort for the 
accommodation of the iron merchants, who went to the Kangrah 
camp to attempt the recovery of the property which the Sicques 


Voi. I. 


* This apprehcnfion has been Gnce verified. 
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had plundered } but they returned without redrefs, and now fiemed 
anxious to leave the country } as inftead of procuring a reftitution 
or payment, farther demands had been made. AU this nighty 1 
was expofed to a continued and cc^ious rain — and here let me 
obfervc, with lincere thanks for the blefling of a hale ccmftitution, 
that though I have, in the courfe of this journey, endured much 
feverity of weather, my health has hitherto received no injury. 

A CONTINUANCE of the rain detained us at Bompal until the 
ad of April, when we arrived at Chumbah — eight c(^es: — a 
fmall village, depending on the chiefship of JeiToul. At a ftiort 
diflance from Bompal, we were ftopped by the colleftor of Na- 
done, who had come three miles from his houfe, in defiance of the 
troubled ftate the couiitiy, to receive from us a toll duty of a 
few pence. At about mid-way on the right hand fide of the road 
is feen a place of Hindoo woiihip, at the foot of which runs the 
Eyas Gunge,* with a rapid ftream of about one hundred yards 
broad. -j* A great part of the road from Bompal to Chumbah lay 
through a valley, watered by tlie Byas, on the north fide of which 
is feen the level and fertile diftrifls of Huriepour. Tlie territory 
of Kangrah, or Ktochin, is limited on the noirth, and north-weft 
by Huriepour j on the eaft by Chumbay ; on the foutb by Ka- 
lour i and on the weft by the Punjab. The ordinary revenue, 

* The fecond of the Punjab rivers from the Eaft ward* 

t I'he current runs to the left. 
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eftimatcd at (even lacks of rupees, has been much diminilhed by 
the chief’s alliance with the Sicques, who fpread deftru£lion wher* 
ever they go. Thefe marauders are now acting the part of the 
man whom fable reprelents to have been invited by the horfe, to 
aid his contefl: with the boar ; and you know this ufes to which 

the thoughtlefs horfe was applied, when vidlory was decided in fa- 

# 

vour of the combined forces. 

This day, our little party which had been joined in the Bel- 
lafpour camp by the Kafhmirians, refolved, from a dread of the 
Sicques, who had invefted the common track, to quit the kaHlah, 
and through detached paths endeavour to reach Jumbo. A native 
trader of India, it is to be obferved, holds his time in fmall efti- 
madon, and would rather halt for two or three months, than incur 
even a common rilk. 

On the 3d, at Dada — ten colies ; dependant on the chief of 
Sebah. From a dream running through the village, we procured 
fome excellent iilh, of the lize and forocthing of the tadc of trouts. 
This dillrift, by its approach to the head of the Punjab, lies 
wholly at the mercy of the Sicques, who are 1 think tlie plained 
dealers in the world. The fort of Sebah,* danding pleafantly on 
the brink of a rivulet, lay on our road ; and in palling it, I faw 

* Situate about three coflci to the fouth-weft of Dada, and the only fortiCed rcfi« 
dence I have feen among the mountains. The vicinity of the Punjab has perhaps in- 
duced the mountaineers to fortify this place. 
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two Slcque cavaliers ftrike a terror into the chief and all his 
jMoplCy though (hut up within their foit. They had been fent 
to collect the tribute which the Sicques have impofed on all the 
mountain chiefs ft Dm the Ganges to Jumbo ; and, offended at the 
delay of the pay jent, thefe high fpoken men were holding to the 
affiighteiied Hin loos, that ftyle of language, which one of our 
provincial magiftrates would direct at a gipfey, or fturdy beggar. 
Indeed, my friend, no ordinary exeition of fortitude, no common 
lhare of philanthropy is required^ to wield with temper the rod of 
power; which, from the frailty of his nature, man is ever inclined 
to ufc with feverity. Yet furely when he looks into himfelf, he 
will fee many a ftrong reafon to qualify its ffroke. From a fpirit 
of impatience, which having long a6tuated me, I am induced to 
tliink is innate, 1 quitted my companions, and going about a mile 
in front, fell in with a horfeman, who had much the appear- 
ance of a freebooter; but being well armed, and evidently the 
llronger man, I did not apprehend any rilk from a rencounter. 
Seeing me a llranger, and from the quality of my equipment, a fit 
fubje£t for plunder, he flopped me, and in a peremptory manner, 
alked my occupation, and place of abode. My anfwers were 
neither explanatory nor gracious, and my departure abrupt, though 
he had expreffed a flrong defire of farther communication ; and 
feemed offended at the unconcern of my deportment. About a 
quarter of a mile farther on, I met a Sicque horleman, well armed, 
who was evidently in fcarch of adventure. After reconnoitring 


me 
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me attentively, and apprehending, I imagine, that a conteft would 
be of doubtful event, for my fword was long, and my countenance, 
by the air I had afiiimed, fierce, he politely fainted me, and paiTed. 
The perfon whom I firft faw, had halted, and on the jun£tion of 
the Sicque, a council was held by them on the fubjeff of my 
moveables } the refult of which was to return and take them from 
me. My companions who gave me this information came up 
while thefe men of the blade were communing on the plan of at* 
tack, and an eclmrciflement took place. They difcovered that 
thefe footmen, foar in number, were aflbciates of him, whofe pro- 
perty they intended to invade } and naturally concluded, that how- 
ever decided the odds of two to one might haVe b^n, fo great an 
additional ftrength to our party, would manifeftly turn the chances; 
and, fwayed probably by this forcible argument, they gave us no 
moleftation. 

On the 4th at Tulwara,— ten cofles ; a village in the diftridl 
of Dutar, where the Sicque chief has erefted a fmall fort, and 
holds the adjacent territory. The country to the fouthward now 
aflumed a level afpe£t, which to me had an efieft inexpreffibly 
pleafing ; for my eye had long been dUguiled, and, I may fay, 
imprifoned, by mountain piled on mountain, till the highefl; pierced 
the clouds. The diftrifl of Dutar, or Dutarah, extends on the 
interior fide of the Punjab hills, through which our late fouthern 
inclination had penetrated. In this day’s journey, our party was 
reduced to the Kaihmirian trader and rnyfelf; three Kaflimirians, 

who' 
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who had joined our party in the Bellafpour camp, went on before, 
and oiy fervant lagged behind. In the evening, having reached 
the bottom of a hill, we oblerved a body of horfemen defcending 
in our road. The fight of thefe men, who were immediately 
known to be Sicques, gave a lerious alarm } and on their near ap- 
proach, I depofited, unnoticed by my companions, my little pro- 
perty of bills and cafh in an adjacent bulh. But we had formed 
an unjuft opinion of thele cavaliers ; and I am to think myfelf 
fingularly fortunate, in being enabled in two inftances to place 
their conduft in a favourable point of view. This party, con- 
fifting of about two hundred, many of whom were Mahometans, 
was then marching into the Hurriepour diftrift. Summoning an 
affected compofune of rountenance, we afiedled to fmoke our pipes, 
from which Ibme of the Mahometans took a whiff enpajfanty and 
at the fame time gave us an affurance of prote£tion againft any ill 
defigns of their alTociates j for notwithftanding the looks we had 
borrowed, they muft have feen much embarraffment in them. 
After their departure, 1 took my valuables out of the bulh without 
the obfervance of my companion, who was tranfported with joy at 
the eftape, fwearing, by his beard, that on reaching our evening 
quarters, he would offer up to Mahomet, or to his national fmnt 
Muedoom Saib, two-pennyworth of brown fugar, in thanklgiving 
for the extraordinary prefervation. We met many of the Sicqne 
ftragglers, who are always the moft milchievous r tliefe we direfted 
to Ipeedily join thdr companions, whq, we laid, had ftiicUy en« 
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joined us to give fuch directions } and this pretended meflfage gave 
us ibme credit; for feeing we had not been plundered by thdr 
party, they followed the fame meritorious example. 

A SHOP-KEEPER accommodated us with a convenient lodging 
at Tulwara, where, being joined by my fervant, who had likewife 
been involved in the dangers of the day, though he had carefully 
prelerved the remains of the fi(h that had been proaired at Dada, 
a fumptuous feaft was ferved up, and joyoufly participated. The 
truth of this remark will be readily acknowledged by thofe, who, 
from the like adventures, have reached in the evening a lafe re- 
treat. My friend, who faithfully performed the tenor of bis pro- 
mife, reprobated iny inienlibility of the providential interpoiition 
that had been made in our behalf. It was in vain to urge the 
merits of internal prayer, or to allert, that I had already offered 
unfeigned thanks for our e/cape, which I trufted would not be 
the lefs acceptable from the want of fugar. This being a doCtrine 
wholly repugnant to his creed, which exiftcd only in noify and 
ollentatious ceremony, I drew on myfelf a further fevere reproach. 

On the 5th at Badpour — (evencoHn: a populous village in 
the Nourpour diffriCl. About two cofles to the eaftward of Bad- 
pour, we eroded at the Rhay Ghaut, or Puttun,* in a ferry-boat, 
the Byas Gungah, and came into the Jumbo road, which in this 
quarter has not yet experienced the depredation of the Sicques. 

* The ntiiie of a tmy ia feme parts of the Punjiib. 
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On the 6tb, at Gungatau — ten cofles. In the pafli^e of a 
rivulet near this village, the horfe, in fuddenly ftopping to drink, 
threw me headlong into the water, where among the reft of my 
chattels, a bill on Juipbo was thoroughly drenched : nor was this 
the firft injury it had received. 

On the 7th, at Nourpour i the refidence of the chief of a d\f~ 
tri£t of the fame name. This town fituate on the top of a hill, 
which is afcended by ftone fteps, has the appearance of opulence 
and induftry. Towards the fouth*eaft the country is open and of 
a pleafant afped, to which a winding ftream of fine water gives 
additional beauty. Mountains that have already made my eyes 
ach, contract the view to the weft and north } but theie have their 
ules i and having experienced an efiential on^ not to give it a 
place would be ungenerous. The heat of the fun now growing 
intenle would have been (everely felt, had not the wind which came 
from the north-weft received a cool refrelhing quality from the 
fnows which on that quarter cover the hills; and had it not been 
for a like favourable fituation, the refidence in the Bellafpour 
camp, the remembrance of which makes me Ihudder, might have 
proved fatal to us. 

On a plain adjacent to the town of Nourpour, was encamped 
a Jumbo kafilah, chiefly the property of Sunafliees,* and configned 

* Though this feA, conformably to the tenets of the! r doArine, ought to renonneo 
or never engage in the aflairs of the world, yet many of its members hate become 
metebants, Ibldiets, and flateimen. 

to 
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to the Dehll market. From thefe people I learned, that the chief 
of Jumbo was much embarrafled in his finances, from a deftrudive 
war he had entered into with the Sicques : that to raife fupplies 
he had levied a general contribution on the inhabitants of the 
city: and that his' exactions had induced many of the principal 
merchants to abandon the place. The Sunafiees had employed in 
their fervice two or three Kafhroirians, who are men of an uni> 
verfal occupation, and endowed with unwearied patience and a£ti- 
vity in the caufe of gsun. They told me that I (hould incur a ma> 
nifeft rilk in going to Jumbo, at a time, when the appearance of 
perfons of any property, attrafled the notice of government : an 
information then more alarming, as my bufinifs a£ Jumbo required 
a perfonal attendance. Whilft I am writing of Nourpour, it may 
not be fuperfiuous to mention, that a refpe£table merchant named 
Daud Khan, a native of the Punjab, refides in that town. He 
had lived many years at Jumbo, but having felt the oppreflion of 
that government, he has taken refuge in Nourpour, where he en- 
joys, with a moderate fccurity of property, the benefit of a fine 
air and a plentiful country ; and Ihould any of our countrymen 
come this way in the Mahometan chara6);er, they may be confi- 
dently alTured of deriving conveniency, from an acquaintance with 
Daud Khan. 

On the 8th, halted. On the 9th, at the village of Bunguree — 
eight colfes. My fervant, from a cold and a conftitutional weaknefs in 
his breaft, which he fud had long aflli£led him, was this day fcarcely 
VoL. I. G g able 
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able to walk. I am now fearful that the burthen he was loaded 
with, was too heavy a one, and I am alfo to accufe myfelf of not 
alleviating its waght, by an exercife of thofe ofllces of kindnefs, 
which the law of humanity, as well as the ufages of fervitude, 
elpecially in the Afiatic world, obliges a matter to ihew his fervant, 
the more lb if he is a good one ; and to fay that this follower of my 
fortunes was not a good fervant, would bean unworthy attempt to 
exculpate, at the expence of his chara£ter, my frequent neglefV. 
But Ihould I ever be enabled to recompence his worth, the a£t lhall 
be datted among thofe of my bett; deeds. I ufed to fortify my oo 
calional diflatisfadion at him, by enlarging too rigorouflyon the 
petulance of his temper; but I hold the realon no longer valid, nor 
will it atone for the compundion 1 feel, when I recall to my mind 
the many affedionate fervices which the honefi: fellow performed 
in the courle of a laborious journey. 

The diftrids of Nourpour on the north, are bounded by the 
river Rawee ; on tlie eatt; by the Chambay * country ; on the weft 
by fome fmall Hindoo diftrids, lying at the head of the Punjab, 
and by the river Byas ; mid on the fouth by Huriepour. The re- 
venues of Nourpour are calculated at four lacks of rupees, and it 
would feem that it enjoys a ftate of more internal quiet, is lefs mo- 
lefted by the Sicques, and governed more equitably than any of 
the adjacent territories. 

* A mouotunoM territory of large extent 

On 
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On the loth, at Plaflee-— ten collb : — a finall village in the 
BiiTouIy diftriA. About eight miles to the north>wefl: of Ban- 
gutee, and oppofite to the fort of Billculy, crofTed the Rawee,* 
which is about one hundred and twenty yards in breadth, and very 
rapid. In the ferry*boat were two Sicques going to the fort, of 
which, a detachment they belonged to, had taken polTeinon, in 
conlequence of being called in to the afllftance of the BiiTouIy 
chief. Though this be the invariable refult of every conneflion 
made with the Sicques, the infatuated mountaineers never fail to 
Imk their aid when engaged in war. A bordering chief had in- 
vaded the BiiTouIy dillrifts, plundered the inhabitants, and burned 
their villages, before any oppofition was made. The Sicques were 
called in to repel the enemy, and defend the fort of BiiTouIy j but 
after performing the required fervice, they became pleafed with 
their new iituation, and refuied to relinquiih it. 

A qjtiCK progreTs through this country, and avoiding the 
track of the Sicques, were ftrongly, though unneceiTarily, recom- 
mended to us. The boatman at the ferry of BiiTouIy, though a 
brother Mahometan, made an exorbitant demand of hire, which 
was coniiderably leiTened by the interference of the Sicque horfe- 
men, who faw the impofition, and had only to make known their 
will to eSeft obedience. The journey of this evening, folitary and 
dreary, gave a wrong bent to every fpring of the imagination, 

* The Rawee u the Central Punjab river, and runs near the city of Lahore. 
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which fullenly refufed to receive one chearful or pleafing idea. If 
fuch did begin to (hoot forth, the profpeft of a deferted village, a 
defolate country, immediately deftroyed it, and introduced in its 
(lead, thofe pregnant with the horrors and miferies of war. Great 
God 1 that the common evils of life fo abundantly heaped on our 
heads, (hould not be felt as already too grievous, without the wilful 
encounter of adcQtional mifehiefs ! This propenfity in the nature 
of man, indicates a difpofition at once deftruflive of the purpofes 
which he Teems de(igned to execute, and dilgraceful to the inteU 
lefts he fo amply polTelTes. 

An obliging houfe>keeper in the village of PlalTee, accommo> 
dated me this evening more agreeably than I could have expefled. 
His little tenement was compofed of materials that had refilled the 
late conflagration of the country, and he had, with his family, re- 
fumed the quiet polleflion of it. Seeing me oppreflTed and languid, 
from the effefts of a fever, which had feized me on the road, he 
procured me a bed, and gave me every nouri(hment which his 
houfe aflbrded. 

On the 11th, at the village of Buddoo ten codes ; there- 
fidence of a petty chief, tributary to Jumbo. This day an annual 
fair was held at an adjacent hamlet, which being near our road, 
we mixed with the numerous (peflators of the fellival. The good 
humour and mirth accompanying this meeting exhibited a (Irong 
contrail to the feene of yefterday, and deferibed, in lively colours, 
the various bounties which flow from peace. Among the diver- 
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lions of the day, I obferved the wheel with boxes fufpendcd fium 
its rim, of common ufe in the Ibuthern parts of India, tor whirling 
round thofe who are difpofcd to make fuch aerial circuits. More 
than once have I taken my leat in one of thofe whirligigs), and 
can aiTure you, that the entertainment, though not of a fuber kind, 
has its pleafures ; and what is more than you can fay of many a 
pleafure, it fets you down where it took you up. My fervant did 
not arrive this evening, and from having hitherto wholly relied on 
his fervices, 1 fuftained a great inconveniency. But a Kathmirian 
family at Buddo, on the fcore of an acquaintance with my com> 
panion, in a certain degree relieved it, by giving us a friendly re- 
ception, and a (lender fupper. 

On the 12 th at Mancote— eight codes. A chief depending 
on Jumbo redded at this village, which dands on an eminence 
partially Ikirted by a fmall river. Here my troubles branched out 
anew, and though not deferving a rank in the lid: of misfortunes, 
involved me in various didiculties. My Kalhmirian adbeiate 
having by miftake proceeded beyond our place of rendezvous, there 
was no one to prepare my vi6luals, or to take care of the horfe. 
Though the Hindoos hold in abomination the performance of any 
menial office for ftrangers, yet the (hop-keeper at Mancote. from 
whom I had purchafed the necedaries of the day, afforded me 
great adiftance. He gave me houfe-room, a bed, and alfo fome 
of his houfehold utendls, for holding the horfe’s corn, and my 
own provident From an adbeiation with tliofe who had obviated 

my 
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iny various wants, and had even rendered the journey a pleafant 
one, I was at once deprived of all help. In the firft place, I 
cleaned and fed iny horfe, nor did he deferve lets at my hands } for 
he was a good-tempered, fure*footed, aflive animal. Had he not 
indeed been thus qualified, he could not have fupported fuch fa* 
tigue, or have clambered over the fleep and and rocky mountains 
that had hitherto Rood in his way. After this care, it was neceA 
fary to remedy the Rate of my own wants, which became ui|;ent 
and clamorous, for I had not eaten any thing that day. 

Being told that a mendicant * of eminent fanftity refided 
in the upper part of the town, I prefented myfelf to him, told my 
Rory, and earneRly entreated his aid. 1 had imagined that the 
man who lived on public benevolence, whole welfare in the world 
was promoted by a common exercife of humanity, would have 
chearfully come forward to my fuccour, efpeciaJly as the requeft 
had no tendency to touch his property. But I reckoned without 
my hoR. Never did mitred piieR in all the plenitude of his 
power, rolling amidR the pluralities of benefice, regard a meagre 
curate with a deeper contempt of eye, than did this haughty de- 
Icendant of Mahomet receive my fupplication. Simply letting 
forth the lofs of my fervant, and the inability to fupply his place, 
I requeRed that he would direft his people to prepare for me a 
meal, the materials of which were all in readinefs. This language 

* The delcendants of Mahomet an lb denominated. 


had 
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had no efFef); on the Seid, who confiding, I ruppofe, wholly in the 
efficacy of faith, had exploded from his creed the doctrine of good 
works : or, confidering perhaps the trade of begging to be a mono- 
poly of his order, he wifiied to expel and difeourage all interlopers. 
After warmly expatiating on the difficulties that furrounded me, 
throwing in alfo fome ftri£tures on his condu6t, he grumbled an 
alTent, but with an exprefs provifo that 1 fiiould produce fire-wood. 
I could as eafily have brought him a bulfe of diamonds as a (tick, 
for it was then dark, and indeed hunger and fatigue had made me 
incapable of exertion. Turning from him with indignation, I 
loudly reprobated his violation of what even the nidefi Mahomei* 
tans hold facred, the rights of hofpitality j a ready performance of 
which, he ought to know, was earnefily enjoined, and that the 
Divine vengeance was peculiarly denounced againfi all who tranf- 
grefs its law. This exclamadon, delivered with heat, rouzed the 
attention of his adherents, one of whom defring me to be paci- 
fied, propofed to adjufi; the embarraffinent. He carried me to the 
houfe of a finging girl, who, on learning the fiory of my wants, 
tucked up her garment with a fmiling alacrity, and commenced 
the bufinefs of relieving them without delay. It would have made 
your heart glad to have feen this honell girl baking my bread and 
boiling my peas, flie did it with fo good a will j frequently ob- 
ferving, that I had conferred an honour upon her, and that the pre- 
fent fervice, was but a final! return for the many favours Ihe had 
received from thofe of my clafs. V/ill not you jud^c t!'.e declara- 
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tion of her refufing all donation, an Eaftem hyperhole ? Yel I 
affirm to you that it is a genuine ftory, and were Mancote at no 
further diftance from Lucknow, than Shieck Seray,* you might 
procure, from this honeft girl, a teftimony of its truth. 

On the 13 th I arrived at Manfir>~dght cofles. The country 
now became more open, and the Tallies better cultivated than any 
I have feen to the weftward of Biflbuly. The journey this day 
was pleafant, and what in my proceeding was extraordinary, I did 
not deviate from the road, though alone, lu paffing near an en- 
campment of beggars, (a merry troop they were) they defired me 
to alight and take Ibme refreshment : the invitation was thankfully 
accepted, and I partook of a coarfe, but cordial meal, which was 
Served up with frequent profeliions of welcome. Manfir is com- 
pofed of a few houfes, (landing on die margin of a beautiful Sheet 
of water, which is abundantly fupplied with SiSh ; but being held 
a facred or royal property, they live unmolefted. The lands of 
Manfir were appropriated, by a former chief of Jumbo, to the 
maintenance of cerbun Byraghees,* who in this delicious fpot 
feem to enjoy every pleafure which men in India can tafte. But 
here I am checked and called upon to crave your pardon, for thefe 
Solitary feftaries have precluded women from their fociety j and to 
Say that any portion of life, however replete with other gratifica- 

* This place is about fix miles diftant firom Lucknow. 

t A religious tribe of Hindoos who profeis celibacy, 

tions> 
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tions, can yield a genuine pleafure without women, is to fuppofe 
that our day could be chearful without the light of the fun. At 
this village the wife of a Mahometan oilman conducted my culi* 
nary bufinefs, but in a manner far different from that of my late 
mufical friend : Ihe took moft unwarrantable emoluments out of 
an ill'dreffed fupper j and her cat, which feemed to have a conge> 
nial temper, made an attack on my baggage at night, and carried 
off the little ftock of provifions which I had prepared for the next 
day’s breakfaft. 

Lest my arrival at Jumbo fliould excite enquiry, which from 
the difpofition of the chief might not be favourable,. 1 denominated 
myfelf an officer in the Jumbo fervice, travelling from the army, 
which was then in the field, to the city. The road this day lead- 
ing in a ibuth-weff * dire£tion, was the moft dreary one I had ever 
feen, and became more lb from the want of a companion. On 
approaching fo large a town as Jumbo, I expefted to have leen a 
moderately populous country j but the afpe£l was altogether the 
reverfe. Many miles of the road lay through a defile of land, the 
lides of which confift of lofty rocks, and nearly perpendicular. 
The predicament in which I then ftood gave a gloomy call to my 
thoughts, which naturally adverted to that long eftablilhed pofi- 
tion, of man being a fociable animal the truth of which few 


* The fouthern inclination of this day, was caufed, I apprehend, from the forma- 
tion of fome branch ot the mountains. 

VoL. I. H h are 



24Z 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


are more convinced of tlian myielf. I did not dwell on the varions 
ulcs inherent in the princi^ ics of Ibciety, nor on the grander be- 
nefits fo extcnfivcly diifufcd by general compafl; ; but was contented 
with viewing the lelTci' convenkneies which it imparts, with relle£l- 
ing on the cafual, but grateful enjoyments which men receive fiorn 
the mod fluctuating intercourfe. What harmony, what good hu- 
mour, are often leen circulating in a fweetmeat Ihop, the coffee 
houfe of India I where all fubjeCts, except that of the ladies, are 
treated with freedom : not fo eloquently perhaps, nor with fuch 
refinement of language, as among the politicians of an European 
capital, yet with equal fervour and Itrength of voice. The fa- 
vourite topic is war i there you may hear of exploits performed by 
a Angle arm, at the recital of which even Seconder * would have 
grown pale, and Ruftum 'f himfelf trembled. The pleafure of 
communication, by which they become the heroes of their own 
tale, is a keen fpur to the various clafs of adventurers, and perhaps 
fewer men would encounter fervices of hazard, were not a pleafure 
expected from their recital. 

Om the fide of the road, to my great joy, I at length difeo- 
vered a family fitting on a narrow green fpot, where availing them- 
felves of the lingular fituation, they were grazing thdr cattle. I 
fat myielf down without ceremony, and was prefented with what I 

* The Afiatic name of Alexander the Great. 

t A hero celebrated in the ancient legends of Perlia* 

have 
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have often reco11e6);ed with pleafure, for the heat of the day had 

made me very thirfty), a cup of butter-milk. The father told me 

that the opprefEons of his landlord had forced him to quit his 

houfe, and he was then in queft of fome fecurer refidence. On 

your fide of India, a6ls are doubtlefs committed that tend to fully 

the honour and imprefs an odium on the chara£fer of our nation ; 

but they are, believe me, faint fpecks when compared with the deeds 

of injulUce and rapacity pradifed in other Afiatic countries. One 

of the family fuffered much pain from a lacerated finger, and as all 

perfons of my colour are in India denominated furgeons, wizards, 

and artillery-men, I was called upon to adminKler help, which I 

% » 

did gratis to their great fatisfaefion. 

Towards the evening, I arrived at the lower town of Jumbo, 
where feeing a retired houle at which 1 intended to have fought 
admifiion, I difeovered a perfon who, about a month before, tra- 
velled for fome days in the fame party with me ; but being em- 
ployed on fome fervice of difpateh, he had left it. This man being 
now the fervant of a Kalhmirian at Jumbo, for whom 1 had 
bropght a letter of introduction, and whofe name I ufed to men- 
tion in the courfe of the journey, deftroyed my fcheme of privacy. 
He ran off as foon as he had diftinClly feen me, and fpeedily re- 
turned with his mafier, who would not reft fatisfied until he had 
lodged me in his houfe, though we were obliged to proceed thither 
in the midft of a heavy rain : it would be a tedious and flat ftory, 
to detail the multiplied modes of the refpeCt of this Kalhmirian for 

H h 2 my 
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my ptir .i, wliich he h. 1 sv vcr btfore feen ; or to enumerate hU 
P'.inful, yet incelTant atteniu.iis. >Vhatever partiality I might en- 
tcitain for my own merits, 1 v/as neceflarily impelled to lee that 
l.is afliiluity prv.ee ded from a belief of the opulence, and the wifh 
of tranldt^irg the commercial bufinefs of his gueft. After he had 
gone through the long routine of my extraordinary qualities and 
accomplifliments, of whofe excellency he had been advifed by his 
correfpondent at Lucknow, he congratulated my fingular good for- 
tune in having met him fo early on my arrival } for except himfelf, 
I fhould not have found an honeR man in Jumbo. Such, my 
friend, is the effervefcence of Oriental fpeech, which if expofed to 
the colder air of the north, would fublide into that ftrain of language 
^oken every day in Change Ally and Cheapfide. It was beR not 
to undeceive my Kafhmiiian, as the chara61.er of a merchant u more 
refpefled here than any other, and under which the leaR fufpicion 
is entertained of a Rranger. On prefenting my bill to the banker 
at Jumbo, I found, from its having been twice drenched in water, 
that the folds adhered together as firmly as if they had been paRed, 
The banker,* with much good nature, foaking the paper in water, 
and opening the folds with care, was enabled to read, though with 
difficulty, the contents. Had he been difpofed to protra£l the pay- 
ment, there was fufficient caufe, but holding out no demur,, he at 
once faid the bill was a good one, kindly ubferving alTo, that as 

* His name is JualaNavt, the nephew «f Kathmiry Mull, at Bensres. 
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my journey had been long and fatiguing, I fiiould have brought 
an order fur a larger fum. 

Jumbo is fituated on the fide of a hill, and contains two dif> 
tin£t divifions, which are termed the upper and the lower towns. 
The bottom of the hill is walhed by the river Rawee,* about forty 
or fifty yards broad, and fordable at moft feafons of the year; 
Many water-mills ftand on its banks for grinding corn, which are 
conftru£ted in a neater manner than any I have feen in India, and 
were introduced by the Kafhmirians, who have greatly improved as 
well as enriched this town. The Ihort ftay at Jumbo prevented me 
from procuring much latisfa6tory informatioi\of Us hiftory, or the 
caufes which have produced its important commerce, riches, and 
luxury : for Jumbo, evm in its decayed Rate, is a mart of the firR 
note in tUs quarter of the country. Perhaps the colleAbn of 
fuch materials would not have compenlated the labour of perufal, 
or afforded you that inRruftion which I ever wifh to be the effefb 
of my communications : -«bat fuch as I have procured, fliall be 
genuinely Irid before you. 

Prbviovbly to Nadir Shah's invafion of India, the common 
road from Dehli to Kaflimirej lay through Sirhend, Lahore, and 
Heerpour, the pafs of which is fully deicribed by Mr. Bernier, un« 
der the name of Bember. Since the inroad of the Perfians, Af- 
ghans, and the Mahrattas, but efpedally fince the period of the 


Sicque 


* It fills iMo die ChioBHiib 
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SIcque conqucRs, that track has been rendered unfafe to merchants, 
and is now difufed. This obftruflion diverted the Kafbmirian trade 
into the channel of Jumbo, which being Ihut up from the Punjab 
by a ftrong chain of mountains, dilncult of accefs to cavalry, it 
has been preferred to the Lahore road, though the journey is te- 
dious, and the expenfes of merchandize increafed 

Runzeid Deve, the father of the prefent chief of Jumbo, who 
defervedly acquired the character of a juft and wife ruler, largely 
contributed to the wealth and importance of Jumbo. Perceiving 
the benefits which would arife from the refidence of Mahometan' 
merchants, he held out to them many encouragements, and ob- 
ferved towards them a difinterefted and an honourable condufb. Ne- 
gative virtues only are expedled from an Afiatic defpot, and under 
fuch a function his fubjedts might deem themfelves fortunate ; but 
the chief of Jumbo went farther than the forbearance of injuries ; 
he avowedly protedled and indulged his people, particularly the 
Mahometans, to whom he allotted a certain quarter of the town, 
which was thence denominated Moghulpour } and that no referve 
might appear in his treatment of them, a mofque was eredted in 
the new colony j a liberality of difpofition the more confpicuour, 
and confering the greater honour on his memory, as it is the only 
inftance of the like toleration in this part of India, and as the 
Kalltmirians who chiefly compoied his Mahometan fubjedts, have 
been, fince their converfion, rigorous perfecutors of the Hindoos. 
He was fo defirous alfo of acquiring their confidence and efteem, 

that 
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that when he has been riding through their quarter during the 

time of prayer, he never failed to (lop his hori'e until the pried 

had concluded his ritual exclamations. The Hindoos once com* 

plained to this chief, that the public wells of the town were dciiled 

by the velTels of the Mahometans, and defired that they might be 

reitncled to the water of the river; but he abiuptly difmilTed the 

complaint, faying, that water was a pure element, defigned for 

the general ufe of mankind, and could not be polluted by the touch 

of any clafs of people. An adminidration fo munificent and ja> 

dicious, at the fame time that it enforced the refpect of bis own 

fubje£ls, made Jumbo a place of extenfive commercial refort, 

« • 

where all deferiptions of men experienced, in their perfons and 
property, a full fecurity. 

The articles of merchandize conftituting the trade of Jumbo, 
and Kalhmire, are tranfported by men, ufually Kafhmirians, 
whofe burthens are heavy, two of them making the load of a ftrong 
mule, and the hire is fixed at the rate of four rupees for each car- 
rier. The {hauls, when exported from Kalhmire, are packed in 
an oblong bale, containing a certain weight or quantity, which in 
the language of the country is termed a biddery, the outward co- 
vering of wluch is a buffalo or ox’s hide, ftrongly lewed with lea- 
ther thongs. As theie packages are fuppofed to amount, with lit- 
tle variation, to a value long fince afeertained, they are feldom 
opened until conveyed to the deftined market. A Kalhmirian 
porter carries a load as a foldier does his knap-fack, and when dif. 

pofed 



t4* FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 

pofed to reft, he places under it a ftick in the form of a crotch 
which fupports the load and aflifts him alfb in walking. Two 
caufes are aftigned for employing men only in this fervice : an 
agreement, it is faid aiiling from a mutual jealouly, has b%nmade 
between the chiefs bordering on either fide of the river Chinnaun,* 
that no fixed bridge fhall be conftru£led, or any boat ftationed on 
that ftream. The other caufe afcribed, which feems to be more 
forcible, is the ftupendous height and fteepnels of the intervening 
mountains, which renders the paftagcs dangerous, if not wholly im- 
praAicable, to either a horfe or mule. 

It appears that Jumbo continued to increafe its power and 
commerce until the year 1770, the period of Runzeid Deve’s death, 
when one of his Tons, the prefent chief, contrary to the intention 
and exprefs will of his father, iieized on the government, put to 
death one of his brothers, the intended fiicceflbr, and imprifbned 
another ; who hanng made his efcape fought the protection of the 
Sicques. Pleated in having obtmned fo favourable a pretext for 
entering Jumbo, which they attempted in vain during the admini- 
ftration of Runzeid Deve, the Sicques promiled to elpoule the 
fugitive’s caufe with vigour. A finall fum had been annually ex« 
acted by them from Jumbo, but in a much lefe proportion than 
what was levied in the adjacent territories. The Sicques, indeed, 
aware of the refpe^ble ftate of the Jumbo forc^ and the alnlity 

* The fiaiith Punjab river from the eaftmid, 
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of the chief, were contented with the name of tribute. The moft 
valuable divition of the Jumbo diftridts, lay in the plain countr}', 
forming part of the northern Punjab j which, under pretence of 
affording afliftance to the perfon who lately fought their j)!ctcc- 
tion, a body of Sicques have hid waffe. They are now profC’ 
cuting a vigorous war againft the prefent chief, who through the 
defe£Uon of many of his people, driven by oppreffions to the 
party of his brother, became unable to make any effe^lual ffand ; 
and that his ill fortune might be complete, he called into his aid, 
a party of Sicque mercenaries, commanded by Mhah Sing, a pow- 
erful officer in that quarter, who has firmly e(tabli(hed his au- 
thority at Jumbo, and has erefled a fort at the fouth entrance 
of the principal pafs leading into the Punjab. For defraying the 
expence incurred by the Sicque troops, the Jumbo chief has made 
rigorous demands on the native inliabitants of the city, and is now 
throwing an eye on the foreign merchants ; who, dreading his 
dirpofition and neceffities, have taken a general alarm. It was 
with much pleafure I faw the pcrlbo on whom my bill was drawn, 
a man of a fair and honourable chara6ler, enjoying, amidft thefe 
difonlers, a moderate fecurity. He feetned to have procured the 
favour of Mhah Sing, who, with other officers of the party, fup- 
ported him againft the defigns of the Rajah. The perfon en trailed 
with the government of the town of Jumbo, during the abfence of 
the chief then in the field, was (o exact a counterpart of bis mailer 
VoL. L 1 i 
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in the ryftem of oppreiTion, that I was advifed to a fpeedy depar* 
ture, left 1 ihould fall under an infpeftion. Tiiough much fa« 
tigued by an harraflling journey, and the fale of my horfe, with 
other necelTary concerns, was to be adjufted, fuch was the aiccn> 
dency of my fears, that on the i6th of the month, I was ready to 
proceed. 

In laying before you theft fcattered pieces of intelligence, I 
muft not forget to notice, that the courtezans and female dancers 
of the Punjab and Kalhmire, or rather a mixed breed of both theft 
countries, are beautiful women, and are held in great eftimation 
through all the northern parts of India : the merchants eftablilhed 
at Jumbo, often become fo fondly attached to a dancing girl, that, 
neglecting their occupation, they have been known to didipate, at 
her will, the whole of their property } and I have ften fome of them 
reduced to a fubhftence on charity ; for theft girls, in the manner 
of thdr profeffion, are profuft and rapacious. 

My Kaihmirian hoft, who continued to oppreft me with kind- 
nefs, had a brother living in the fame houft, who was fo much 
afflicted with the rheumatifm, that he could not ftir out of hi$ 
room. PdTeffing much uleful information, with a pleaiant focia- 
ble temper, I was glad to be admitted to his converfttion, which 
equally amuftd me, and contributed to a knowledge of this quarter 
of Inffla. He gave me alfo fome fflreCtioiis for my conduCt in 
Kaftimire, wluch wue delivered with an air of candour, and fo 
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apparently void of defign, that I fliould have been ridiculoufly 
fc'vptical in not giving them credit. The day befoi'e I left Jumbo, 
he called me into his room, and in very affectionate language, faid, 
“ My friend, you are now about viliting a country, whole ihha* 
bitants are of a character ditferent from any you have hitherto 
fcen, and it behoves you to be wary and diligent, for they are 
** a fubtle and keen people. You muff particularly be on your 
“ guard againft my brother, Mtho is now in that country, and 
w'ill probably endeavour to borrow feme of yoUr money. Stea> 
dily withffand his folicitations, nor lend him a rupee ; for if you 
do, the money is loff. Make your dilbutfements only on the 
** delivery of the goods, and, however urgent he is, do not make 
any advance.” He difplayed, I thought, a fmgular trait of ho- 
nefty in giving an advice wholly diveffed of a tendency to promote 
the interefts of his family, at the expence of fair dealing. 

Though the diffriCts of Buddoo and Chinanah * do not at 
this day form immediate appendages of Jumbo, they are fo inti- 
mately dependent on its policy, that to avoid prolixity, I will 
throw their limits into one defeription. This united territory is 
bounded on the north by the river Chinaun, which divides it 
from Kilhtewer } on the eaff by independent Hindoo diffriCfs ; 
on the fouth by Biflbuly j and on the weft by the Punjab. It 
would be hazarding too hafty an aflertion to offer any Ijpecific 

* This diftrict lies to the weftnrard of Jumbo. 
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cdculation of the Jutnbo revenue, a:! the larger moiety is pro* 
daced by import and export duties, which are now in a fluctu- 
ating ftate, and have been diminiihing Once the acceflion of the 
prelent chief } .but the current information of the country, Hates 
the ordinary receipt at five lacks of rupees, exclufive of the pro- 
duce of Buddoo and Chinanah; 

1 am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yoor*s, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


DEAR SIR, 

npHE- frequent Introduction of the Sicques 
to your notice, will have naturally excited a defire to examine the 
hiftory of this new and extraordinary people, who within a period 
of twenty years, have conquered a tra£l of country; extending in 
certun dire6tions from the Ganges to the Indus. . My knowledge 
of the fubje£b does not permit me to deduce, on fubftantial au- 
thority, thdr hiftory from the period in which Nanock their firft 
inftitutor and law-^pver lived, or mark with an order of dates the 
progrefs which this people have made, and the vaiying gradations 
of their power, until their attainment of their prefent ftate of na- 
tional importance. You who are apprized of the futility of the 
documents which compofe the general texture of Eaftern record,* 

who 


* N«d>er the geniui oF the people nor the fi>rm of thehr government is fovouraUe 
e> die* growth of Hiftory, which it rarely feen to ftsuiilh on defpotic ground. The 
afiions of ACatic princes are ufually reci.'ded by their own fcribet { and we know that 
a large portion of the annals of India was manofadured under inoper?.! iiifpc£tion. 
It it, tberef'jre, fcarcely within the verge of p''objbil'ty, that a writer, citrafled by fo 
powciiul w inflvcnce, would dared to htvd thruwn the piercing light of Hiftory on 

tlie 
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who have witnefTed the iri'efiftible tendency of an Afiatic mind M 
lt6fion, and the produce of its duAile fancy, will grant me an in- 
dulgent fcope, and will, I truR, believe, that though the body of 
the hiftory be not complete, fuch parts only will be noticed, as are 
cither founded on received tradition, or on thole legends which 
have the leaA exceptionable claims to credit. 

Under lliclter of this preliminary, I will proceed to inform 
you that Nanock,* the founder of the Sicque nation, was bom in 
the year of the Chriftian sera, 1469, during the reign of Sultan 
Beloul,-!* at the village of Tulwundy, j; about lixty miles to the 
weRward of Lahore. Nanock appears to have poffelTed qualities 
happily adapted to elFefl the inftitutlon of a new fyRem of religion. 
He was inflexibly juft j he enjoyed from nature a commanding 


the reigning monarch, or even to have examined with freedom the adlions of his an- 
ceftors, who have, for more than two hundred years, maintained an unbroken fuc- 
cc/llon of the Empire of Hindoftan. Oriental fpcech, pregnant with figure, and ca- 
pable of expreffing the wilJcft flights of fancy, difJains the limits of Hiftory. It is 
better fitted to modulate poetic drains, and deferibe the w*ide region of romance ; 
whe^e it can roam without reftraint, and happily without the power of committing 
extcnfivc injuries. 

* He was of the ChitUry or fecond cad of Hindoos, and according to a fecreC boi- 
lief of the Sicques, a fpecies of fecondary incarnation of the Supreme Deity. 

t A Patan king of Dehli, who reigned previous to fiaber's conqueft of Hindoftan. 

I This village is now known by the name of Rhaypour. The terms given by the 
Sicques to their places of worfliip, are Sungbut^ Durm/allah^. and Dairaby words fig- 
nifying, in the Hinduee, an aflTembly of the people, a charitable or pious foundation} 
and a houfe. This laft appellation feems to be applied in an eminent fenfe, as the 
houfe.** The Sicques, in commemoration . f the place of Nanock’s birth, have 
ereOed an edifice at Tulwundy, where a grand fefiival is annually celebrated. 

elocution, 
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elocation, and was endowed with a calm pafllive fortitude, which 
fuccefsfully fupported him through the long courfe of a dangerous 
occupation. Tiie tenets of Nanock forbid the worfliip of images, 
and ordain that the places of public prayer lhall be of plain con- 
ftrudtion, and devoid of every exhibition of figure. A book, en- 
titled the Grurthy which contains the civil and religious inftitutes 
of Nanock, is the only typical object which the Sicques have .ad- 
mitted into their places of worfhip. Jnftead of the intermediation 
of fubordinate deities, they are dire 61 :ed to addrefs their prayer to 
one God, who, without the aid of any delegate, is to be confidered 
the unalTociated ruler of the univerfe.* Though many eflential 
differences exiR between the religious code of the Hindoos and that 
of the Sicques, a large f'pace of their ground-work exhibits flrong 
features of fimilarity. The article indeed of the admiffion of pro- 
felytes amongft the Sicques, has canfed an eflential deviation from 
the Hindoo fyflem, and apparently levelled tbofe barriers which 
were conRru£fed by Brimha, for the arrangement of the different 
ranks and profeflions of his people. Yet this indiferiminate ad- 
miffion, by the qualifications which have been adopted, do not 
widely infringe on the cuftoms and prejudices of thofe Hindoos 

^ When it is noticed that the worfliip of the Hindoos is loaded with a mafs of 
puerile ceremony, and oftentimes conduced with a ridiculous grimace, it will not 
feem furprizing that a creed, founded on principles calculated to promote the eftjblifli. 
ment of a Ample uniform religion, and promulgated by a man of diftinguifhed tribe and 
exemplary mannerS| Ihould draw to it profdytes even in theliigoUcd regions of Indiat 
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who have embraced the faith of the Sicques. They ftlll preferve 
.the diftinctions which originally marked their fe6ts, and perforin 
many of the ancient ceremonies of their nation. They form ma« 
tiimonial conneclions only in their own tribes, and adhere impli- 
citly to the rules preferibed by the Hindoo law, in the choice and 
preparation of their food. The only aliment ufed in common, by 
the Sicques at this day, is the purfaudj* or facred bread, from 
the participation of which no tribe or clafs of their people is 
excluded. 

Few events of hiftorical importance are related of . Nanock, 
the founder of this .fe£l, who polTelEng ndther territoiy nor 
wealth, nor aided by the force of arms, preached his do6hrine in 
peace, and manifefted, in the countries which he vifited, an un- 
afFe£led limplicity of manners. He journeyed through moft of the 
kingdoms in India, from whence, according to the tradition of 
the Sicques, he went into Perfia and Arabia. In his travels, wliich 
with ihort intervals continued for the fpace of fifteen years, he 
was attended by a Mahometan mufician, named Murdana, who 
became his convert, and ever remained faithfully attached to his 
perfon. It is faid that in one of the expeditions of Baber f into 

* The purfaud is faid to be a compofition of flour, butter, and certain fpices ; this 
bread after being confecrated by the Bramins, is alfo ufed by fom** fe6h of Hi: doos in 
the ceremony of adminiflering an oarh, particularly in that quarter of the Oriila pro* 
vince, contiguous to the temple of Juggud Nautt. 

t Baber defeated the Patan King of Uindoftan, in iL D. 1526. 

India, 
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India, Nanock having been apprehended by fome of the foldiers, 
was brought before that prince, who informed of the lanftity of 
his chara£ier, treated him with refpeft and indulgence. As no 
records of the Moghul Empire bear a teftimony of the exigence of 
this feft during the period in which Nanock lived, it cannot be 
fuppoled that his converts were numerous or powerful. Nanock, 
according to the Sicque records, died in the month of AuguR, 
A. D, 1539, aged feventy years, at Dayrah, a vilh^ on the banks of 
the Rawee, about forty miles to the northward of Lahore, where 
a vaft concourle of people annually allemble, to perform certain 
ceremonies in commemoration of the day of his deceafe. Nanock^ 
though he had two Tons, devolved the charge of the million to his 
favourite diTciple Anghut,* a Hindoo of the Chittery tribe, to 
whom he alfo entrufted the pubtication •!* of the laws and precepts 
of his dodlrine. Anghut, who feems to have-pafled his time in 
retirement, cUjed about the year 1 54a, at the town of Khadour,^ 
the place of his nativity. He was fucceeded by Ammerdafs, a 
siative of the Lahore diftrift, who propagated the new do£trine 
without moleftation, and died in the year 1574, at tire village of 

^ Nanock changed ihe original name of his Aiccellbri which was Lina. 

t The religious and hiftorical writings of the Sicques, are written in a charaAer 
called the Goorn MbHku^ or the language of the Gooms^ or priefts. This letter, 
which is (aid to have been invented by Nanoclr, differs from the various charaAers in 
ufe among the Hindoos. 

X A village in the Punjab^ about forty milef to the eafiward of Lahore. 
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Govindual.* Ramdafs,<f* who had efpoufed the daughter of the 
laft preceptor of the Sicques, was then dioien the repreientativei 
of thdr fe^t. This prieft lived in the reign of Acbar, and, ac- 
cording to the tradition of the Sicques, experienced forae marks of 
that emperor’s favour. Retiring in the latter part of his life to 
a fmall diftridl; | in the vicinity of L^ore^ which Acbar had 
granted to him, he founded the town of Ramdaffpour. He re- 
paired alfo and ornamented a refervmr of water, which had in an- 
cient times been dedicated at that place by the Hindoos to their 
God Ram, and to which he now gave the name of Amrmt Sir,^ 
Ramdafs made a compilation of the hiftory and precepts of his 
predeceiTors, and anneung his own commentaries, ordained that 
his difciples Ihould form the principles of thrir frith on the doc- 
trine let forth in rite joint odUbClabn. Ramdris died at the town 
he had founded about the yriir 1581, and was furceeded <by his 
fon Aijun, who having incurred die difpkafure of a Hindoo || riu 
voured by Jehanguir, was conunitted by that prince to the perie> 
cution of his enemy } and his death, which happened in the year 
ii6o6> at Lahore, was caufed it is- irid by the rigour of ctmfiue- 

* Situate on the Byasi the fecond Punjab river from the eaftward* 

f This Gooroo was born in the city of Lahore. 

$ At the diftance of twenty four miles frnm Lahore. 

} ^mrut^ according to the mythology of t\n iiindoos, is a vrater faid to beftow 
immortality on thofe who drink it ; and Sit^ in ceruin dialcA^ of the Hioduee, iigiu<» 
ies A piece of water. 

I Named Coauudooa 

faentr 
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totrix. The fucceflion devolved on Hurrgovind, his only Ion, 
who actuated by revenge for the cruelties exercifed on his father, 
^d ftrongly fupported by the cnthufiaftic valour of his adherents, 
he dragged the Hindoo from his houfe, though within the walls 
of Lahore, and put him to death. Fearing the efFefts of the 
emperor’s difpleaftire, Hurigomd fled to Hurtarpour, a village 
founded by his father, where he collefied an armed body for the 
^jefence of hUi pe^d, and according to the records of the nation, 
defeated a force that Jehanguir had fent to punHh his rebellion. 
But the van of incongruous ftory which runs through the aN 
chievements of this militant priefl, precludes the derivation of 
any extenflve hifloricdl ule. The only pafiage de&rving a ferious 
notice, repielffits, that an officer of Jehanguir, named Mahobut 
Khan, effected the Sicque’a fubmilfion to the emperor, who or*, 
dcred him fo be iinprifbned in the fort of QuaiGor : but that after 
a (hoit confinement, he at the intereefllion of Mahobut Khan, 
fet at liberty. It is not feen that Hungovind difturbed the peace 
of the Moghul government at . a future period, butpaflinghis 
(bys in a reclufe manner, be died about the year 1644, at Khyrut* 
pour, a village in the Puiyab. The Sicques ctmferred the office of 
priefthood on Harray, the grandfim of Hurrgovind, though four 
of their late preceptor's fims were- alive. No other mention is 
made of Harray, than that he died in the year 1661 at Khynit- 
pour. At his death, a violent cooteft arole for the fucceflion, 
whidi was claimed by the refpeflive adherents of bis two Ions, 

K k a Ramroy, 
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Ramroy and Harkifhen* then in infancy; bat not bong enabled 
to adjaft their claims at home, they appealed to the courts of lavr 
at Dehli, where the opponents appeared, and let forth tbeir feveral 
pretenlions. The caufe it is faid terminated in a permiflion being 
granted to the Sicques to nominate thdr own prieft ; when, ad- 
jufting the conteft, they ele£ted Hurkilhen, who died at Dehli in 
1664, a Ihort time after his inveftiture. 

Huxkishen was fucceeded by Taigh Bhahauder, his uncles 
who appears to have been perlecuted with inveterate animofity bp 
the adherents of Ramroy ; who bong fupported by fome perfbna 
of influence at the court of Aurungzebe, an order was obtsuned for 
the impnfonment of the new priefl;^ Taigh Bhahauder, after re* 
maiiung in confinement at Oehit for the (pace of two years, was 
Tslealed at the intreaty of Jay Sing, the powerful chief of Jayna- 
ghur, who was at that time proceecfing to Bengal on the lervice of 
government. The Sicque accompanied his patron to Bengal^ 
whence he returned to the dty of Patna, which became his ufuat 
place of abode. The records of the Sicques fiqr that Ramroy ftill 
maintained a claim to the piiefthood, and flut after a long ftrite 
of virulent peiiecuti<m, he accomplilhed the deftru^on of Taigh 
Bhahauder, who was conveyed to Dehli by an order of Court, and 
in the year 1675, publickly put to death. The formal execution 
of a perfon, againft whom, the Sicques lay, no criminal chaige 
was exhibited, is fo repugnant to the character and the aflions of 
Aurungzebe, that we are involuntarily led to duuge the Sicques 

of a 
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•f4 wilful miTrepreientatioii of fafts, injurious to the memory of 
the prince, and extravagantly partial to the caufe of their pried;. 
No document for the elucidation of this palTage appearing in any 
of the memoirs of Hindoftan that have reached my knowledge^ 1 
am prevented from difcovering the quality of the crime which fub> 
jested Tidgh Bhahauder to capital punilhment. 

Govind Simo, then a youth, and the only fon of Taigb 
Bhahauder, was called to the fuccedion by the laiged; portion of 
the Sicque’s difciples : but the intelligence of his father’s death, 
and dread of a like fate, had induced him to fly from Patna, 
whence he retired after a feries of various adventures into the ter- 
ritory of Siringnaghur. Though Govind Sing could not then 
have reached his fifteenth year, he evinced many marks of a 
haughty and turbulent fpirit, which was confpicuoufly fliewn in 
his ccmdaft to the Siringnaghur chie£ On pretence of an infult 
bring ofiered, he collected his party, which amounted it is laid to 
four or five thoufimd men, and defeated a body of the Siringna- 
ghur troops s but being worfted in feme future a6tion, or, ac- 
cording to the authority of the Sicque, obliged by an order of the 
emperor to leave the country of Siringnaghur, he proceeded with 
his adherents to the Punjab, where he was hofpitably * received 
by a marauding Hindoo chief of that quarter. Endowed with an 

* The depemkiKics ef MkIuviI, through which the river SuUedge tune, were 
given bj thie Hindoo to Govind Sipg^ where be Jiiundcd certiia viUagee. 
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active and daring temper, the Sicque afllfted his new aflbdate m 
various expeditions againft the bordering landholders, and often 
in oppofing the forces of government. The predatory conduft of 
Govind Sing renc’ ring him obnoxious to the governor of Sirfaend, 
he was attacked and driven from his place of refidence. Bring 
afterwards diico ’ered amongfl; the hills In the northern parts of 
the Sirhend diftri£ts, he was fo vigoroafty preflied by the imperial 
troops, that abandoning his family and eflfedts, he was compelled 
to fave hinifelf by fpeedy flight. Vizier Khan, the governor ftf 
Sirhend, fullied the reputation be had acquired in this iervice, by 
putting to death, in cold blood, the two younger Tons of Gorind 
Sing. A fevere vengeance was taken for this aA at a future pe« 
riod by the Sicques, who giving a loole to lavage and indiicrinu<* 
nate cruelty, malTacred the Mahometans, of every and fex, 
that fell into their hands. After his late difafter, Govind Sing 
found a fecure retreat in the Lacky Jungles,* which its natural 
defence, a fcarcity of water, and the valour of its inhabitants, 
hid rendered at that day impregnable. But when the irientment 
of government abated, he returned without moleftation to his 
former refidence in the Punjab. The Sicques fay, he even re* 
ceived marks of favour from Bhahauder Shah, who being apprifed 
of his military abilities, gave him a chaige in the army which 

* A woody country, fitutte in the northern put of the Ftiigab^ and Cunoui tu a 
breed of excellent horfee, called the Jungle Tasee. 

t Thejatts. 


marched 



FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 263 

mirciied into the Decan to oppofe the rebellion of Rambuchfli.* 
Govind Sing was alfailinated during this expedition by a Patan 
foldier, and be died of his wounds in I7o8^ at the town of Nan- 
dere,-j* without leaving any male iffue } and a tradition delivered 
to the Sicques, limiting their priefts to the number of ten, induced 
diem to appmnt no fucceflbr to Govind Sing. A Sicque difciple, 
named Biinda, who had attended Govind Sing to the Decan, came, 
after the death of. lus chief, into the Punjab} where, claiming a 
merit from his late conne£don, he rmfed a fmall force, and in va* 
lious defultory cnterpnaes, eftablilhed the charafler of a brave but 
crud Ibldier. His fuccefli» at length drew to his ftandard the 
whole body of the Sicque nation, which had*now widely deviated 
£rom the precepts of thdr foundei/. A confidence in their iftrength, 
rendered prefumptuous by the abfence of the emperor, had made 
diem rapacious and daring, and the late perlixutions, cruel and 
cnthufiallic. Bunda, after difperfing the parties of the leflcr Ma« 
hometan chiefs, attacked the forces of Vizier Khan, the governor 
of Sirhend, who fell in an aflion that was fought with an obfli- 
nate valour, hut ended in the total defeat of the imperial troops. 
The .Sicques exprefiol an extraordiuaiy joy at tins viftoiy, as it 
enabled them to lat'iate their revenge for the death of the funs of 
Qovind Sing. The wife of Viziei Khan, with his chik .en, and a 

* A brother of tUiahauder Shah. 

t Nandere it litoate near the banka of the Godaverj, about 100 miles to the 
''aofth<e 8 ft of Mjfdeiabad. 
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vaft multitude of the inhabitants of Sirhend were deftroyed with 
overy Ipecies of wild fury. The mofques were overthrown or pol- 
luted, and the dead, tom out of their graves, were expofed to the 
beads of prey. A party of Sicques had at the fame time penetrated 
the greater Duab, and feized on the town and certiun diftrifts of 
Saharanpour,* where they flaughtered the inhabitants, or forcibly 
made them converts to the new faith. Bunda, who had rapidy 
acquired the poilefliion of an extenfive territory, was now deferted 
by his good fortune. He had eroded the river Sutledge with an 
intention of carrying his conquefts to the weftward, but being 
Oicountered by Shems Khan, an imperial officer who commanded 
in that quarter, he was repulfed with a great lofs. The Sicque’s 
troops employed in the Duab expedition, had even approached 
the vidnity of Dehli, but they were defeated 1 ^ the forces of the 
empire, and driven back to the diftrifts which ftill remained fob- 
jed; to Bunda. 

Such was the lituation of the Sicques when Bhahauder Shah 
finifhed the Decan campmgn, and returned in the year 1710 to 
Hindoftan. Alarmed at the prqgrefi, and irritated at the cruelties 
they had exercifed, he marched towards their ftarions with a de- 
termination to crafh the fed, and revenge she injuries that had 
been inflided on the Mahometan, religion. Sultan Rouli Khan, 
fne of lus principal oflkers, advanced with a divifion of the army, 


t For its fituatipn, lee ReoneU’s mft 
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and encountering the Sicques on the pluns of Sirhend, put them 
to flight after a bloody conflict ; and a party of the fugitives who 
had taken retuge with Bunda, in a flrong poft, were made pri> 
foiiers, though not brfore thrir diief had efcaped. The Sicques 
who iurvived this difafter, though compelled to dii]^rfe« and their 
chief to wander about the country in diiguife, were not conquered 
in the rrign of Bhahauder Shah. The death * of this prince im- 
peded the futcels of an a£live purfliit which had been made after 
the vanquiflied fe£laries, on whofe lives a price was let in every part 
of the empire. Conformably to the order of the laft prieft, the 
dilciples of Nanock had permitted the growdi of the hair of the 
head and beard. An e£ft was therefore illUed,* eompdling the 
Hindoos of every tribe to cut off thdr hair. 

Jbhandar SHAH,f who fucceeded to the empire^ made a 
flseble effort lo accomplilh the extirpation of the Sicques, but his 
ifaort reign being involved in an alternate feries of debauchery, and 
tumultuous defence of his country againft the invafion of Furruck 
Sir, this people were encouraged to emerge from their conceal- 
ment, and again take up ffu flvord. In the reign of Furruck Sir,| 
the Sicques, who had then colledled a large force, § were vigoroufly 
attacked by Abdul Sumet Khan, the governor <ff Lahore, who 

* Bhahttidcr Shih died about the year 1712; 

t Tbit Soiperor feigned oniy a few montbi. 

X Furruck Sir*! reign continued from lyia-g to 1719. 

} The Skque fercei amounted, it is laid, to 20,000 cavalry. 

Vot. f. L 1 gave 
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gave them battle near the fort of Loghnr,* and gained a dcdfive 
viflory. Thofe who efcaped took iheiter with Banda in Loghur, 
but being clofely invefted, and reduced to extreme diftrefi from 
hunger, they furrendered at difcretion.'f* The captivei were con- 
veyed in triumph to Dehli, where being exhibited in an ignominioua 
manner to the inhabitants of the city, th^ met a deferred fate, for 
their lavage and often unprovoked cruelties. Yet they met it with 
an undaunted firmnefs, and died amidft the wondering praife of 
the populace. 

Having thus briefly related the origin of the Sicques^ with a 
dironolof^cal notice of their ten priefts^ and the ilToe of Bnnda’* 
attempt to eftablifli an independent dominion, I will interrupt the 
hiftorical narrative at this period, by a flimmary delcripdoa of cer«> 
tain domeftic ordinances eftabU&ed by Nanock and Us focceflfors. 
The perlbn defirous of becoming a member of the Sicque dodbin^ 
is conduced into the prefence of five or more of their people, of 
any dais or proleflion, afiembled for flie occafion, when one of 
them pours into the hollow of his hand a little water, which, bong 
touched by the toe of each of the Sicques, the pne^dyte fwallows, 

* Situte about om hundred milct to the iiordi»«eft of Lahoiw 

f 1 hia eeent happened in 1714. 

t The Sicquea affix to their proper name dw word which figniQdng a lion 

in Ae Smfcrit lai^uage, the appellation of Sny bdon|{t pceperlj to military 
order. The civil body of the people^ artixana, meiclMitti^ and all Ae lower clafleai 
being denominated SMywrr, or difciplea. 
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previoully fepeiiting the words Wab'* gcmyee ka ibalfab, wab 
** gpmyee ha fiittab!* Afiter the performance of this obligation, a 
cup filled with Iherbet is introduced, out of which he drinks five 
times, and repeats at intervals the afore-mentioned gaculation. 
At the conclufion of this ceremony, the convert is inftrufied in 
the ufe cX a prayer of great length, in which the religious, moral, 
and political duties of a Sicque are fet forth, and the oblervance of 
them enjoined. 

The firft part of the initiation obferved in admitting a profe- 
lytt, denotes the equality of the followers of Nanock, and is defigned 
to deftroy that fabric of ceremony and form,'whfch the Hindoos 
are now taught to confider as the eflential principle of thor reli- 
gion : but the purpofe of the Sicque priefts in elevating the new 
religion on this fimple bafe, has been but partially executed. The 
military Sicques* permit the hair of the head and beard to grow 
long; they ufually fix an iron bracelet on the left hand, and they 
are prohibited the ufe of tobacco. Thefb regulations, which were 
probably inftituted by their law-givers to diftinguifh them from 
other nations, are now become duties of a primary clafs, and feem 

* Thefe words, compofcd of the Arabic and Hindoo languages, convey a benedic- 
don on the gove rnment of the Sicques, and on the memory of their priefts. The 
Sicqucs faliite cacii other by the expreffion tFab Goorn^ without any inclination of the 
body, or morion of the hand. The gomimwt at large, and tbeir armies, are deno- 
minated Kbalfa and Kbaffaju, 

L 1 2 almoft 
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almoft to form the eflence of thdr creed.* By a law of Nanocir, 
widows are expreffly forbidden to deftroy themfelves at the death 
of thdr hatbands, and are permitted to renew the ceremonies of 
marriage. But fo ibong is yet the adherence of the Sicques who 
have been converted from the Hindoo tribes, to the ancient coftoms 
of thdr country, that many of their women are teen afcending the 
funeral pile « nor are they ever induced to enter a l^nd time into 
the connubial Rate. The Sicques, after the manner of the Hin» 
doos^ bury thdr dead > and they oblige the Mahometan converts 
to adopt the like ul^. They hold a lamentation for the death of 
any perfon criminal, and equally unjuft as to be afilifled with 
grief at the payment of an equitable debt, or the furrender of a. 
truft. Thdr belief of a future Rate teems to corretpond in moft 
of its parts with the metempfycholis of the Hindoos } and as a 
fketch of that fyftem has been already g^ven, any further explana» 
tion o£ it is unnecdTary. 

The Sicque nation is compel^ of two dftinft le£b, or orders 


* This would appear to be an efied naturally produced in the tpinds of the bulk 
of mankind, who eagerly hx their attention and their affedions on exterior objeds % 
which having been caught to behold, with fenuments of refpcA and religious eiithu- 
fiafm they become fo firongly attached to them, thht a poi iion of temporal welfare, 
with the hope of future happinefs, feems among many natii<iib to dep^na i i i rigoioua 
obfervance of form. A confpicuous example of this difpofitii») WuS evinced in the 
rage which the Ruffians manifefted on being obliged by Peter to (have 'nc^r ueards. 
The prince perhaps encountered lefs danger and difficulty in giving new fc/ut r.nd 
new manners to the empire, than in accompliShliig that coaiige in the pciibns of his 
fubjettSs 
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of people ; thofe who compoie the moft ancient one are denomU 
nated Ktualafab,* and adhere, with little deviation, to the inftitu- 
tions of Nanock, and the eight fucceeding priefts j in obedience 
to which, the Khualafah fe«Et are ufually occupied in dvil and do- 
meftic duties. They cut off the hair of their heads and beards, 
and in their manners and appearance refemble the ordinary clalfea 
of the Hindoos.*!* 

The modem order of the Sicques, entitled Kbalfa, was founddt 
by Govind Sing } who, deviating from the ordinances of his pre- 
deceflbrs, imparted a ftrong military fpirit to his adherents, whole 
zealous attadiment enabled him to indulge the 'bent of a fierce 
and turbulent temper, and to give fcope to an ambition, naturally 
aiifing from the power which hiypopularity had created. Go- 
vind Sing is laid to have rcftri£led his le£laries from the ufe of to- 
bacco, and to have enjoined them to permit the growth of the 
beard, and the hair of the head. The military divifion of the 
people is compofed of the Khalfa fe£t, which, from a native harlh- 
nels of features and haughtinets of deportment, is confpicuoully 
difcrimmated from that of the Khualafah, and other clalTes of the 
foreign converts. 

For the fpace of feventy years after the death of Nanock, the 

* Khualafah conveys virtually the bmt nn'aning in the Arabic, as Khalfah^ which 
fignifies pun^ g^^nuim^ &c. 

t 1 have been informed that matrimonial connexions are occafionally formed be- 
tween the Hindoos, and Khualafah bic 4 iicSt 
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growth of the Sicques was flow, and their conduct was regulated 
by a temperate diicretion. But when the Moghul empire had re« 
ceived its mortal wound from the commotions which aroie amongll 
the Tons and the gcandfons of Aurungzebe ; when it was no longer 
guided by the ikilful and vigorous hand which had diflFufed wildom 
and fpirit throughout its vaR machine, the difciples of Nanock 
ifl'ued into the field, and participated in the varying fortunes of the 
day. The rebellions of the diftant provinces, and the faAions 
and intrigues of the court, events which rapidly followed the death 
of Aurungzebe, gave a powerful aid to the exertions of the Sic^ 
ques } who improving the favourable occafion, carried their de> 
predations, even in the reign of Bhahaudei Shah, to the environa 
of the capital. The fituation * of the country where the dotlrine 
of the Sicques had been the mofi widely promulgated, and where 
they firft formed a military body, contributed to augment their 
power, as well as afford fhelter againft a fuperior force of their 
enemies. On the Ikirts of foreflrs and mountains, impervious to 
cavalry, they enjoyed alfo the benefits arifing from the vicinity of 
an opulent populous territory, which at once afforded a ftore of 
converts and plunder. 

The Sicque common-wealth acquired an aftive fhength from 
the fpirit and valour of Bunda, who had infpired them with a zeal, 
which rendered meritorious every a£t of cruelty to the enemies of 

* In the vicinity of the Punjab mountains. 
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thdr and gave their attacks, until oppofed by the colIe6ted 
force of the empire, an irrefiftible impulfe. The fuccefs of this 
fierce adventurer, had allured to his Ihindard a numerous body of 
profelytes : Ibme to obtain a proteftion againft the rapacity of the 
bicque government, others to take Ihelter from the opprellions or 
juft demands of the empire : whilft many embraced the nev^ doc- 
trine, from the hope of participating the plunder of the Punjab. 
The larger portion of the converts were of the tribe of Jatts * and 
Goqers } a people who are chi^y feen in the northern parts of 
India. They are efteemed ikilful and aftive hulbandmen, but no- 
torious for a turbulent and reftlefs temper. 

Thb defeat and death of Bunda effefted a 'total deftruftion of 
the power of the Sicques, and, oftenfibly, an evtirpation of their 
le£l;. An edift was ilTued by Furruck Sir, direfting that every 
Sicque falling into the hands of his officers, Ihould on a refufal of 
embracing the Mahometan faith, be put to the fword. A valuable 
reward was alfo given by the emperor, for the head of every 
Sicque ; and fuch was the keen fpirit that animated the perfecu- 
tion, fuch the fuccefs of the exertions, that the name of a Sicque 
no longer exifted in the Moghul dominion. Thofe who ftill ad- 
hered to the tenets of Nanock, rither fled into the mountains at- 
the head of the Punjab, or cut off their hair, and exteriorly re- 
nounced the profeffion of their religion. 

* The Khslfth Skquw have largely originated from thefe tribci . 
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After a period of more than thirty yens, the fpark that 
had lain concealed amongft the ruins of the fabrick of Nanock, 
burft forth, and produced a flame which hath never been extin- 
guiflied. It is mentioned that the Sicque forces appeared in arms 
at the period of Nadir Shah’s return from Dehli }* * * § when the Per- 
fian army, encumbered with ipoil, and regardlefs of order, was at- 
tacked in the rear by detached predatory parties of Sicque cavalry, 
who occafionally fell upon the baggage-guards, and acquired a large 
plunder. During the periods of tumult and ^ftrefs, which fol- 
lowed the Perlian,*k and the firft Afghan invafion, theSicques 
emei|;ed more confpicuoufly from their places of concealment j and 
colledling a numerous party of promifeuous adventurers, they fooQ 
rofe into military importance. Even at the low ebb to which the 
Sicques had been reduced by the deflrufHon of thar force, the 
death of their leader, and the profeription of their fed), they had 
continued to refort lecretly to Amrut Sir; and as the attention of 
the empire became, at fubfequent periods, fixed on fubjedts that 
demanded an undivided force, the Sicques were not molefted in 
vifiting their favourite place of worlhip, which gradually rofe into 
the capital of thdr narrow territory. Meer Munnoo,:^ the go- 
vernor of Lahore in the reign of Ahmed Shah,$ alarmed at an 

• ‘ 739 - 

f Kiom the year 1739 to 1746* 

% Thi. fnn of summer nd^bein, the vizier of Mahomet Shah. 

§ 1 hib prince iiicceeded to the empire in 17471 and was depofed in 1753. 
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encreafe of power, the evils of which had been already manifefted 
by the devaftations of the Sicques in his own country, made a 
vigorous attack on them ; and it is fuppofed that their force would 
then have been annihilated, had not this people found a ftrenu- 
ous advocate in his minifter Korah Mul, who was himfclf of the 
Khualafah fed, and diverted Meer Munnoo from reaping the full 
fruits of the fuperiority he had gained. 

Aoina Beg Khan, an officer in the fervice of Meer Mun- 
noo, had been fent witli an army into the centre of the Sicque dif- 
trids, which he over-run j and, encountering their army fome 
time in the year 1749, had defeated it with great (laughter.* A 
permanent accommodation was ultimately effeded through the 
mediation of Korah Mul, between the Sicques and the governor 
of Lahore, who being engaged in operations that led to more in- 
terefting objeds, the Sicques were left at liberty to acquire ftrength, 
and enlarge their territory, which extended from the vicinity of 
Lahore, to the foot of the mountains. Whilft Korah Mul lived, 
his influence over the Sicques confined them to their own limit, and 
reftrained their depredations. But the death of this officer, who 
was (lain -f in an adion fougbit with the Afghans, and the tumult 
which aroie at the deceafe of Munnoo,^ from the vai ious compel 

* This adion was fought near the village of Mackavaul, in the northern difiride 
•f the Punjab. 

t The death of Korah Mul happened in the year 1751. 

X Meer Munnoo died in the year 175a. 

M m titots 
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titon to the government of Lahore, enabled the Sicqnei to fix the 
bafis of a power, which, though feverdy fliaken at a fuUeq^t 
period, has raifed them from a lawlefs banditti to the rank of lb- 
vereigns of an extenlive dominion. The charm which had (b 
powerfully operated in augmenting and confolidating the fpadoai 
empire of the Indian Moghuls, and had in the eaftem world pro- 
claimed it invincible, was now broken ; and a wide theatre was 
opened, in which every band of bold adventurers had an ample 
icope to exercife thrir courage, and where the moft alluring ob- 
je£ts were held out to the grafp of ambition and avarice. The 
Ibuthern territories had been dlfmembered from the empire; and 
the Perfians and Afghans, the Mahrattas and the Sicqnes, had 
feverally plundered and laid wafte the northern provinces, and the 
capital. 

Avtek the death of Meer Munnoo, and a rapid fucceflion 
fleeting governors, the government of Lahore devolved on Adina 
Beg Khan ;* and the court of Dehli, in oppolition to the arrange- 
ments of the Duranny Ahmed Shah, who had annexed the Lahore 
province to his dominion, avowedly fupported the power which 
Adina Beg had afliimed in the Punjab. The courage and military 
experience of this officer found an aflive employment in curbing 
the turbulent and rapacious fpirit of the Sicques : but aware of 'the 
advantages that would arife from a confederacy vrith a people whofc 

• Tht ofiecr who defeated the Sicquca at Ae batde of Madmvaid. 
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dq»redations, accompanied with every fpecies of rapine, could not 
be prevented without continued warfare, Adina Beg made an a!« 
liance with the Sicques, founded on a fcheme of combined hoftili- 
ties againft the Afghans, whofe territories * he invited them to 
lay wafte, without requiring participation of the booty. Every 
infringement of the compaA bring feverely reloited by Adina Beg, 
the Sicques were rarely feen interrupting the peace of his govern- 
ment 

Thb court of Dehli, having by intrigue and occalipnal military 
aids, zealoufly contributed to promote the fuccefles of the Lahore 
chief, Ahmed Shah brought an army in the yeas 1756 into India, 
to recover the poflefllion of the Punjab, and to punilh Ghaze>ud- 
Dien, the minifter of Alumguir the Second, who had aflfumed an 
abfblute authority in the capital. Adina Beg, an a^ve fupporter 
of the minifter's interefts, whidi were dolely united with his own, 
not having a fufficient force to meet Ahmed Shah Duranny in the 
field, fled into the adjacent mountains, where he remuned in con- 
cealment until the departure of the Afghan prince to his northern 
dominions. 

In the year 1757, or 1758, a numerous army of Maiirattas,f 

M m a after 


• The A%haM were at that time poflefled of a traft of countrj, reaching from 
die Chinnaun river to Che Indus. 

f They had been invited into Hindoftan by Ghaxe-iid*Dien, to fupport an ad- 
mioiftration which was detefted by the people, and oppofcd by a party at court. Had 

not 
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after fubduing the adjacent territory, arrived in the city of Debit, 
where their chiefs afiiimcd an abfulute fway. Adina Beg, aware of 
the benefits of an alliance with the Mahrattas, reprefented to their 
chiefs, that the Punjab garrifons, weakened by tbe departure of 
Ahmed Shah, wot i fall an eafy conqueft to their arms, which he 
offere:! to rein for' s with his party, and the influence he poflefled 
in that quarter. Tlie Mahratta army moved without delay into 
the Punjab, and, expelling the Afghans from Sirhend and Lahore, 
reduced to their power a tradf of country that extended to the 
river Jaylum.* National commotions calling the principal Mal>- 
ratta oflicers into the Decan, they appointed Adina Beg Khan, 
who had largely promoted their fuccefs, the governor of Lahore : 
but he died early in the following year, at an advanced age, 
highly celebrated in Upper India for bis military- and political 
talents. 

The Sicques, awed by the fuperiour power of the Mahrattas, 
and fearful of incurring the refentment of Adina Beg, had not 
daring his government, carried their depredations into the low 
country^ In the courfe of the feveral expeditions wbicli the Af- 
ghans made into India under Ahmed Shah, they were feverely 
harraffed by the Sicques, who cut off many of their detached par- 


not the arms of Ahmed Shah the Dimnny prevailed over the Mahrattas at the battle 
of Pannifrett, it is probable that the Mahometan power would have been exlinguiflied 
in India. 


^ The fifth Punjab river from the caft ward. 
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ties } and evinced, in the various fchemes of annoying the Afghans, 
an indefatigable intrepidity. 

Ahmed Shah, having in conjunftion with the Mahometan 
chiefs of Hindoftan, routed the combined forces of the Hindoos at 
the battle of Pannifrett, in the beginning of the year 1761, and 
driven the Mahrattas from the northern provinces, meditated a 
full revenge on the Sicques ; who, during a linall interval of his 
ablence, had in the latter end of the fame year, feized on the larged; 
dividon of the Lahore province. Early in the year 1762, he en.> 
tered the Punjab, which he over-run with a numerous army, dif- 
perfing the Sicques wherever they appeared, and>diffufing a ge- 
neral terror by the havock which marked his invafion. The 
Afghan foon became poflellH of all the low country, and the 
Sicques difmayed at his rapid fuccefs, and the cruelties exercifed 
by his fierce foldieiy, abandoned the plains, and fought a Iheltcr 
with their families in the ikirts of the mountains. A large party 
of Sicques had retired towards the northern diftrifts* of Slrhend, 
which being more than an hundred miles diftant from Lahore, 
the ftation of the Afghan army, they were not apprehenfive 
of any immediate attack. But the motions and onlet of Ahmed 
Shah were equally rapid and dreadful. lie fell fuddenly on this 
body in February 1762, having marched from Lahore in lels 

* The villiges of Oocjenral and Baffpour, were at that time their common 
jlacei of refuge. 
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than two days, and cut to pieces, it is fiid, twenty-five thou- 
liuid of thdr cavalry. The Sicques, in didr day of fucceis, hamg 
defiled and deftroyed the moTques and other ficred places of the 
Mahometans, compelling alio many of them to embrace die faith 
of Nanock, now felt the favage vengeance of thor enemies. 
Amrut Sir was rafed to the ground, and the (acred waters cho ab e d 
up with its ruins. Pyranuds were erefted, and covered with the 
heads of flaughtered Sicques ) andit is mentioned, that Ahmed Shah 
cauled the widls of the principal mofques which had been poUutcd 
by the Sicques to be walked with their Uood, that the contamina- 
don might be removed, and the ignominy ofi&red to the rdipon 
of Mahomet, expiated. Yet theft examples of ferodous rigour 
did not quell the native courage of the Sicques, who ftiU gnntiftTO 
to ilTue from their faftndfts, to hover on the tear of the 
armies, and to cot off thdr ftattered parties. 

Ahmed Shah, in the doft of die year 1762, teturnedinto 
Afghaniflan, which bring compoftd of provinces recently con- 
quered or acqmred, and inhabited by a warlike fierce people, de- 
manded a rigihmt peHonal attention. A body of his troops, co m- 
manded by an ofiSicer of difiingmlhed rank, had been ftationed in 
the Lahore territory, and in the cafutal, which was ftrongly gar- 
rilbned. But (bon after the march of Ahmed Shah, the Sicques 
were fisen deftentfing from dirir various holds on the Punjab, which 
thqr rajMdly Irid wafte^ and after ftveral defoltoiy afitions, m wludi 
die A%hans were defiated, they bafii^ged, and what ftemy extraor- 

dinaiy. 
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dinary, they todk the city of Lahore } where wildly indulj^ng the 
enmity that had never ceafed to inflame them againft thefe levere 
icouiges of their nation, they committed violent outrages. The 
mofqaes that had been rebuilt or reflored to ufe by the Maho- 
metans, were demolilhed with every mark of contempt and in- 
dignation } and the Afghans, in chains, waflied the foundations 
with the blood of hogs. They were alfo compelled to excavate 
the refervmr at Amrat Sir, which in the preceding year they had 
filled np. The Sicques, however, keenly aftnated by refentment, 
let a bound to the impuUe of revenges and though the Afghan 
maflacre and per&cution mud have been deeply imprinted on 
flidr minds, they did not, it is &id, deftroy one prilbner in cold 
blood. 

Thb records of the Sicques give a relation of a battle fought 
with the Afghans, previoufly to the capture of Lahore : but as 
its aflbted iflue does not correfpond with the feries of fuccefs, 
which eonfpicuoufly in India accompanied the Afghan arms under 
Ahmed Shah, or dand fupported by any collateral proof to which 
I have had accefs, I am neoefTarily led to doubt fome parts of the 
Sicque's rdation. Tins event is fiud to have happened in October 
lyfia, when the colleQed body of the Sicque nation, amounting to 
fiz^ thoufimd cavalry, had formed a junftion at the mins of Amrat 
Sir, for the purpofe of performing fome appointed ceremony, and 
where they refolved, ezpeftmg the attack, to pledge their national 
cndenoe on the event of a battle. Ahmed Shah, at that time en- 
camped 



tio FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 

camped at Lahore, marched with a ftrong force to Amrot Sir,t 
and immediately engaged the Sicques ; who, roufed by the fury of 
a defperate revenge, in fight alfo of the ground facted to the 
founders of their religion, whofe monuments had been deftroyed 
by the enemy they were then to combat, difplayed, during a bloody 
contefl*, which lafted from the morning until night, an enthufi> 
afiic and fierce courage, which ultimately forced Ahmed Shah to 
draw off his army and retiro with precipitation to Lahore. The 
Sicques, it is alfo ^d, purfued the enemy to that dty, which they 
took after a Ihort fiege ; and that Ahmed Shah, having made his 
efcape before the furrender, eroded the Indus. Any probability of 
this event can only be reconciled by a fuppofition, that the army 
of Ahmed Shah had fufiered Ibme extraordinary redudious, pre- 
vioufly to the period in which this occurrence isfridtohave 
happened. Without a further difculfion of this clouded fad, we 
will proceed to the common annals of the day, where it is feen 
that the Duranny returned into the Punjab, in the autumn of 
1763, when he retook Lahore, and agun drove the Sicques from 
the low country. The fuccefies of this prince, though decided at 
the moment, were not followed by either a benefit to himftlf or 
to the country he conquered } and could be only traced by {laugh- 
ter and rapine j for in the courie of the following year, during his 

* This place is about fortj qiilei to the weftsnrd of Lahore. 

t A total ecUpTe of the fim it ftid to have happened on the day of afiioB. 
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fliort abfence, the Sicques ravaged the Punjab, expelled the Af* 
ghan garrifons, and purfued their fortune with fo vigorous a ra* 
pidity, that during the year 1764, they had over>run, and feized 
on, an extent of territoiy reaching from the borders of the Indus 
to the diftri£Is of Dehli. 

Ahmed Shah, in the three following years, continued t6 
maintain a defultory w'ar with the Sicques ; but polTeffing no trea« 
fure in India, fearing alfo the effefts of a remote relidence from 
his native dominion, he muft have at length Ihrunk from the dif- 
ficulties of conquenng a numerous people, who when driven from 
the plains, poflelTed impenetrable retreats in forefts and moun- 
tains j and, what was more dreadful to their enemies, an invincible 
courage. 

After the year 1767, the period of his laft campaign in 
India, Ahmed Shah, (rams to have wholly relinquiflied the defign 
of fubduing the Punjab. The Sicques now became the rulers of 
a large country, in every part of which’ they eftablifhed an undi- 
vided authority, and railed in it the folid ftruflure of a religion, 
in the propagation and defence of which, their perfevering valour 
merit a common applaufe. 

Timur Shah, the reigning prince of Afghanifian, the fon of 
Ahmed Shah, had made war on the Sicques with various fuccefs. 
During the interval of his laft campaign in India, he wrefted from 
them the city, with a large divifion of the province of Moultan ; 
which the Sicques, contraiy to the fpirit of their national cha- 
Voi. I. N n rafter, 
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ra£ler, evacuated after a weak refiftance. This furtender might oti 
the firft view be termed pufillanimous, efpecially when the ina£tive 
difpofition of Timur is conlidered ; but it feems to have been a 
natural confequence of their eternal divifions, and the fears enter* 
tained by the body at large, of the encreafe of individual power. 
The dominions of the Sicques, whofe limits are ever in a ftate of 
fluftuation, was, in the year 1782, bounded on the north by the 
chain of mountains that extend in an oblique line acrofs the head 
of the Punjab} on the eaft by the polfeiTions of the emperor and 
his officers, which reach to Pannifrett and Kurrwaul ; on the fouth- 
eaft by the Agra diftrids ; on the fouth by Moultan } and on the 
weft by the Indus, except where the town and independences of 
Attock, and fome petty chiefshi^>s, are interfperfed. 

The Sicques have reduced the Iqrgeft portion of the territory 
of Zabitah Khan, leaving him little more than the fort of Ghous 
Ghur, with a very limited domain in its vicinity. This chief, the 
degenerate fon of Najeb>ud-Dowlah, has made no vigorous effort 
in his defence; but thinking to footh them, and divert thrir en- 
croachments, affumed the name of a Sicque, and ofteniibly, it 
is faid, became a convert to the faith of Nanock.* It is not feen 
that he derived any benefit from his apoftacy ; for at the period of 
my journey through the Duab, the Sicques were invefting his fort, 

* Durip Sing, was the name taken by Zabitah Khan. He was fucceeded by his 
fon Gholam Bhahauder, in 17851 who« though an afiive foldieri and refpeAed by the 
Sicques, is not emancipated from their power. 

and 
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and he was redaced to the defperate alternative of calling in abody 
of their mercenaries to his afliftance. 

In the b^inning of the year 1783, aparty of Sicques tra* 
verfing the Ghous Ghur approached the Ganges, where 

it forms the weftem limit of Rohilcund, with an intention of 
croffing the river, and invading the country of the vizier. Being 
at that time in Rohilcund, 1 witnefled the terror and general 
alarm which prevailed amongft the inhabitants, who, deferting 
the open country, had retired into forts and places inacceflible to 
cavalry. The Sicques, perceiving the difficulty of paffing a river 
in the ffice of the rizier's troops, which were polled on the 
eallem bank, receded from their purpole. ’This fa£l has been 
adduced to Ihew that the Sicques command an uninterrupted 
pafiage to the Ganges.* 

Thus have 1 laid before you, according to the moll fubllantial 
authorities that 1 could obtrin, the origin of the Sicques ; their 
fiiil territorial eftablilhment, and the outlines of the progrefs they 
made, in extending a fpacious dominion, and conlblidating the 
power which they at this day pulTefs. We have feen this people, 
at two different periods, combating the force of the M(^hul em« 
pire, and fo feverely deprelled by its fuperior ftrength, that the 
exillence of their fe6l was brought to the edge of annihilation. 

* The Sicque forces aflembled again in the beginning of the year 1785, when they 
entered the province of Rohilcundi and having laid it waftci for the fpace of one 
hundred milcS| they returned unmolcRed. 

N n a 
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The Afghan war involved them in a feries of ftill more grievotit 
calamity ; as they had then laid the foundation of a growing 
power, and more fenlibly felt the ravages of a formidable foe. 
They were driven from the fandtuary of their religion, and perie> 
cuted with a rage which Teemed to keep pace with the encreafing 
ftrength and inveteracy of their enemy : yet we have feen, that in 
the loweft ebb of fortune, they retained the fpirit of refourcej 
that they boldly feized on every hold which offered fupportj 
and, by an invincible perfeverance, that they ultimately rofe fu- 
perior in a conteft with the moff potent prince of his age. 
Grand auxiliary caufes operated alfo in the formation and final 
eftabliflunent of the Sicques’ dominion. It hath already been 
noticed, that the firft efforts of this people commenced at a 
time when the Moghul empire loft its energy and vigour » when 
inteftine commotions, the intrigues of a luxurious court, and the 
defedtion of diftant governors, had promoted the increale of in* 
(fividual interefts, and a common relaxation of allegiance. 

The decifive fuperiority obtmned over the Sicques^ by Meer 
Mimnoo, would, we muft believe, with a judicious application of 
its ufes, have removed to a farther diftance the rank which this 
ftate now maintains in Hindoftan. To develope the adtions of 
men, with whofe hiftory we are trivially acquainted, would be fa!> 
bricating too refined a fyftem of fpeculation } nor would I now 
inveftigate fo obfeure a fubjedl, were it not to generally obferve, 
that the prelervation of the Sicques from the efiedls of Meer 

Munnoo*a 
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Munnoo’s fuccds, appears to have been largely promoted by the 
interference of his minifter Khorah Mul, who being himfelf a 
Sicque, naturally became a trufty advocate of the fe£t j and who, 
it is faid, completed his afcendancy over the Mahometan, by a 
confiderable donation. But the diftrafled Bate of Ahmed Shali’s 
Afghan and Perfian dominion, which urgently called on a per.* 
ibnal adminiftration, afforded the Sicques the moft favourable oc> 
cafions of accomplifhing the conqueft of the Punjab ; and it is 
probable, that, had the Afghan prince been enabled to prolong 
his campaigns in Hindnftan, the Sicques would not, during his 
life, have attained any exteniive degree of national confequence. 

1 FIND an embarralfinent in applying a diftinft term to the 
form of the Sicque government, which, on the firft view, bears an 
appearance of ariftocracy ; but a clofer examination difeovers a 
laige vdn of popular power branching through many of its parts. 
No honorary or titular diftindtion is conferred on any member * 
of the Rate, and the chiefs are treated with a deference that would 
feem to arife only from the military charges they may at the inftant 
be invefted with, and from a felf'preferving regard to the fubordi- 
nation necefiarily required in condufbing an armed body. Though 
orders are ifliied in a Sicque army, and a fpecies of obedience ob« 
ferved, punifhments are rarely inflicted; and the chiefs, who 

* The pofterity of the ten prieflt are occafionaily denominated purgadais, that is, 
defendants of a fiunt, or prophet. 
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often command parties of not more than fifty men, b^g nume- 
rous, its motions are tumultuous and irregular. An equality of 
nnk is maintuned in their civil fociety, which no dais of men, 
however wealthy or powerful, is fuffered to break down. At the 
periods when general councils of the nation were convened, wMch 
confifted of the army at lai^, every member had the privilege of 
delivering his opinion ; and the majority, it is faid, decided on 
the fubjeff in debate. The Khalfah Sicques, even of the low^ 
order, are turbulent people, and poflefs a haughtinefs of deport- 
ment which, in the common occurrences of life, peculiarly marks 
their charafler. Examples of this difpofition I have myfelf wit- 
nefied, and one of them I think merits a difiiinft notice. In tra- 
velling through the Siringnaghur country, our party was joined by 
a Sicque horfeman, and being defirous of procuring his acquain- 
tance, I ftudioully offered him the various attentions which men 
obferve to thofe they court. But the Sicque received my advances 
with a fixed referve and difdain, giving me, however, no individual 
caufe of offence ; for lus deportment to the other paifengers was 
not leTs contemptuous. IBs anfwer, when I alked him the name 
of his chief, was wholly conformable to the obfervations I had 
made of his nation. He told me (in a tone of voice, and with 
an expreflSon of countenance, which feemed to revolt at the idea 
of fervitude) that he difdamed an earthly fuperiour, and acknow- 
ledged no other mafter than his prophet 1 

The civil and military government of the Sicques, before a 


common 
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common intereft had ceaTed to afluate its operations, was con- 
duced by general and limited alTemblies, which prelided over the 
different departments of the Rate. The grand convention, called 
in their language Goorimottat was that in which the army met to 
tranfaC the more important affairs of the nation j as the declara- 
tion of war or peace, forming alliances, and detaching parties on 
the fervice of the year. The amount of the contributions levied 
on the public account was reported to this aflembly, and divided 
among the chiefs, proportionably to the number of their troops. 
They were at the fame time obliged to diRribute a certain fhare of 
this property to their foldiers, who, on any caufe of diffatisfac- 
tion, made no hefitation in quitting their fervice, and following a 
more popular leader. Subordinate officers were eRablifhed for re- 
giRering the political correfpondence of the Rate, and for providing 
warhke Rores ; and the adminiRration of ecclefiaRical affairs was 
entruRed to a certain fociety of religeufe, compofcd chiefly of the 
defcendants of their original prieRs, but they did not poflefs any 
influence in the temporal regulation of the Rate. Thefe were the 
principal ordinances enaCed by the firR chiefs, when the people 
were united, and a common objeC governed their public con- 
duC. The dominions of the Sicques, now widely extended, have 
been fince divided into numerous Rates, which purfue an inde- 
pendent intereR, without a regard to general policy. The grand 
affembly is now rarely fummoned, nor have the Sicques, fince the 
Afghan war, been embarked in any united caufe. 


Their 
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Thbir militajy force may be fud to confift eflentially of ca* 
valry ; for though fotne artillery is maintained, it is auxwardty 
managed, and its ufes ill underftood ; and their infsntry, held in 
low eftimation, ufually garrifon the ^orts, and are employed in the 
meaner duties of the fervice. A Sicque horfeman is armed with 
a matchlock and fabre of excellent metal, and his horfe is ftrong 
and well formed. In this matter I fpeak from a perfonal know- 
ledge, having in the courfe of my journey feen two of their par- 
ties, each of which amounted to about two hundred horfemen. 
They were clothed in white vefts,* and their arms were pre- 
ferved in good order: the accoutrements, conlifting of priming 
horns and ammunition pouches, were cUefly covered with Eu- 
ropean Icarlet cloth, and ornamented with gold lace. The pre- 
dile£lion of the Sicques for the match-lock mufquet, and the 
COhftant ule they make of it, caufes a difference in their man- 
ner of attack from that of any other Indian cavalry ; a party, 
from forty to fifty, advance in a quick pace to the diftance of 
a carabine ^ot from the enemy, and then, that the fire may 
be given wi^ the greater certainty, the horfes are drawn op, 
and their pieces difchai;geds when, fpeedily retiring about a 
hundr^' paces, they load and. repeat the fame mode of annoy- 
ing the enemy. .The horfes have been lb expertly trrined to 
the perfoimance of this operation, that on receiving a ftroke of 

* A lon|s calico ^wn, bsiria| « dofe body and lleerci^ widi s white ftirt. 
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the hand, thqr iitop from a full career. But it is not by this 
mode of combat that the Sicques have become a formidable 
people. Their fuccelles and conquefts have largely originated 
from an activity unparalleled by other Indian nations, from 
thdr endurance of excelRve fatigue, and a keen refentment of 
injuries. The perfonal endowments of the Sicques are derived 
from a temperance of diet, and a forbearance from many of 
thole fenfual pleafures which have enervated the Indian Maho- 
metans. A body of their cavalry has been known to make 
marches of forty or fifty miles, and to continue the exertion 
for many fuccelfive days. 

The forces of this nation muft be numerous, though 1 am 
not pofiefled of any fubllantial document for afcertaining the 
amount. A Sicque will confidently fay, that his country can 
fumilh three hund^ thoufond cavalry, and, to authenticate the 
aflertian, affirms that every perfon, holding even a fmall pro- 
perty, is provided with a horfe, match-lock, and fide-arms. But 
in qualification of this account, if we admit that the Sicques 
when united can bring two hundred thoufand horle into the field, 
their force in cavalry is greater than that of any other ftate in 
Hindollan. A pailage which I extra£led from a memoir,* written 
at Dehli in 1777, exhibits a lively picture of this people in 
their military capacity. '* The Sicques,” it reprefents, ** are 


m 


Vox.. I. 


* 1 hdiere k mu writtoi ky Colond Fdier. 
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** in general fti^ng and well made } accuftomed from thdr inftncy 
** to the ihoft laborious life, and bardeft fare, they make marches^ 
** and undergo fjitigum that really appear aftonilhing. In their 
excurfions they carry no tents- or baggage, except, perhaps, a 
fmall tent for the principal officer : the reft (belter tbemfelves 
** under blankets, which ferve them alio in the cold weather to 
*' wrap themfelves in, add which, on a march, cover thdr. (addles. 
*' They have commonly two, fome of them three, horfes each, of 
** the middle (ize, ftrong, aflive, and mild tempered. The pro- 
** nnces of Lahore and Moukan, noted fbr<a breed of the belt 
** horfes' in HindoAan, afford them an ample fupply; and indeed 
** they take the greateft care to encreafe it by all means m thdr 
” power. Though they make merry on the demile of any of thdr 
** brethren, they mourn for the death of a horfe : thus (hewing 
** their love of an animal fo necelTary to them in their profcffional 
capacity. The food of the Sicques is of the coarfeft kind, and 
fuch as the pomreft people in Hindoftan ufe from neceffity. 
** Bread, baked in afhes, and foaked in a ma(h made of different 
" forts of pulfe, is the bed: difh, and fuch as they never indulge 
*' in but when at full leifure j otherwife, vetches and tares, haftily 
** parched, is all they care for. They abhor fmoaking tobacco, 
for what reafon I cannot difcover; but intoxicate themfelves 
*' freely with fpirits of their own country manufaflure. A cup 
*< of the lad they never fail taking after a fatigue at night. Thor 
" drefs is extremely fcanty : a pair of long blue drawers, and a 
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feint! of checkered plaid, a part of which is faftened round the 
'* waift, and the other thrown over the Ihoulder, with a mean 
turban, form thdr clothing and equipage. The chiefs are dif* 
** tinguilhed by wearing Ibme heavy gold bracelets on their wriflsr, 
'* and Ibmetimes a chain of the lame metal bound round their 
*' turbans, and by bring mounted on better horfes : otherwife, no 
** diltinftion appears amongft them. The chiefs are numerous, 
Ibme of whom have the command of ten or twelve thoufand ca^ 
** valry ; but this power is confined to a fmall number, the in- 
** ferior officers maintrining from one to two thoufand, and many 
** not more than twenty or thirty horles } a certain quota of which 
** is fumilhed by the chief, the greater part bring the individual 
property of the horfemen.” 

From the fpirit of independence fo invariably infufed amongft 
them, their muturi jealoufy, and a rapacious>ovihg temper, the 
Sicques at this day are feldom leen co-operating in national concert, 
but afhiated by the influence of an individual ambition, or private 
diftruft, they purfue fuch plans only as coincide with thefe mo« 
tives. An example of their forces being engaged in oppolite in* 
terefts, has been noticed in the cafe of Mhah Sing, who fuccoured 
the Rajah of Jumbo, againft the Sicque party, which had invaded 
his country. Before the chiefs of the Mountaineers country, at 
the head of the Punjab, were reduced to a tributary ilate, levere 
depredations were committed on them ly the Sicques, who plun- 
dered and deftroyed their habitations, carried off the cattle, and, if 

O 0 2 flrorg 



FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 


29a 

Rrong and well formed, the male children, who were made eon- 
verts to the faith of Nanock. But-fince the payment of a fixed 
tribnte has been ftipulated, which does not amount to more than 
five per cent, on tl' revenue, the Mountaineers are little molefted, 
except when the S^'ques have been 6dled in to adjuft thw damefiic 
quarrels. 

The extenfive and fertile tenitory of the Sieques,. and Aeir 
attachment and application in the midft of warfare to the occupao 
tions of agriculture, muft oridently produce a large revdiue. The 
diftrids dependant on Lahore in the reign of Aurungzebe, pro- 
duced, according to Mr. Bernier, a revenue of two hundred and 
forty-fix lacks and ninety-five thoufand rupees and we are 
naturally led to fuppofe, from the induftrious /kill of the Sieques 
in the various branches of cultivation, that no great decreale of 
that amount can have taken place fince the Punjab has ^en into 
their poiTeflion. 

An extenfive and valuable commerce is alTo maintained in 
their country, which has been extended to diftant quarters of 
India) particularly to the provinces of Beiigal andBahar, where 
many SicqUe merchants of opulence at tins time refide. The Omi- 
diund who took ib aflive, though unfortunate, a (hare in the re- 
volution, which the Englifli effefled in Bengal, was a Sicque 1 as 

* Two millions four hundred and fixty-nine tboufiuid five hundred pounds fleilingt 
at two (hillings for the rupee. 
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is his adopted (oDi who is now an inhabitant of Calcutta. Mer- 
chants of every nation or feft, who may introduce a traffick into 
their territories, or are eftablifhed under their government, expe- 
rience a full protection, and enjoy commercial privileges in com- 
mon with their own fubjeCts. At the fame time it muft be no- 
ticed, that fuch immunities are granted only tffthoie who remain 
amongft them, or import wares for the immediate fupply of the 
Sicque markets. But the foreign traders, or even travellers, who 
attempt to pafs through the Punjab, are often plundered, and 
ufually ill-treated. In the event of no moleftation being offered 
to people of this defcription, the efcape is ever fpoken of with a 
degree of joyful furprize, and a thanksgiving is offered to Provi- 
dence for the lingular efcape. This conduCt, inimical to the pro* 
grefs of civilization, and an impediment to the inBux of wealth, 
proceeds from an extreme jealoufy of ftrangers, added to a rapa- 
city of temper, which make them averfe to the encouragement of 
any Icheme in whole fuccefs they do not immediately participate. 

Thr Sicques are not rigorous in their fiipulations with the 
Mahometan proielytes, who, if they abftain from beef's flcfb, 
(which is held in equal abhorrence by the Sicques as by the Hin- 
doos), and perform the more oftenlible duties, as burning their 
dead, and preferving the hrir of the head, an indulgent latitude is 
granted in all the other articles of the creed of Nanock. The 
Mahometans who relide in the Punjab are fubjeCt to occafional op- 
preffion, and often to the infult of the lower claflies of the people; 

among 
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among whom it is not an uncommon practice to defile the places 
of worlhip, by throwing in the carcafes of hogs and other things 
held impure by the Mullelman law. The Mahometans are alfo 
prohibited from announdng thdr ftated times of prayer, which, 
conformably to their ufage, is proclaimed in a loud tone of voice. 
A.Sicque who in tht chace (hall have flain a wild hog, is frequently 
known to compel the firft Mahometan he meets to carry to his 
home the body of the animal} and, on being initiated into the 
rites of their rdigion, the Sicques will fometimes require a Maho- 
metan convert to bind on his arm the tulk of a boar, that by this 
a£l of national impurity, he may the more avowedly teftify a re- 
nunciation and contempt of the tenets of his former faith. Thefe 
fads will fufiiciently mark the haughty and infultlng demeanor, 
winch, with few deviations, forms a prominent feature in the 
charader of the military Sicques } but we may alfo afcribe a certain 
portion of their fevere and contumelious treatment of the Maho- 
metans, to a remembrance of recent injuries. 

The difcordant interefts which agitate the Sicque nation, and 
the conftitutional genius of the people, muft incapacitate them, 
during the exiftence of thefe caufes, from becoming a formidable 
ofidifive power •, nor are they invefted with that fpecies of execu- 
tive ftrength which is neceflary to advance and eftablilh a diftant 
conqueft. In the defence and recovery of their country, the 
Sicques difplayed a courage of the moft obftinate kind, and mani- 
fefted a perleverance, under the prefliire of calamities, which bear 
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an ampk teftimony of native refource, when the common danger 
had roufed them to a6tion, and gave bat one impuUe to their fprit. 
Should any future cauie adl forth the combined efforts of the 
Sicques to maintun the exiftence of empire and religion, we may 
fee fome ambitious chief led on by lus genius and fuccefs, and, 
ablbrbing the power c( his aflbciates, difplay, from the ruins of 
thtir commonwealth, the ftandard of monarchy. The page of hif^ 
tory is filled with the like efl^s, Ipnoging from the like caules. 
Under fnch a form of government, 1 have little hefitati<m in fay- 
ing, that the Sicques would be foon advanced to the firfi rank 
amongft the native princes of Hindoftan t and would become a 
tenor to the furrounding Rates.* 

1 am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

* MhajgM Sciodis, a Bibhatbi chief, bf lenihg; die rdki of the Imperial eu- 
dioritp and domain, hu placed himfelf in the fitnathm which the Skqttca muft have 
affimna of occopfing. TUf fclbliitioa will natuiallp create a national enmitp, 
perhaps a conle^ between die nordiein btandi of the Idabiatta empiie^ and the 
Skqnea. 
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LETTER XII. 

Kajhtnirey Aprils 1783. 

DEAR SIR, 

On the 17th of April, I left Jumbo; wd, 
accompanied by a Kalhmirian fenrant, who carried my baggage, 
1 reached the fmall village of Dunlhaulah, after a pmnful 
journey on foot, of ten cofles. A review of my feet, too plainly 
ihewed that they had not been proof againft the fteep and 
rocky roads I had clambered over; indeed they had fuffered fo 
feverely by bruifes and excoriations, that I could fcarcely walk. 

Having bound up my feet with bandages foaked in oil, I 
reached, on the i8th, though with difficulty, the village of Na« 
grolah*— five cofles. During tbefe two laft days, 1 paid, at the 
diffimnt cuftom-houfes, certun fmall fees of office, which were 
not authorized chai^ges ; but being known to be a firanger, and 
apparently in a condition to iatisfy the demand, I was feldom 
permitted to pafs a cufiom>houfe unmolefted. Though the la- 
cerations in my feet gave me much pain, efpecially at the firll 
fetting off, I purfued my journey in good ipirits, being pro- 
Vot. I. P p tefted 
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te£led by the quiet difpolition of the peofde, and fare of pro» 
curing a good meal in the evenings, with commodious lodging. 
The firll night, we were recrived into a retail (hop, at Dun- 
Ihaulah, where I dept on my large blanket, and fupped on 
Ibme Ipiced meat and bifcuits, which my Jumbo hoft had pro> 
vided: and at Nagrdah we were accommodated by a Maho> 
metan family, who fupplied me with a ftanding bed. 

On the 19th, at Luttere — eight codes. The latter part of 
the journey led me up a high and fte^ hill, and the fun, then 
at its meridian height, had nearly overpowered me ; when, on a 
fudden, I found myfelf on a fummit, where fomc charitable 
Hindoo had erefted a fmall, but a cool, building,* plentifully 
fupplied with pots of water. Under this holpitable (hade, 1 
was permitted, though a Mahometan, to reft during the day, 
and to deep at night. Many Hindoos came in for the benefit 
of the water and (hade, and obferving that I was lame, they 
treated me with an attentive kindnefs, and dilpeni^ with my 
rifing when any of their prindpal people entered. 

In the number of thole who came to partake of the chari- 
table ulb of this houfe, was a Mahometan, who gaculadng his 
laid himfelf down, without farther ceremony, in the 
interior quarter of the apartment. A I£ndoo of rank, apcom- 

* Called, in the langwge of the countrj, Darmfldlinf which fignifies ** A char 
** litahle foundation.'* 

t An Anbick compound word, fignifying <* In the mow of God." 
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panied by feveral attendants, entered foon a^er, and obfirving 
that the mendicant had occupied the moft convenient, as well 
as honorary place, and that he offered no mark of attention or 
rrefpeft, the Hindoo ordered that his chatties, which were heavy, 
ihould be thrown into the road. On exckdming againft this aft 
of geftion, he was. told, that though the houfe was erefted for the 
purpole of common accommodation, with no view of excluding 
any nation or left j yet in fome cafes, as in the prefent, an obfer- 
vance of precedency and deference was neceflary. This anecdote 
will ferve to generally delineate the native difbmnoe betwixt the 
temper of a Hindoo and a Mahometan. What do you think 
would have been the reception of a Hindoo, particularly of a reli- 
gious order, had he come into a karavanferah, in a Mahometan 
country, and throw his bra& pot, his rice, or peafe, into an apart- 
ment which Mahometans had previoufly occupied 1 Could the 
Hindoo have after) mth fuch indifcretion— his pumlhment would 
have been more difgraceful and fevere than death. From long 
obfervation, I can with confidence fay, that the Hindoos are a more 
temperate people, and mudi more u&fhl in the various relations 
of life, than any clafs of Mahometans that have come within my 
knowledge. 

At the vicinity of Nagrolah commence the diftrifts of the 
Chinnanee chief, a dependant on Jumbo, who poflefles a revenue 
of about a lack of rupees. Tlus chief does not remit any tribute 
to his fuperior, but aflifts his government with a quuta of troops 
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in the event of exigency ; and comformably to this tenure he now 
ferves in the campaign againft the Sicques. 

On the 20th, at Ghinnanee } a neat and populous town, iituate 
on the brow of a hill ; at the foot of which, on the eaftem fide, 
runs a rapid ftream pafling to the left. This channel is pafled by 
means of two ftout fir beams, one of which reaches from the Ihore 
to an infulated rpck in the centre of the current, on which it is 
fattened by wooden ttakes i and the other extends from the rock to 
the oppofite bank. The velocity with wluch the water was preci- 
pitated, its roaring noife, and the narrow Ihaking bridge, gave full 
occafion for the ufe of my eye, and the tteadinefs of my head. At 
Ghinnanee, 1 was taxed in the fum of a rupee for permilfion to 
CFofs the river Chinnaun, which forms the weftcm limit of this 
chiefship. 

On the xift, at Dumomanjee— feven cofles. A few icattered 
houfes, in one of which I was accommodated by a Kafiimirian fa- 
mily, who had taken a farm in that quarter. The approach to 
this village leads through a valley, covered with luxuriant herbage, 
and interfperfed with fome of the mott beautiful flmibs I ever faw. 
From Jumbo hither, the road tended, as nearly, as I could afcer- 
tain, to the eaft and eaft-by-foudi } but from the vicinity of Du- 
momunjee it l^s to the north and north>by*weft.* 

On 

* M/ fervint informed me that robberies are often committed in thefe parts, by the 
inhabitants of an adjacent diftrid j and to avoid wbicb, traveilcrs have been induced to 

make 
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On the aad, at Naufman — nine cofles : a fmall village in the 
Kiflitewer country ; the only independant Hindoo territory I have 
yet feen in India. This day crofled the Chinnaun, ufually deno- 
minated at this place, from the mode of eroding it, the Chickah. 
The manner of conveying paiTengers and all forts of property over 
this ftream is curious, and deftrves explanation. The Chinnaun 
il about feventy or eighty yards broad, and, like the rivers of this 
part of India, from the declivity of the country, very rapid. On 
the oppolite banks are fixed ftrong wooden polls, of about four 
feet in height, on the upper ends of which a llout rope is tightly 
extended, and is joined below to a fmaller one, })y hoops of twilled 
oilers.— In the centre of the fmall rope, to which only the hoops 
are firmly attached, hangs a vehicle of net-work, for the convey- 
ance of merchandife and padTengers, which is fupported from the 
main rope by a wooden Aider, in the form and fize of a bullock’s 
yoke, to whole ends the vehicle is fallened j and a fulGcient length 
of both ends of the fmall rope permits it to be landed on either 
fide of the river. It appears that the feat, or as it is termed in 
this county, the Chickah, is by mutual agreement kept on the 
KiAitSwer fide, during the night. In defiance of my pafsport, the 
ofiicer at the Chinnanee limit, taxed me in an additional fees and I 
was allb compelled to boy my way through an inferior tribe of 


nuke a deviation from the more lEred track. But I apprehend that the abrupt deep- 
neb of fome of the raiiges of mountains in this quarter, has caufed this oblique 
dircAion. 
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harpies, who infefted the water fide. Anxious to arrive at the end 
of the ftage, being both hungry and tired, I endeavoured to padfy 
their clamours j but other demands were yet againft me : for this 
extraonfinary race of ferrymen, having conveyed my lervant and 
our little baggage over half of the river, kept them Twinging there, 
and declared that they (hould be detained until a fecond payment 
was made. Though this impediment materially afie£ted me, I 
could not refifi; laughing at the aukward pofition of the unfortu* 
nate domeftic, who bawled out to me, frmn his flack rq>e, that 
they were a pack of hardened r<^es, and that he would rather be 
kq>t hanging all ni|^t, than con&nt to give them a fiuthing more. 
But the neceflities of my fituation cooled my re&ntment, and 
obliged me to purchafe hb releafe. 

At Naufman, I waited on a Mahometan of Ibme diftin£tion, 
who was travellmg into Kaflunire, and 1 requefted permiflion to 
travel in his fuite, that I might wifli more fuccds, 1 informed 
him, repel the dreaded attack of the cufom>hoofe officers who, 
fince my departure from Jumbo, had extorted a huger fum than 
was proportioned to the ftate of my finances. At the diftance of 
every ten or twdve nules from Jumbo to the Chinnaun river, one 
of thefe petty tyrants takes his ftand } and on the payment of a ffi- 
pulated fijm to the government, coUefts the public duties, as well as 
enforces every fpecies of private exaddon } and fuch taxes have be- 
come the more grievous to the merchant, by thdr being equally 
levied on the tranlportation of goods through a diftriA, as at the 

actual 
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aftual place of fale. From Kafhmire to Lucknow are not lefs than 
thirty Rations at which a duty of three and four per cent is levied 
on every quality of merchandize : this charge, with the expences 
necefiarily incurred in the courfe of a tedious and diftant land-con- 
veyance, largely enhances the price of lhauls in the lower part of 
India. Zulphucar Khan, the perfon whom I had addrefled, rea- 
dily offered me alfiftance, and admitted me, without relerve, into 
his party. This Khan had lately ferved the chief of Jumbo, and 
had been employed in the management of a diftrifk which that 
cluef holds in Kalhmire. But on the charge of fome default the 
Mahometan was recalled j and, after undergoing a rigorous con- 
finement, as well as fevere tortures, the effect of which had de- 
ftroyed his tight hand, he was permitted to retire into Kalhmire, 
where his fanuly now relides. 

On the Z3d, we proceeded, fix cofles, and baited on the fumroit 
of a fteep and uninhabited mountain : the air, in itfelf bleak, was 
made pmnfully cold by the fall of a heavy rain, whidi did not 
ceale daring the night. It were almoft fuperfluous .to lay, that the 
perfon who makes this journey Ihouldpoirefs a ftrong and vigorous 
conltitution, and he Ihould alfo endeavour to cordially wean himlelf 
from the defire of every luxury. 

On the 24th, at HallWeig^, a village compofed of detached 
hamlets — five coflfes. The journey of this day confifted wholly of 
clambering over hills, and I may add, rolling down them. The 
protection of the Khan was oonfpicuoully manifefted at this cuf- 

tom- 
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toin>houfe, where I only paid one (jaarter of a rupee ; and bang 
now confidered an eftabliihed member of hU family, 1 was 
treated at our places of halt with much civility. All the cuftom* 
houfes on the north (ide of the Chinnaun, are in the hands of 
Kalhmirians, who have found in the Hindoo diftrids a lafe and 
profitable retreat from the opprellions of their own government. 
The inhabitants of Kilhtewer are Hindoos, though the chief is a 
Mahometan $ but we may fuppole no very rigid one, for either 
he or his father, became a convert, to effeft fome purpofe with 
tlie governor of Kalhmire. 

On the 25th, at Bannaul— (even cofTes. A fmall village, de< 
pendant on Kafhmire ; where we were accommodated in a mofque,* 
the common lodging of Mahometan travellers, in places not fup- 
plied with karavanferahs. Much hail and rain having fallen this 
day, the path, a winding and narrow one, became (b flippery, 
that our progrefs was veiy flow ; and my Ihoes, which were pur- 
chafed at Jumbo, now evinced fo many wide marks of diflblu- 
tion, that I was obliged to tye tliem to my feet with cords. At 
the diflance of three cofles to the fouth-eaft of the village of Ban- 
naul, we paiTed the boundary of a divifion of the Kalhmire ter- 
ritory, lying without the greater circle of mountains. The gover- 
nors of Kalhmire permit the fertile valley of Bannaul, of ten or 
twelve miles in length, to remain uncultivated, that it may not 

* It was fioall, and built of wood. 


afford 



FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 


305 


afford flidter or provifion to the bordering Hindoo Rates } who^ in 
former periods, have, througjh thu traft, approadied the interior 
paffes of Kaihmire. 

On the 26th, at the town of Durroo, or Surroo, a Ration— 
ieven collies. The firR part of this road leads over a mountain, 
whoR aRent is computed, in a winding diredion, at fix miles. 
On the fumnut, then covered srith fnow, except where a Rream 
of water intervenes, are ften the plains of Kaihmire, extending, in 
a long range, from the Ibuth-eaR to the north-weR, and exhibiting 
a beautiful divenity of landfcape. The view, long a rare one to 
me, was lughly grateful, and excited a train of pleafing ideas, 
which the fuccefsful progrefs of my journey contributed to heigh* 
ten, and which I continued to indulge, until the extreme cluUnefs of 
the air compelled me to defcend into a warmer climate. 

Hav I N o now brought you to a near view of this land of pleafure, 
I am uiged, that the delcription may be more explanatory, to call 
back your attention to the countiy and people I liave lately vilited. 
—From Lall Dong to the Ganges, the fiice of the country forms a 
clofe chain of woody mountains, and did not one or two milerable 
hamlets feetdy interpole, you svould pronounce that divifion of SU 
ringnaghur fitted only for the habitation of the beaRs of the foreR. 
Elephants abound there, in numerous herds } but are not to be 
feen, it is laid, on the weR fide of the Jumna. In the vicinity of 
Nhan, the country is inter^ded with low hills, and frequently 
opens into extqifive vallie; j which having, perhaps, ever lain waRe, 
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are ovei^rown with low wood. From thence to Beilafpotir, the 
icene is changed into piles of lofty mountains, whofe narrow breaks 
barely rer\'e to difchai^e the defcending dreams. From Bellafpour, 
fertile vallies, though not wide, extend to Kflboty, where the 
country is again covered with high hills, which, with tittle varia- 
tion, ftretch to the limits of Kalhmire. The boundaries of Kifh- 
tewer, exc^t to the place of my entrance and departure, are not 
fpecified } nor is the amount of the revalues ; an omidion caufcd 
by my inability to procure any fubftantial authority. The road 
from Lall Dong to Kafhmire, as accurately as could be aicertained, 
from an oblervation of the fun’s courfe, tended generally to the 
north-wed, wed-north-wed, and wed by north } except where the 
delation is otherwife noted. The fides of the inhabited mountains 
produce wheat, barley, and a variety of the fmall grsuns peculiar to 
India. The cultivated fpaces {Hrojefl; from the body of the hill, in 
feparate flats, in the form of a range of ftmicircular dairs : with a 
broad bale and a narrow fummit. The ground, which is drong 
and productive, has been propelled, it Ihould feem, into thele pro- 
jections by the aCtion of the rains, which £dl among thele moun- 
tains with great violence, from June till OClober ; and is now pre- 
lerved in this divided and level date by buttrefles of loofe dones, 
which bind in the edge of every flat. Rice is alfojcultivated in the 
narrow vallies, but not in a great quantity j nor is it the ufual food 
of the inhabitants, who chiefly fubfid on wheat, bread, and peafe 
made into a thick foup. From Nhan, the northern fides of the 
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hills prodace the fir,* in great plenty ; and in die country between 
Jumbo and Kalhmire, are feen many pines, but I obferved they 
only grew on the north face of the mountains. I have fiequendy 
eat my meal under the Ihade of a fprmding tnllow, whidi here, as 
in Europe, delights in hanging over a Ifaeam. The dimate is not 
favourable to fruits and vegetables, being too hot for the Perfian 
products, and not fufficiently warm to mature thofe of India : 
though the white mulberry muft be excepted, which, at Jumbo, 
is of a large fize, and of an exquilite flavour. The villages of die 
Mountaineers, or rather their hamlets, ftand generally on the brow 
of a hill, and confift of from four to fix or eight fmall fcattered 
houfes i which are built of rough ftones, laid in a clay loam, and 
ufually flat roofed : I have alfo feen, though not often, floping roofs 
of wood. The refinous parts of the fir, cut in flips, fupply the 
common ufes of the lamp, in all the places where that tree abounds j 
but the method of extrafdng its turpentine, or tar, does not feem 
to be known. The natives of thefe mountains are compofcdof the 
di&rent clafles of Hindoos, and little other difference of manners 
exifts between them and thofe of the fouthem quarters pf India 
than is feen amongft a people who occupy the high and low lands 
of the fame country. The fcarcity of wealth, by deprefling the 
growth of luxuiy, has given them a rude fimplicity of charafler. 


* That Ipecies oFit called the Scots fir. 
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and has impeded the general advancement of civilization. They 
have no fpadous buildings for pnvate or public ufe, nor in the per> 
formance of religious offices do they obferve thofe minuter or re> 
fined ceremonies that are pradifed by the Ibuthem Hindoos. 

At Taullah Mhokee* a fmall volcanic fire iffiieii from the fide 
of a mountain, on which the Hindoos have raifed a temple that has 
long been of celebrity and favorite refort among the people of the 
Punjab. Fire being the purefi of the elements, the Hindoos con- 
fider it, as did moft of the ancient Afiatic nations, the fitteft em- 
blem to reprefent the Deity. All places which produce a fubter- 
raneous flame are held facred by the Hindoos, who do not permit 
any image to be placed near it j believing that other fymbols would 
tend to fully the purity of this reprefentatlion : and I have often no- 
ticed, that thofe Hindoos who are the moll; converfant in the rites 
of their religion, never omitted, at the firfl fight of fire in the 
courfe of the day, to offer up a prayer of adoration. The Moun- 
taineers invariably preferved the beard, and inllead of bowing the 
head in falutation, as in Lower India, they embrace the party ad- 
drefled, and incline the head over his left flioulder. The growth 
of the beard is encouraged, perhaps, from a certain ferocity of 
difpofition incident to thdr fituation, and generally predominant in 

* This word Itgnifiet ** The mouth of the flame.** The place is fituate eight or 
aiiw miles to the northward of Nadone^ the principal (own in the Kangrah country. 
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the difpofidon of Mountaiaeers, which prompts them» in difierent 
modes, to (hew a difdain and contempt for the fofter manners of 
the natives of the low country.’*’ 

The women have the olive complexion, are delicately (haped, 
and evince a freedom in their manner, which, without a tendency 
to immodefty, or connefied with the habits of licentioufnefs, feems 
the refult of the common confidence repofed in them by the men : 
1 have (een a woman (lop, though carrying a pot of water, and 
converle unrefervedly with palTengers ; giving them an information 
of the road, or any other ordinary intelligence. Their dtefs con.- 
fifis of a petticoat, with a border, ufually of different colours ; a 
clofe jacket, covering half of the waift, and a loofe (lomacher to 
the fore part of it, which reaches to the girdle. Their hair, which 
they hold in as high an eftimation as that beautiful appendage can 
be regarded by the gayefl females of Europe, is plaited with black 
filk, or cotton firings, and falls down the back ; over which they 
throw, in a graceful fafiuon, a vdl, which feldom touches, and ne- 
ver wholly conceals, the face. The women of the prindpal peo- 


* A Twelling of the exterior part of the throat, which is afciibed to the noxious 
quality of the water, prevails among the Mountaineers. As the fame compFaint^ pro- 
ceeding, probably, from the like caufe, is incident to certain inhabitants of the Alps 
and other mountainous countries in Europe, the origin of it has, doubtlcfs, been fcicn- 
tifically inveftigated and explained. I will, therefore, only obferve, that the water 
ifliiing from thefe mountains is impregnated, from the large mixture of fnow, with a 
crude and cold quality ; and may have acquired its alledged pernicious property from 
being confined in channels, which the (hade of the woods and the height of the hills 
preclude from a free circulation of air and the rays of the fun. 
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pie, in the manner of the Mahometans, are kept in piivate apart- 
ments : this praftice, exifting in a country * where little danger is 
apprehended from foreign intrufion, affords a belief, that the con- 
cealment of the higher ranks of women has been an eftablilhed 
cuftom of the Ifindoos, previoufly to the date of the Mahometan 
conqueft of India. It was once my opinion, that the Hindoos had 
fecluded them from the public view that they might not be expofed 
to the intemperance of the Mahometan conquerors { but after per- 
cdving the u&ge adopted amongft the lequeftered Mountaineers, 
and alfo amongR the various independent Mahratta Rates, I am in- 
duced to think that the exclufion of women from fociety, prevailed 
in India before the period of the Afghan or Tartar invafions. At 
the fame time, were a conclufion to be drawn from certain cuffoms 
of the Hindoos, now obfelete, but noticed in their hiftoiy, I would 
fay, that they did not, in more ancient times, confine any clals of 
their women ; but, as their manners, from the influx of wealth, 
and confequent luxury, became lefs Ample, that the princes and 
nobles of the country produced the innovation from a defire of 
imprefiing the populace with a greater refpe£l for their families. 
The ftory of the incarnations of Vyflnow, and other ancient le- 
gends, (hews that the Hindoo women were admitted into the af- 
fembly of men, and often poflelTed an extenfive fway. In the hil^ 
tory of their celebrated Ram, who appears to have been a powerful 

• Mountainous and diflicult of aceefi to a bolUle nation. 
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